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When the commercialism of Christmas started getting out of hand a slogan appeared: "Jesus is the Reason for the Season".  This was a reminder that Christmas was all about the birth of Jesus, the coming of God into the world.  If Jesus is the Reason for the Christmas Season, then CHRIST is the Reason for the Lent and Easter season.  Christ is the one who was crucified and was raised from the dead for our sakes.

This winter has seen "snow on snow" as the song goes.  As I write this it is another bitterly cold day.  Everywhere I go, people are saying how they’ve had enough--enough snow, enough cold, enough fear, enough sorrow, enough frustration, … enough!

The Good news of the Gospel is that God did come to earth to save us and to be a different kind of enough--enough love and enough grace, and enough forgiveness to see us through the longest of winters.  We walk through Lent once again, facing up to our sin and being repentant. We look forward to the Easter proclamation that death has been conquered, and that no sin can ultimately separate us from the love of God.  That’s what Christ was all about.  He is the Reason for the Season. 

Come to our Lenten Study on the Spirituals.  Attend the Mardi Gras party and the Ash Wednesday service.  Join us for the Tenebrae service on Maundy Service, and then celebrate with us the greatest news of all on Easter morning.  This is the season of new life in Christ!

Only by grace,

Pastor Katrina
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March 8: The Living Word: Many Ways to Worship in Worcester, 8:30-3 pm. Cost: $40. 

March 29: Practical Strategies for Smaller Con-gregations.  In Ludlow, 9:30-3:30 pm cost: $20. Led by Rev. Mary Ann Moller-Gunderson.

News from the Confirmation Class

In February we studied the Bible and played the game, "Bible Jeopardy. Do you know what Jesus’ own language was? The Bible was originally written in 3 languages, Hebrew, Greek and this language.  During March we are continuing our study of the Church. Guest teachers will come to tell us about the history of Oldtown, what Missions Committee does and what Stewardship is all about.  We are looking forward to our retreat at Craigville at the end of the month and then planning for Youth Sunday, on April 27th.  

From the Southeast Area 

May 3, 2003: "THE COMMA" a Faithworks Festival

at Hanover High School  8 am to 5:30 pm--Workshops listed in brochure in Maxcy Hall.  There will be a bus from the Attleboro Area Churches. This will be a great day for the Southeast Area. Our UCC Minister and President John Thomas will be here as well as our Conference Minister, Nancy Taylor. There will be a 200 voice choir (want to be a part of it?) and a program for children and teens. We’re collecting greeting card pictures for one of the mission projects the teens will be involved in.  We are to bring our banner for the procession at worship.  Pastor Katrina is making the artwork for the event and Dave Fontaine helped design the logo.  Kelly Thibeault will be a storyteller in the children’s program.  It promises to be a great day! Register early! Cost: $20. Includes a lunch.

Thank You!

Thanks to all who helped the church by paying their own Fellowship Dues to our denomination. ($13.65 per member of record, Dec. 31st) 
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March is Paper goods month for the Food n’ Friends soup kitchens ministry.  They are collecting all kinds of paper goods to help supply the kitchens in the program.  AA list is on the Bulletin Board.

A Labyrinth Workshop will be held on Saturday, March 22 from 2-4 pm at the Evangelical Covenant Church at 841 North Main St. if you have questions about walking the labyrinth, ask Kelly Thibeault or Pastor Katrina. 

Adult Lenten Study

Wed. eves. 7-8:30 pm Maxcy Hall

"Spirituals"

3/12: "I Want Jesus To Walk With Me"

3/19: "This Little Light of Mine"

3/26: Swing low, Sweet Chariot"

4/2: "Let Us Break Bread Together"

4/9: "Were You There?" 
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Ash Wednesday: March 5, 7 pm service

Sunday Worship at 10 am each Sunday

Lenten Bible Study:

Wednesdays from 7-8:30 pm in Maxcy Hall

Attleboro Area Council of Churches Holy Week Services at noon: April 14-18 

Easter Sunrise Service at Capron Park. 

Easter is April 20th!

Come be a part of this Holy Time of reflection and preparation for the Crucifixion and Resurrection of our Savior, Jesus, the Christ!

