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From the Pastor:

It’s a new year--2002, and in just a decade Oldtown will be celebrating its Tercentennial!  When I met with the Church Committee in January, I proposed that we start now to plan for our 300th birthday in some very special ways. Will we have a parade in town?  Will we have a special ecumenical service?  Will we have completed some renovation projects by then, projects that we need to start thinking about now?  Will a history be written, a special videotape made, a picture album put together?  I’m sure we all have ideas about what could be done to mark the 300th in a special way.  Soon we will be asking some folks to serve on the Tercentennial Planning Committee. Let Ed or Carolyn know if you are interested.

For the first year of this decade, we have chosen the theme: “A Treasure to Share” for our rallying point.  There will be a special treasure chest in which you will be asked to add something of who your family is, their talents and gifts.  It may be a picture of your family, or a symbol of what is important to you.  Next November we will be opening the box to show and to share all that we are as an extended family of faith.

Oldtown Church is a real treasure to this community.  Our faith in Jesus Christ is a treasure that needs to be shared with as many people as possible.  Invite your friends to join us in church on Sundays.  Come to the Lenten Bible Study.  Dream with us the ways we can share the treasure we have and are.  We have a rich history and a bright future.  Come be part of the story and the treasure!

Only by grace,


















 Pastor Katrina

Welcome to the Mission Corner:

Dedicated to Serving Christ
Our first project of the New Year is Souper Bowl Sunday on Sunday, February 2nd!  The young people of our new Youth Group will be in the Narthex after worship with a big EMPTY soup pot to collect donations for Souper Bowl Sunday.  All proceeds will be sent to the Attleboro Area Council of Churches Food 'n Friends soup kitchens.  

This year they are also requesting non-perishable food donations as the need is so great and the available supply has been diminished.  The Missions Committee will make arrangements for any donations brought to church that Sunday to be forwarded to the Food 'n Friends Coordinator either for use in meal preparation or for distribution to needy families and individuals.

The Missions Committee will also be setting up a schedule of soup kitchens for the coming year and will be looking for assistance in meal preparation and serving.

The next Missions meeting will take place on Sunday, February 9th after worship.

Christine Pandozzi 

For the Missions Committee

Woman’s Spirituality Group

TUESDAY, Feb. 5 (Pastor is away on Mon.)
The theme is “The Power of Love”.  We will be sharing stories and discussing how love’s power has worked in our lives.  How has love changed your life, sent you down new roads?  How has love given you courage or strength at a time of weakness? Whose love has most moved you?  We meet at 7 pm at 43 Grant St. in Attleboro.  All women are welcome! 

Christian Education

[image: image4.wmf]As we journey into the season of Lent, it is the perfect time to take a look inside and reflect on how we are feeding our spiritual lives. In past generations, churches strongly encouraged children and adults to memorize scripture passages. Unfortunately, this practice has been lost in many congregations.  What a great gift we could give our children.  Life today is so filled with insecurity and doubt, why not provide our children with the ability to recall God’s promises during their time of fear, loss, or crisis. To help families work on learning a few of these positive passages, we will be offering “refrigerator scripture” during the season of Lent.  After worship families will be offered a refrigerator magnet with the scripture passage for the week.  There is no test, no questions, just a chance for families to work together to build a foundation of encouragement, support and guidance for each other through God’s Word. Refrigerator scriptures will be available from Feb.17th through March 24th.  Give it a try!

We will also be having a Family Mardi Gras Night on Tuesday, February 12th. Please mark your calendar and come and join us for an evening of fun, games and fellowship.  All are welcome!!  Watch the bulletins for more details.

Blessings!

CE Committee

Have you heard about…

 



THE TREASURE BOX?

[image: image5.wmf]This year’s Theme, “A Treasure To Share” will be acted out as we fill the box with symbols of our own families. A collage, or picture page, a symbol of who you are as a family.  We’ll open the box next November to share all the pleasures of our treasure.  Be thinking about what your family wants to add to the BOX!

The Deacon’s Corner


As our first order of business for the new year, new officers were elected…Betty Grant, Chairman; Marcia Brinson, Secretary and Karen Scott will again be our Treasurer.  We are probably one of the first of many who are already feeling the effects of Judy Harrop’s moving to CT.  She was involved in nearly every facet of what it takes to make our church the active, vibrant family that it is.  We will miss seeing you each Sunday, Judy, and we will miss all you gave to the church of your time.  Pastor attended the In-care Retreat in Plymouth this week.  There is also a clergy retreat scheduled for February 5, in Craigville.


