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From the Pastor:

In January, we celebrate the Epiphany: the visit of the Wise Men from the East who followed the star that led them to Jesus, whom they understood to be the new king because of the special star that signaled his birth.  At that time, there was political unrest in the Middle East.  The Holy Land was occupied by foreign troops under the authority of Caesar in Rome.  Herod, the tetrarch--local leader and puppet of the Caesar--was determined to find this so-called king in order to destroy him, lest any Hebrew ruler rise up and start a revolution.  But the Wise Men listened to the angel instead and did not tell Herod where Jesus was after they found him.

We still see the Holy Land embroiled in political upheaval, and we have been drawn into a war against terrorists who seek the destruction of cultures and peoples.  We hope that there are enough Wise Men to guide us through these difficult times with a vision of what is good, and right and noble.  And we watch for signs, for angels with messages of hope and for signs of peace and good faith among the people of the world.

There are epiphanies still to greet us.  God’s very nature is revelation.  God seeks us out, shows us glimpses of glory, and signs of the Kingdom of Shalom where peace and wholeness, health and joy reign, and where all sorrow and sadness, grief and loss are gone.  

Let us face the new year with the expectancy of those Wise Men, who kept searching the heavens for a sign. Let us have the courage to step out in a journey of faith to follow the star of Christ as it leads us to new mission and ministry in his name. 

Only by grace,


















 Pastor Katrina

Welcome to the Mission Corner:

Dedicated to Serving Christ
Thank you to everyone who participated in our annual drive for holiday donations.  Several needy families and many senior citizens will receive a little of that Oldtown generosity this Christmas.  In addition to your donations, we have provided additional toys, art supplies and Scholastic Books. The response from our little congregation is so great; we do make a difference in the community!

We served 45 clients at the Soup Kitchen on November 30th at the Seekonk Baptist Church.  Thanks to Judy Harrop and her wonderful recipe for meatballs we had enough for second helpings, some thirds and takeout meals.  

Nora has appropriated some donation envelopes marked specifically for "Missions".  They will be located near the mail slots in the Narthex and any donations submitted in those envelopes will be used to help our Soup Kitchens and food donations.

It has been a very busy year for the Missions Committee and we look forward to doing even more in 2002!

The next meeeting of the Missions Committee is scheduled for Sunday, January 13th, after worship.

Happy New Year!

Christine Pandozzi 

For the Missions Committee
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How about serving on a 

Board or Committee?

The Nominating Committee will soon be calling folks to ask for service on a Board or committee. Please consider your own involvement and say “yes” when they call.

From the Attleboro Area

Council of Churches

Mark your calendars:

· Annual Meeting: Jan 28, 2002 at United Methodist Church in Plainville.

· Week of Prayer for Christian Unity Jan 18-25; Service on the 20th.
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Conference, UCC

Craigville Retreats:

Craigille Retreats:

A Retreat for Women:

“Finding God in the Winters of our Lives”

Feb. 1-2;  cost: $95.

Have you checked out the Mass. Conference

Website?  www.macucc.org
The New England Women’s Celebration 6

Will be held March 15-17 in Burlington VT.  Every 4 years, 1100 UCC women gather to worship and attend workshops and forums.  Our pastor is crafting the fabric paraments for this event.  Registration fee is $75.  And accommodations are $91.56 per room per night. See Katrina for more details and registration material.

Address Change?

Please keep the church office notified of any changes in address or phone numbers and also e-mail addresses.

The Deacon’s Corner

As the Deacons met for the last time in the Year 2001 we discussed many exciting happenings for the very beautiful Season of Christmas and the wonderful upcoming services this coming week. Beginning with Christmas Sunday in all its finery with the Sanctuary adorned in beautiful Poinsettias and wreaths and pine boughs, The Live Nativity on Sunday evening and lastly the very moving Candle lighting Service on Christmas Eve December 24th at 7pm. What a wonderful year 2001 has been.  

As exciting as the past year has been with our congregation growing in membership, the many baptisms performed, the weddings we have had here at Oldtown, the coming year shows promise on many new and exciting happenings for the enrichment of all our Spiritual lives.

Come to Services at 10am beginning on Communion Sunday January 6th and see the new format for the Service that has been created for a more meaningful, enriching Worship Service for all of us.  Your Deacon's are very excited about this new format.

Baptism Sunday is scheduled for January 13th . If anyone young or older wishes to participate in this rite please speak with Pastor Katrina. 