Stewardship Corner

Are you thinking of ways to create a piece of artwork for our Gallery and Art Auction on May 10th?  Maxcy Hall will be transformed to a gallery from 3-7:30 pm. There will be high tea and classical music playing and beautiful works of art to make bids on.  At 7:30 final bids will be made and the art will have new homes. We’re hoping for paintings and wood carvings and quilts and afghans, anything that is artistic, in the broadest sense of the word that you can donate to our auction.  Ask Jo-Ellen Fisher for more details. 

"A Letter Home from Seminary"
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Things are going well so far this semester.  I only wish there were a few more hours in the day so that I could get all my reading done.  I love all my classes, especially the pastoral care class.  I’m really feeling myself pulled to the “care” side of ministry. In February, I attend an In-care retreat with Pastor Katrina, the Church and Ministry Committee and the other In-care student in our association.  I also attended a one day conference called “A Wise Management of Grief”, which not only taught me a lot, but it inspired me to look into starting my clinical work next fall.  I’m hoping to get a placement through Interfaith Healthcare Ministries, to do supervised Chaplin work at Rhode Island Hospital.  I still have to apply for this through Andover Newton, and interview with Interfaith, but I’ll update you as I get more information.  

On March 10th and 11th, I’ll be heading up to Dedham to the Center for Career Development and Ministry. This is where Doug Wheeler (the interim minister we had before Pastor Katrina) works. At the center, they evaluate seminary students to “assess their professional interests and aptitude”. All In-Care student go through this psychological testing to be sure that they are on the right track and “fit” for ministry. Now that I see this all written down on paper, I guess I have been pretty busy, but I’m loving every minute of it.  It’s just so exciting to find the place where things just feel right
Blessings to you all!

Kelly

Welcome to the Mission Corner:

Dedicated to Serving Christ

Our final total collection for Souper Bowl Sunday was $233.00. Thanks to all who contributed so generously to aid the Attleboro Area Council of Churches soup kitchens.  The non-perishable food items that were also donated that day will be sent to Lenore's Pantry at the office of the Public Health Nurse.

As our first project of 2003, the Missions Committee will sponsor a donation box for "Operation Honor", created by a Rehoboth Eagle Scout to gather and ship small items to soldiers from this area serving in Kuwait. Some of the items requested include toothbrushes, soap, crossword puzzle books, disposable cameras, playing cards, small cans of food, stamps and greeting cards.  These items will provide a little bit of home and demonstrate our concern and care to those serving in the military so far away.  The boxes will be shipped at the end of March so our box will be located in Maxcy Hall along with an expanded list of requested items until that time.  Any handwritten notes of support and encouragement will be included for shipment as well.

The Sunday School Lenten Mission Project will be Heifer International which provides farm animals to families in the USA and around the world.  The animals are provided on the condition that their offspring are shared with other families.  They have chosen a bottle and can drive to raise money, so we encourage you to save any deposit containers and donate them to the Sunday School.  Even better, when you return your deposit containers, save the cash receipt for the drive!

Kevin Goeller and his fiancee Emily have again provided the Missions Committee with a truckload of toys for children in need. Thanks to their thoughtfulness, the Child Development Center at North Attleborough High School has received new infant and pre-school toys for their clients to enjoy!

The next meeting of the Missions Committee will be Sunday, March 9th, after worship.

Submitted for the Missions Committee,

Christine Pandozzi, Secretary
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Christian Education Corner

We are busy planning our Lenten activities.  Be sure to mark your calendars to join us for the Mardi Gras party and pancake supper on Tuesday, March 4th.  Our Communion classes will begin on March 9th and meet Sunday mornings during Sunday school until April 13th. We offer this class to children in kindergarten and first grade, but if your child is older and hasn’t gotten a chance to take it they are more than welcome to join the class. Just speak to Pastor Katrina or any of the Sunday school teachers for more information.  On April 12th the Communion class will be gathering to bake bread for Communion on Palm Sunday, April 13th.  

During the season of Lent, the Sunday school children will be raising money to buy animal through the Heifer Project.  We will be collecting cans and bottles.  If you would like to help us out, and you have bottles to donate, look for the big box in Maxcy Hall. We ask that you please rinse out all bottles to be returned.  If you like to return your bottles to the store, but still want to help out the kids, we can also take bottle return receipts, or monetary donations. The children are very excited about reaching out and helping other people around the world.  We are planning a trip to the Heifer farm in sometime in April, and we will be having a bake sale on Palm Sunday to help raise some more money for the Heifer Project.  Thanks in advance for all your support.