Baptism Sunday is being held on February 10.  Please speak to Pastor if you have any questions or would like to have your child Baptized.


How do you like the new Sunday morning service format?  Please feel free to share your comments with Pastor or any one of the Deacons.


There are prayer list cards in the pews.  If you would like to add someone to our prayer list, please complete one of the cards, even if the person’s name is added during morning worship. The card can be put into the collection plate or turned in to Pastor or any Deacon.


Our season of Lent is fast approaching.  It is traditionally a time for us all to reflect on our lives. We can look inward as a Christian and reflect on our relationship with God, with ourselves and with those around us.  A time to take the 40 days of Lent to examine what is passed—learn from it, cast it aside and move forward to a fresh new beginning Easter morning.


We have planned a Lenten program to help in this process…beginning with our Ash Wednesday Evening Service at 7pm and continuing with 3 Bible Study evening programs.  When Pastor will be looking at the book of John.  Each Bible Study will be 7:00-8:30—February 27, March 6 and March 20th.  A Maundy Thursday evening service has also been planned.


Very often by the time a young person is approaching the age of 14 or 15, they feel the are ready to become an adult in the church family and are ready to be confirmed.  If you are interested in being part of next year’s confirmation class, please see pastor for more information.


The classes offered in the past known as the “Suitcase Seminars” are now called “All Conference Training Events.”  All are welcome—clergy and lay people. There are many subjects to choose from.  Two workshops can be chosen.  The next groups of sessions will be held at Worcester Poly Tech on March 2nd from 9:00-3:00.  One of the classes offered is “Communicating the Gospel” which will include new interesting information and ideas on all facets of communication, including videos, etc.


Do you enjoy hearing the chimes play at special times during the year?  It takes 8 people (with 2 chimes each) to be able to play a song.   Each person’s music is color-coded so we can easily see when to play one of our notes.  We only practice one hour a week—a few weeks before we are to play.  Several of our young people do fill in occasionally where needed but now that Judy has left, we need at least one more person to join us.  If you have thought that looks like fun, you are right, it is!  If you would just like to come and see what it feels like to ring the chimes or if you are just waiting for an opening to join, please don’t be shy.  Please speak to either Pastor Katrina or to me.  Come and give it a try!!  You will be most welcome!


I would like to leave you with this thought taken from “Chicken Soup for the Teenage Soul”…

”Great opportunities to help others seldom come, but small ones surround us every day.”

Take care and God Bless!

Betty Grant

Chairman Board of Deacons

Adult Lenten Study
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Wednesday evenings: 7:00-8:30pm in Maxcy Hall

Bible Study: The Gospel of John

Feb. 27: 

Thirsting after the Spirit

              
 
John 4:5-42

March 6:
 Blind To The Lord

                
John 9:1-41

March 20: 
The Passion of John

                  
John 12-20

Come learn more about this Gospel writer and his particular way of telling the story of Jesus. 
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From the Massachusetts

Conference, UCC

All Conference events: 

(Suitcase Seminars reinvented)

Sat., Feb. 2: Evangelism. Mission and Justice

Sat., March 2: Communicating the Gospel

Sun., May 19: Spirit Event- for Senior High Youth

Craigville Retreats:
For women:

 “Finding God in the Winters of Our Lives”

  Feb. 1-2   Cost: $95. 

“Giving Voice to the Child Within”

  May 10-11   Cost: $95.
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Address Change?

Please keep the church office notified of any changes in address or phone numbers and also e-mail addresses.

OLDTOWN FAIR

Hold on, isn’t the Fair usually held in the fall? Yes, that’s right, but the time to plan for it is right now and we should be starting to hold workshops to make things for it.  Are you interested in getting together to talk things over and take it from there? We need to take stock and decide what worked well and what didn’t and exactly what we want to do this time.  We should really form some kind of committee to oversee the whole shebang!!!  What are your thoughts??  Contact the church office or one of the Trustees and let your wishes be known. More on this later.




Carolyn

P.S. As you do your spring cleaning, maybe you have a portable sewing machine that you don’t use anymore.  If you’d like to donate it to the church it could stay here and be used for craft meetings.  Also, an ironing board would be useful.
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Did you get your copy of the new Church Directory?  Only $5 each.


