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From the Pastor:

As I write this column we are in the midst of a bitter cold spell. A windchill factor of -100 degrees was reported up on Mount Washington, this morning. Extreme cold like this reminds me of the old phrase that people use for an intractable position: "when hell freezes over". It is supposed to indicate "never, ever!"  But then things happen, situations change, people change, hearts change and the impossible becomes possible.
The Bible says, "With God all things are possible". Our faith stands on the side of miracles and revelation and seemingly impossible situations being somehow redeemed and transformed.  As we walk into the Lenten season once again, we are challenged with the journey of faith that begins with repentance and culminates in redemption: being saved by God with miracles and moments of glory that we just can't help proclaiming in the joy of Easter.
While the cold of winter surrounds us, we are warmed by one another in this family of faith and by the Light of the World, Jesus Christ, who can melt the most frozen hearts, the most intractable positions. Come to worship and hear the Good News of God's love for you. Come to the Ash Wednesday Service and receive the blessing of God. Come to the Lenten Series. Walk the labyrinth. You will find that the warmth of Oldtown will sink into your bones and your spirits will be enflamed by the Holy Spirit. 

Come in from the cold and receive the warmth of God's love!
Only by grace,

Pastor Katrina
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Council of Churches

February 1st is SouperBowl Sunday! In 2003, over 12 thousand churches raised 3.5 million dollars for local soup kitchens and food banks. This is a grass-roots, faith-based crusade against hunger that was started many years ago by concerned youth. On Sunday, our young people will be in the Narthex with soup pots to collect a dollar (or more?) as worshippers leave. All the proceeds will go to our "Food And Friends" soup kitchens administered by our Council of Churches. You can bring in canned goods for the pantry as well. And Thanks! 

The Second Annual Golf Marathon will be held on Tuesday, June 8 at Wentworth Hills County Club of Plainville. Sign-ups are due by March 15th.
Lenten Series

Ash Wednesday: Feb 25, 2004 (7-8:30)
Spirituality, Part One: March 3, 2004 (7-8:30)
Spirituality, Part Two: March 10, 2004 (7-8:30)
Walk the Labyrinth: March 17, 2004  (7-9 pm)
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February Birthdays & Anniversaries:
	February 2
	Denise Achin

	February 4
	Tammy England, 

Nancy Mankavech

	February 7
	Sandy Goeller

	February 15
	Missy Badger

	February 24
	Kevin Goeller

	February 25
	Ruth Adams

	February 27
	Nora Kingman, 

Virginia Hall, 

Ronald Gaouette

	February 28
	Lauren Rich


 

Welcome to the Mission Corner:

Dedicated to Serving Christ

2004 has started off with a bang as the Missions Committee and the Sunday School children have again partnered to assemble kits for Church World Service.  This time we made 30 Health kits to provide children and adults with basic hygiene supplies.  Maybe our kits will find their way to Iran to those affected by the recent earthquake. The kits could be sent to any part of the world where they are needed and our little Sunday School can make a difference there.  Thanks to all who gave generously on Souper Bowl Sunday - our donations will be forwarded to the Attleboro Area Council of Churches to support their many soup kitchens.  Missions also wishes to remind you that we will accept non-perishable food items, blankets, toiletries, and paper goods all year round and deliver them to the AACC pantry and the North Attleborough Public Health Nurse.

Christine Pandozzi 
for the Missions Committee
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On our Prayer List: Mikaela, Benny Fratus, Marie Thomas, Billy, Eric, Sandy Spicer, Karen McLaughlin, Patrricia Vigorito, Amanda, Valerie, Alan England, Linda & Janis, Donna DeSalvo, Bill, Ken, Steve, Alex, Dave, Adam and Jacqui, Bob Deveau & family; Sandy, Rita, Ed Petrie, Bill, Esther, Alida Haynes, Robin, Ann Marie, Colleen, William, Judi Silverstein, Betsy, Noah, Don Bailey, Lori & family, Barbara Pasquantonio, Betsy, Marcia Brinson, Virginia, Rick and Penny Gates, Branden, Geordie, Lori Vallevona, Jean, Ernie Sears, and Rosie.And our shut-ins: Marion Horman, Dottie Greene, Nora Roesser, Irene Hobbs, Virgina Hall and Marion Andreason 

Please let us know who should be included. Remember, first names only unless you have permission from the person we are praying for.