If you haven’t gotten a chance to see our new Children’s chapel, please feel free to stop in a take a peek.  On Sunday mornings at 9am the children will be worshiping in our new Children’s chapel which is the old nursery.  Parents are still welcome to use the room during regular worship if their infant or toddler needs a walk about.  There is a giant flannel board, a TV/VCR with videos, quiet books and toys.  I’d like to thank all the teachers who worked so hard to make the new Chapel a clean and safe environment for our children.
Thanks for all your support!

Kelly Thibeault

DEACON'S CORNER

Welcome! Welcome! Welcome! to our new Deacons, Holly Schoonmaker and Scott England... ordained during Sunday worship on February 9th.  God calls each of us to share the gifts we have all been given.  We are very excited to have Holly and Scott as part of the Diaconate as they share their special talents with each of us and their church family.

During our February meeting, Betty Grant was elected Chairman and Church Committee representative, Marcia Brinson will be our Secretary and Scott England will be our Treasurer. 

There have been several items given to the church as a memorial to a loved one during the past two or three years.  A dedication of these gifts will be held during a Sunday worship within the next few weeks. 

Kelly Thibeault is progressing well toward her goal of ordination. We especially enjoy your "Letter Home from Seminary" each month, Kelly. As Deacons, we are privileged to be a part of that process. We have honored a very old Congregational tradition and have voted to grant Kelly "privilege of pulpit" to preach during Sunday worship on February 23rd.

We have had a typical New England cold and snowy winter this year.  However, the signs of Spring are starting...the Red Sox are training in Florida and the calendar shows that Spring will arrive in just three weeks! Ash Wednesday begins our church Spring...a time to step back, reflect on our relationship with God and how that affects our whole outlook on life and our relationships with others around us.  Just as Spring is a time of renewal, so is the Lenten season a time for each of us to spiritually rest and grow and thereby experience a renewed feeling at the end of our forty days. We encourage everyone to come to the Ash Wednesday evening service and set aside each Wednesday evening during Lent...for yourself !

Please remember our members and friends who are on our prayer list.  We do not know who they all are-- but God does! Take care and God bless.
Respectfully submitted,

Betty Grant, Chairman

Board of Deacons
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We record our Sunday Services, so those who could not attend can share in our worship.  Call the church office at 695-1713 if you'd like to borrow a tape.
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Barbara, Ethan, Elizabeth, Irene, Nora, Michelle Hirsch, Jackie Chamberlain, Jeff Charron, Marion Andreason, Adelle, Jimmy & Michael, Dr. James Dooley, Frank, Jack Thimo, Blance Rawson, Jane Doe, Danny, Betsy McCarthy, the Malcolm family, Sue and Nick DiGiralamo, peter Schwende, Barbara Pardi, Ben Wong, John Midura, Jean Santsaver, Alan England, Lise Beaudoin, Janis Narjolis, Cathy hager, Bill Hewson, Lori Vallevona, George Robinson, Irene Hobbs, David Hemmingsen, Gabriel Pelletier, Vita Corbett, Don Bailey.  And our shut-in members: Dottie Greene, Marion Horman and Norm Johnstone.
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March Birthdays & Anniversaries:

March 1
Ryan Springer-Chandler

March 2
Michael Mankavech

March 3
Nora Brown

March 4
Edward Gaouette

Tony Achin

March 9
Marcia Brinson

March 10
Layne Burgess

March 11
Kathryn Greve

March 12
Kerri Crauder

March 14
Christine Estey

March 22
Nancy Gibbs

March 23 
Seth David Abdou

March 24
Jeff Badger

Jo-Ellen Fisher

Jonathan Greve

March 25
 Nathan Twyman

March 31
 Dave Fontaine

Welcome from the

Board of Deacons

Welcome Visitors!
Welcome to Oldtown!
We are a member of The
United Church of Christ, 

with a long Congregational 

history. Affectionately know 
as Oldtown, we are the first 

church of the Attleboro's, 

founded in 1712. 