Lent is early this year beginning on February 13th with an Ash Wednesday Service of worship beginning at 7 pm. 

A Bible Study will be held during the Lenten Season on February 27th, March 6th and March 20th.  Palm Sunday Service March 24th and a Maundy Thursday Service to be held on March 28th.  The culmination of these events will be held on March 31st with a very beautiful moving Easter Service to 
praise our Risen Lord and Savior.

Your Deacons would like to remind you that children are always welcome at Worship Services. They are the future of our Church Family and need to be visible and appreciated.  Crayons and other items for their enjoyment can be found at the back of the Sanctuary.

Please come and see what God has done in our midst.  Wonderful exciting things are happening here at Oldtown under the expert, caring guidance of our Pastor.  Come and enjoy don't miss out.  This is a wonderful joyous time for all.

Until We Meet Again

God Bless,

Judy Harrop

Chairman Board of Deacons

Women's Spirituality Group

Meets at 7 pm on Jan 7th at 43 Grant Street.  This month’s theme is “A New Year, A New Start--saying ‘Goodbye’ to the old and welcoming the new”.  We’ll talk about the kind of courage it takes to let go and dare new ventures.

Thank You!

Thank you to my Church Family for the MOST generous Christmas "gift". What a wonderful thing to do! I am indeed blessed to be Pastor & Teacher of this wonderful Oldtown community!

 In faith, 

Katrina Clinton 
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NEED A RIDE TO THE ANNUAL MEETING?

Our by-laws call for an Annual Business Meeting to be held on the third Thursday of January. This year that date is January 17th. The meeting starts at 7 pm. We would like to see all members participate in this meeting, so if you are in need of transportation please let the moderator or deacons know and we'll help. 

Happy New Year All 

Ed Clavette

Trustee Committee

Our last meeting of the year was held on December 13, with the 2002 draft budget being completed.  Thank you to all committees for getting your budget requests to me prior to the meeting.

We also wish to thank those who have purchased new tables.  We have twelve but could use about three more.  Let either Dan Thibeault or myself now if you are interested in helping us.

Regarding re-carpeting the narthex, we received generous offers for discounts on carpeting but were able to receive an excellent quote on the materials and installation.  We had hoped on replacing it before Christmas but most carpet installers are booked about two months in advance so it won't be in until February.  Thank you to those who offered to assist us.

Just a reminder - please review the parking diagram on the bulletin board just inside the door to see where we should not be parking.  We are posting this in order to protect all members and guests, along with preserving the grounds.  

I hope you all had a wonderful Christmas and are looking forward to a new year!  Enjoy!

REMINDER REMINDER

***  ANNUAL MEETING  JAN. 17 ***

REMINDER REMINDER

Jennifer L. Morrison

Chairperson Trustee Committee
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January Anniversaries

Jan 30
Fred and Denise Achin 
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We record our Sunday Services, so those who could not attend can share in our worship.  Call the church office at 695-1713 if you'd like to borrow a tape.

TO:

 DON BAILEY,

FROM:  THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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On Novemeber 25th we celebrated with Don Bailey on his retirement after 50 years as our organist. We later received a proclamation from State Representative Betty Porier that reads the following: 

The Commonewealth of Massachusetts The House of Representatives Be it hereby known to all that: The Massachusetts House of Representatives offers its sincerest congratulations to: Donald Bailey, in recognition of your 50 years of dedicated service as the organist and member of the Music Committee for the First Congregational Church of North Attleborugh.

 The entire membership extends its very best wishes and expresses the hope for future good fortune and continued success in all endeavors.

 Given this 25th day of November 2001 at the State House, Boston Massachusetts by: Thomas M. Finneran, Speaker of the House. 

Offered by Elizabeth A Porier, State Representative.


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Richard Cook, Dean Ricker, Margaret Monjeon, Jake Beauchaine, Olive Fontaine, Virginia Smith, Norman Phillips, Doris Pedro,Todd Bayley, Eda Case,  Beatrice, Alan England, Joyce Jordan, Maureen Gambardella, Barbara Ouellette, Ernie Sears, Irene,Lou, Marianne Johnson, Tara LoRusso, Edward LoRusso, Tom, Mary O’Neil, Laura Zilch, Jannette, Mary Beth, Julie, Jordan DelRicci,  the Spooner family.