In our prayers:

Don Blackwell, Jim Smith, Sharon Manton, Elsie and Harry Courtemanche, Nick N., Norm Johnstone, Grandpa Mank, Richard Cook, Dean Ricker, Jake Beauchaine, Virginia Smith, Norman Phillips, Doris Pedro, Eda Case, Alan England, Joyce Jordan, Steve Roca, Maureen Gambardella, Barbara Ouellette, Irene, Lou, Marianne Johnson, Tara LoRusso, Edward LoRusso, Tom, Mary O’Neil, Laura Zilch, Mary Beth, Julie, Jordan DelRicci.

And our shut-ins: Elsie Morris, Esther Angus, Marion Horman
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FROM THE CLERK

The Annual Meeting and roll call of members was held on Thursday, January 17th in Maxcy Hall with 25 members and 3 guests present.  Reports were read as printed and accepted.  Dan Thibeault read and explained an excellent Treasurer’s Report.  Jennifer Morrison read and explained the Proposed Budget for 2002 for the Trustees.  The Nominating Committee Report was read by the clerk and many committees have an increase of members which will make the work load that much easier.  You will see a Directory of Officer and Committees attached to this Spirit.  Denise Achin and Pastor Katrina gave a visual presentation using a power point production, showing pictures of our church in action.  It was wonderful and can be used on our website and also downloaded to be used for other things as well. Pastor Katrina showed off the treasure box that will be used in the celebration of our Tercentennial (300th Anniversary) in the year 2012…it’s only 10 years away.  You’ll be hearing more about this as time goes on. (Such talented people!) Following the business of the evening, refreshments and fellowship were enjoyed by all.

I would like to thank all those who submitted their reports on time.  It made our job of running off and collating the booklet so much easier!

If you were not at the meeting and would like a copy of the reports, the booklet can be found on the table near the doorway to Maxcy Hall.

NEEDED

There is still one spot on the slate that needs filling and that is a delegate to the Attleboro Area Council of Churches. If you would like to do this, please contact the church office…perhaps you’d like to do it in partnership with someone and that is fine too.  What it consists of is to attend their meetings and bring back the news of Council events to our church.

SPECIAL THANKS

Our Moderator, Ed Clavette, gave special thanks during the meeting to the following people:

· Dot and Conrad Morel for their faithful gift of custodial work.

· Chairpersons and members of all committees for their dedication and hard work.

· Dedication of the church officers: Clerk: Carolyn Chretien, Treasurer: Dan Thibeault, Asst. Treasurer: Dot Morel, and Sunday School Supt.: Christine Pandozzi.

· Our unseen helpers: Tom Wright for rubbish removal, Tom Gaudette for snow plowing, Richard Beaupre for mowing the schoolhouse lawns, Dale and Karen Scott for mowing the church lawns and working in the garden, Henry Chretien for mowing the parsonage lawn until it was sold, and Allison Dyer for her superb job with the Oldtown Spirit.

Conrad then made a motion to give special thanks to our Moderator for all of his hard work. AMEN to that!

We would be remiss if we didn’t pay special attention at this time to our Pastor, and Teacher. We are most fortunate to have her…she is a real treasure!














Carolyn
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Services on Tape

We record our Sunday Services, so those who could not attend can share in our worship.  Call the church office at 695-1713 if you'd like to borrow a tape.

Upcoming Church Events at Oldtown!
February 2:
“Called to Evangelism, Mission and Justice”

--training event at Christ church in  Brockton, 9 am-3 pm.



 February 3:
Souper-Bowl Sunday



 February 4-5:
Clergy retreat, KC in Craigville



 February 5: 
Women’s Spirituality Group, 7 pm at 43 Grant St, Attleboro



 February 7: 
Board of Trustees



 February 10:
Baptism Sunday



 February 12: 
Mardi Gras Party



 February 13:
Ash Wednesday service, 7 pm



 February 17: 
First Sunday of Lent



 February 21
Newsletter submissions due



 February 24: 
Second Sunday of Lent



 February 27: 
Lenten Study 1
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February Birthdays

February 2:                     
Denise Achin

February 6: 
Christian Harrop

February 7: 
Sandra Goeller

February 15: 
Missy Badger

February 19:
Jack Kennedy

February 24: 
Kevin Goeller

February 25:
Ruth Adams

February 27: 
Nora Kingman, 

Virginia Hall, 

Ronald Gaouette

February 28: 
Lauren Rich

February 2002





Email:OldtownUCC@AOL.com


    Web Site: Oldtownucc.tripod.com
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