We think of ourselves as a 

family of faith who enjoy 

being with one another and 
working together to share 

our faith journey by 

reaching out to others 

in our mission and ministry. 

Thank you for worshipping with us 

here at Oldtown. Come back anytime. 

You'll always find a smile and a warm 

Welcome and encouragement in 

your journey through life. 
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PRINTER CARTRIDGES

Do you have any empty inkjet cartridges? They can be recycled and produce funds for our church.  We're working with INKJET COLLECT to recycle these cartridges. They provide us free shipping boxes and return postage, and pay us anywhere from 50¢ to$2.00 per cartridge, depending on the type. The company recycles Hewlett Packard, Canon, Lexmark and Apple cartridges.  So, if you'd like to help just drop off your inkjet cartridges when you come to church.  There will be a collection box available in Maxcy Hall. 

Thank you

Ed Clavette
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Please keep the church office notified of any changes in address or phone numbers and also e-mail addresses.

[image: image14.wmf]
Music Committee

The Music Committee has decided to add the Chalice Hymnal as a supplement to the other hymnals in our worship. The Chalice Hymnal contains many of the newer songs that we have been using in worship along with lots of the old favorite hymns. If you would like to sponsor a hymnal you may do so for $20.00.

You may do this in any of the ways shown below. Your choice will be reflected by a label on the first page of the hymnal.

1. This Hymnal is donated in memory of ___________________________


2. This Hymnal is donated in honor of _____________________________


3. This Hymnal is donated by ____________________________________


4. This Hymnal is donated anonymously (no label in book)

If you are interested in sponsoring a hymnal, please see Ellen Kingman or Kelly Thibeault, or mail your check and information to the church.Thanks!














Kelly

Dear Ed and Oldtown Church Family, 
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Thank you so much for this wonderful Newsletter.  I look forward to receiving it and keeping in touch with the goings on at Oldtown.  I miss my Church Family very much but this Letter helps me to remember and reflect.  My life has taken a wonderful but unexpected turn and I am truly happy and fulfilled.  I have found a Church here at long last that was built in the 1700's and have been attending Services regularly. This Church reminds me very much of Oldtown. The People are extremely friendly and welcoming. They have a Bell Choir and a vocal Choir which I have been asked to participate in and am considering. 

This church, as Oldtown was a few years ago, is in the process of rebuilding its membership. They have hired a new Pastor and he is quite dynamic.(Not quite as much as Pastor Katrina) though.  No one can be any better than she is. 

No matter where I Worship or where I go Oldtown will always be a very strong influence on my life and a very real part of me.  I guess you can take the Person out of the Church, but you can't take the Church and its wonderful memories out of the person. I love all of you, my Very Special Church Family and think of you often. This separation has been the hardest thing I have ever had to do. 

Kelly, I am so proud of you. I taught you in Sunday School as did many others.  You are to be commended for what you are doing with your life. God Bless. I look forward to reading your Newsletter items each month. 

God Bless you all my Church Family you may be out of sight but never ever out of mind. You are always as close as a Prayer. 

Best Wishes for a Happy and Prosperous New Year.

A Sister in Christ 

Judi Silverstein 
Upcoming Church Events at Oldtown!

March 2
Communion Sunday 



March 3
Christian Education Committee, 7 pm



March 4
Mardi Gras Pancake Supper



March 5
Ash Wednesday service, 7 pm



March 6
Deacons meeting, 7 pm



March 7
Wedding rehearsal



March 8
Wedding, Noon



March 9
Lent 1; Girl Scout Sunday

Mission Committee meets after worship

March 11
Church Committee, 7 pm



March 12
Lenten Adult Study, 7-8:30pm



March 15
Corned Beef and Cabbage Supper, 6 pm



March 16
Lent 2



March 19
Lenten Adult Study, 7 pm



March 22
AACC Labyrinth Workshop, 2 pm at Evangelical Covenant church

March 23
Lent 3



March 26
Lenten Adult Study, 7 pm



March 28-28
Confirmation Retreat at Craigville



March 30
Lent 4



April 2
Lenten Adult Study, 7 pm



March 2003





Email:OldtownUCC@AOL.com


    Web Site: Oldtownucc.tripod.com
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