And our shut-ins: Elsie Morris, Esther Angus, Marion Horman

DID YOU KNOW & ODDS AND ENDS

The large nativity set has been given to the church by Dot and Conrad Morel.  It had suffered quite a lot of damage from chipping and I was happy to successfully repaint and refinish it.  The baby Jesus lost a foot and part of his hand which I did not have success in fixing.  Hopefully Dave Fontaine can do something to recreate it.  A new baby and crib has been purchased--thanks to Ellen Kingman, Kelly Thibeault and Henry and Carolyn Chretien. Of course, there is always a bit of humor in everything. The stable/manger displayed first was packed away for another year and somehow got picked up with other boxes of flea market items and has not been seen again!!  Conrad found another at his home and so at last we are complete once more.  Thanks to you all.  Stop to enjoy the beauty of the manger and may it’s message touch your heart. 

1st in their hearts --- 

Money for the purchase of another table for the dining room has been donated in memory of George C. Elliott by his wife Mavis in California. 

A very generous gift has been received from Ruth Todd in Connecticut to be used for general use or the Todd Memorial Garden. She sends her warmest wishes to all who know her and to the members of the church for the coming year. 

Thanks to you both! 

1st in our hearts --- 

We all enjoy receiving and reading the Oldtown Spirit, but who is responsible for it??? 

· Number 1 thanks go to Allison Dyer who spends hours and hours waiting to get everyone's news--sometimes (more likely than not) late!!!  Then she's the one who puts the whole thing together. Hats off to our editor-in-chief....without you we would have nothing! 

· Number 2 thanks go to Betty Grant who likewise spend hours folding, taping, putting on labels and stamps and getting it in the mail to you! 

· Number 3 thanks go to Ed Clavette for sending it out to all the e-mail recipients. If you'd like to get yours this way please let us know. 

As the year ends, a big Oldtown heartfelt thanks to you all! Everyone loves the Spirit. 

Peace to all,
Carolyn 

FROM THE CLERK

The end of the year is fast approaching and the Annual Meeting will soon be here. January 17th. Chairpersons of various committees need to write up their reports and get them in to the office as soon as possible. 

All parishioners need to advise the church office of any changes in address, phone #'s, e-mails, etc. If you have joined another church please let us know so we can remove you from our rolls. 











Carolyn

MEMBERSHIP DUES TO THE U.C.C.
     Each year we must pay annual dues to the Mass. Conference of the U.C.C. for each member listed on our active member roll. This has increased along with everything else and is now $12.00 per person. With a total membership of over 90 this means a substantial amount of money annually that comes from our general funds. It would be a great help if, as part of you stewardship, you make a donation to cover your dues. You may check out the UCC web page for the Q&A section regarding what your dues support. http://www.macucc.org/duesQA.htm A printed copy will also be available in Maxcy Hall. 

     We try to keep the list as up-to-date as possible and each year we transfer members that have not come for some time to the in-active membership list. This means that they can be reinstated to active membership at their request but in the meantime we do not pay dues for them. It is very important to notify the church office of any changes in your current mailing address and to also notify us if you have moved or joined with another church. Some people just leave and we never know where they are or if they have united with another church. If you know of anyone who has joined with another church, please let us know. 

Thank you for your support in this matter,

Edmund Clavette

Baptism Sunday

Jan. 13th will be a Baptism Sunday.  If you are interested. Please speak with Pastor Katrina.

Upcoming Church Events at Oldtown!
Jan 3
Church Committee (for December), 7 pm



Jan 6
Epiphany; Communion

Annual Reports DUE


Jan 10
Board of Trustees, 7 pm



Jan 13
Baptism Sunday

Missions Committee

Jan 17
Annual Meeting, 7 pm



Jan 20
Ecumenical Sunday

Attleboro Area Council of Churches service in pm



Jan 23
By-law study committee, 7 pm



Jan 24
Board of Deacons, 7 pm

Jan 27
Epiphany 3 Sunday



Jan 28
AACC Annual Meeting, United Methodist in Plainville



Jan 31
Church Committee, 7 pm
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January Birthdays

Jan 9
Elizabeth Pandozzi

Jan 14
Keith Estey

Jan 16
George Muir

Jan 17
Grace Cuddeback

Jan 18
Lori Brown

Jan 23


Steven Mankavech, Mary Stevens 

Jan 26
Jen DeBlois

Jan 27
Jennie Twyman

Jan 30
Leo Gaouette

Jan 31
Nathan Badger

January 2002





Email:OldtownUCC@AOL.com


    Web Site: Oldtownucc.tripod.com
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