Wedding Policy and Guidelines 
for Oldtown

Since the ruling of the Massachusetts SJC on November 18, 2003 saying that there is "no constitutionally adequate reason for denying civil marriage to same-sex couples," the pastor has asked the Deacons to lead the discussion in our church for setting guidelines and policy for the use of our sanctuary for weddings, especially in regard to same-sex civil weddings. 

The Deacons have begun the process with study and discussions and have concluded that the policy needs to be set by the whole congregation, not just a small group of people. They have encouraged the pastor to come up with a plan to hold forums for discussion and then to have a question come before the congregation next May in the context of worship. 

There will be a series of Forums to discuss this issue and to break it down into several components. The first session will be held on Thursday, Feb. 19th at 7 pm. In this discussion we will focus on the Rite of Matrimony and the difference between civil unions and religious ceremonies.

On Saturday, March 20th, from 9-11 am we will have Forum Two, which will look at the Bible and what is says about Marriage and Homosexuality.

On Tuesday, April 27th at 7 pm, we will have the Third Forum, discussing how the various churches and denominations have dealt with this issue, and how our own UCC polity asks us to take responsibility for setting guidelines. 

On Saturday, May 15th at 7 pm there will be a prayer vigil, praying for members of the congregation and discernment from the Holy Spirit. 

On Sunday May 16th, the members of the congregation will be handed a piece of paper at the end of the service on which they are to check either: "The Oldtown Sanctuary shall be open to same-sex weddings" or “the Oldtown Sanctuary shall not be open to same-sex weddings."

All members and friends are invited to these forums. There will be resources available at the Forums to help in our discussions.  We hope to come to a consensus that will give the pastor guidelines for requests that may come as a result of this ruling.
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Greeting!

January was a busy month! I went to a 4 day workshop on “Making Worship Come Alive”. It was very exciting, and I left with lots of new ideas. I have now begun my CPE (Clinical Pastoral Education) at Eleanor Slater Hospital in Cranston, where I work as a Chaplin intern. I have also started a course called “The Spiritual Context of Pastoral Ministry”, and I have begun the process to find a church to do my Field Education at next year. 

In March, I’ll be offering a Lenten series in Oldtown about spirituality. I’ll introduce some spiritual practices and we’ll give them a “hands on” try. We’ll look at things like Lectio Divina, Taize worship, silence and centering, and walking the labyrinth. Now don’t worry, these are not crazy new fads, they are actually ancient Christian practices. So mark your calendars for March 3,10 and 17, and I‘ll fill you in on more details as we get closer. 

Make the peace and passion of Christ be with you all,

Kelly

Thank You!
Dear members and friends of Oldtown,      
What a gracious and generous Christmas gift you gave to your pastor! I am overwhelmed. I am also excited to be able to get a couple of new robes to replace my Alb that is losing all it's buttons and showing it's age in all the fraying. Thank you so much!  I can't wait to wear my new robes, knowing that they are gifts from very special people in a very special congregation!
Only by grace, 

Pastor Katrina


DEACON'S CORNER
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Welcome! Welcome! Welcome! to our five newest members of Oldtown.  Rev. Paula Elizabeth, Bette Hemmingsen, Lillian Hillman, Patty Micheli and Darrell Rice were welcomed into membership by our congregation on January 4th.  This is a marvelous way to begin our new year.  Each new member received a "Welcome to Oldtown" basket containing expressions of welcome from the congregation.  The baskets have become a tradition here and each time we extend our hand of welcome to our new members, the contents are just a little different. 

Communion will be celebrated as usual on the first Sunday of the month, being the lst, for February.  Have you had an opportunity to look at the beautifully handcrafted radiator covers that are now at the front of the sanctuary?  Thank you to the many hands that went into creating them. Thank you also to the person who noticed that covering the radiators there would add such a nice touch to the look of the front of the sanctuary.  Please also notice as you enter for worship, that we have lovely, new Guest Books at each entrance.  Thank you, Ed, for all your time to create just the perfect pages.  They will give our guests an opportunity to write in more information about their home church and remarks about their visit here.  The format Ed used reflects the old fashion print we particularly favored. Thank you for your patience to stay with it until we had just what we had hoped for, Ed.  

Well, we certainly are having a real New England winter with plenty of snow and below zero temperatures.  Ash Wednesday, to me, is the time to start thinking Spring!  Can it truly be around the corner?

Lent will be starting a little early this year with our  Ash Wednesday Evening Service at 7:00pm on February 25th.  Pastor will be sharing a message, ashes will be offered and communion will be celebrated by intinction.  The Lenten weeks are a time of inward reflection and spiritual renewal. Please set aside the Wednesday evenings of March 3 and March 10 for a time to come together for an interesting period of discussion.  Are you familiar with the Labyrinth?  Kelly is planning to have it at Oldtown and will be offering an evening class and explanation.

When it is especially cold and the wind is howling, I cannot help but think of the homeless who are not warm and sheltered and as blessed as I am.  Please remember them in your prayers.  Please also remember the men and women who are keeping us safe and free.  I encourage all of us to remember how very blessed we are and let God know how much we appreciate His gifts.
Respectfully submitted,

Betty Grant, Chairman

Board of Deacons  

Christian Education 

First, we would like to welcome our newest member to the CE Committee, Patty McAlpine! It’s sure to be an exciting year. We are always looking for fresh new ideas so if you would like to join us, or just share some ideas with us please do. 










Last month the children of the Sunday School made 30 health kits to donate to Church World Service. The kits included things like a small towel and face cloth, soap, toothbrush and tooth paste, nail clippers, band-aids, and other toiletries. We believe these bags are being sent to Iraq to help people in devastating situations.













In February, the children will be making Valentines for Veterans. Thank you to Mr. Hemmingson who is helping us to distribute them all! Also on February 24th we will be celebrating Mardi Gras. So mark you calendar and watch for more details. 





We are still collecting pennies for our “Little People for the Steeple Fund”, so keep collecting those pennies!!

Blessings to you all,

The CE Committee
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We record our Sunday Services, so those who could not attend can share in our worship.  Call the church office at 695-1713 if you'd like to borrow a tape or CD.
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Salad Dressing

Please continue to save your empty pint (16 oz.) bottles from salad dressing or Karo, vinegar, etc. They must be glass and please soak and remove as much of the labels as possible. Also needed are the 1/2 pint sizes. You can leave them on the front bench in the narthex of the church. Thanks.
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Address Change?

Please keep the church office notified of any changes in address or phone numbers and also e-mail addresses.

 
Upcoming Church Events at Oldtown!

	February 1
	Soup-er Bowl Sunday; 
Communion; 
UCC Women's Week

	February 4
	Board of Deacons, 7 pm

	February 8 
	Boy Scout Sunday; Mission Committee after worship

	February 10
	Church Committee

	February 15
	Worship, 10 am

Newsletter due date

	February 19
	Forum on Wedding Policy, 7-8:30 pm

	February 22
	Seminary Sunday: Kelly Thibeault preaching

	February 24
	Mardi Gras party

	February 25
	Ash Wednesday service, 7 pm

	February 29
	First Sunday of Lent


February 2004





Email:OldtownUCC@AOL.com


    Web Site: Oldtownucc.tripod.com
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