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From the Pastor:

Lent is the season for repentance. It is a time set aside for facing up to ourselves, admitting how we have fallen short of God’s plan for us to be people of compassion and mercy and strength.

 

Recently I heard the poet, Maya Angelou speak at Boston Symphony Hall. She was most eloquent in speaking about the uniqueness of each person on earth while affirming the connection we have with one another. She said that we stand on the shoulders of the courageous ones who paved the way for us, and our duty is to pave the way for others by our deeds of courage.

 

We have been given a legacy to carry on for future generations, whether it is making sure that the steeple will return one day to its proper place on top of our beautiful meetinghouse, or whether it is determining how our Sanctuary will be used, or whether it is proclaiming the gospel in our mission and ministry for many years to come.

 

May we use this time of Lent to reflect on our lives as members of this congregation and members of the wider human family. And then may we summon the courage of our forebears that will see us through the days ahead with renewed hope and vision for faithfulness to our Savior, Jesus Christ.

 

Only by grace,

Pastor Katrina
From the Southeast Area 
of the UCC

 

"Equipping the Saints for the Work of Ministry"at Pilgrim Church, UCC in DuxburySunday, March 28, 3-6 pm   Cost: $10. For dinner if wanted.

 

Workshops include: 

Called to Care, Pastor-parish Relations committees, UCC 101, Stewardship and Missions, Mission in 6he 21st Century, Planned Giving, Being a Church Delegate to the Annual meeting, Christian Education, Youth Ministry.  See the Bulletin board in Maxcy Hall for a full listing and explanations of the workshops.
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Lent at Oldtown

Adult Lenten Study

 

Wed. eves.  March 3,19,17   7-8:30 pm  Maxcy HallLed by Kelly Thibeault

 The labyrinth will be here on March 17th. 

 

Lent at OldtownSunday 

Worship at 10 am each Sunday.

 

Lenten Bible Study:  

Wednesdays, March 3, 10 & 17 from 7-8:30 pm in Maxcy Hall   

 

Attleboro Area Council of Churches 

Holy Week Services at noon: April 5-9

 

 Easter Sunrise Service at Capron Park.

 

Handchime rehearsals: 

Sundays after worship, Mar. 14, 21, 28
We will ring on:

Palm Sunday, 10 am  April 4 
Maundy Thursday- 7 pm
Easter, 10 am, April 11

 

Come be a part of this Holy Time of reflection and preparation for the Crucifixion and Resurrection of our Savior, Jesus, the Christ!

 

From the Massachusetts
Conference, UCC

"Invitation, Hospitality and Follow-up" - an event for churches with 200 members or less.Saturday, March 6th from 9 am to 1 pm Ludlow, first Church. No cost.

 

"Praying your Story"

March 6, 9 am- 3 pm

Congregational Church of Needham. Cost: $10. Includes lunch.

 

"What Does the Bible Say About Homosexuality?"

March 21, 9 am-3:30 pm

Congregational Church of Needham. Cost: $10. Includes lunch.
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March Birthdays & Anniversaries:
	March 1:
	Ryan Springer-Chandler

	March 2: 
	Michael Mankavech

	March 3: 
	Nora Brown

	March 4: 
	Edward Gaouette, 
Tony Achin

	March 9: 
	Marcia Brinson

	March 10: 
	Layne Burgess

	March 11: 
	Kathryn Greve

	March 12: 
	Kerri Crauder

	March 14: 
	Christine Estey

	March 22: 
	Nancy Gibbs

	March 23 
	Seth David Abdou

	March 24: 
	Jeff Badger, 
Jo-Ellen Fisher, 
Jonathan Greve

	March 25: 
	Nathan Twyman

	March 31: 
	Dave Fontaine


 

 

 
 Forums on Wedding policy at Oldtown

 

The first Forum was held on Feb. 19th. The discussion was about Marriage. Below is the handout given by Pastor Katrina for the teaching moment. After that, an open discussion was held.  The next Forum will be on March 20th from 9-11 am. The topic will be, What the Bible has to say about homosexuality.

 


(Handout):
Forum One: Marriage

 

I. Marriage in the Bible
 
A. Pre-history  Genesis 1:27; 2:22-24
Creation of male and female, complementary partners
 
B. Hebrew Scriptures
 
1. Polygamy: Gen. 29:17-28; Samuel 3:2-5
 
2. Endogamy: Num 36:6; Gen. 24:3; Num. 25:1-9, Ezra 9:12; Neh. 10:30
 
3. Concubines: Gen 16:1-5; 2 Sam 5:13; 1 Kings 11:3, Chron. 11:21
 
4. Dt. Code: death to adulterers, non-virgins, pre-marital sex, rape  DT. 22:13-30
 
5. Family duty to marry a widow: Gen 38:6-10; Dt. 25:5-10
 
6. Priests can’t marry widow, prostitute, divorcee, only virgin Lev. 21:7-14
 
7. Divorce: prohibited to slanderer Dt. 22:19; Permitted Dt. 24:1-2
 
8. Newlywed does not have to serve in military for 1 year DT. 24:5
 
9. Exclusion from temple for 10 generations for anyone born of a forbidden marriage. Dt. 32:2
 
C. New Testament
 
1. Gospels- Jesus’ teaching
         a. "Those whom God has joined together, let no one  separate"   Matt. 19:1-12; Mark 10:1-12   Divorce is because people are hard-hearted; Divorce for other than unchastity then remarriage = adultery. Teaching on eunuchs.
         b. "In the resurrection there will be no marriage" Rules of the Kingdom are totally different than world’s rules. Matt. 22: 23-30; Mk 12: 18-25
         c. "Those who hear the word of God and do it are my true family"  Luke 8:19-21 Jesus redefines what "family" means.  See also Matt. 10: 34-39
         d. How Jesus treated "sinful" women:
                John 4:1-26  Woman with 5 husbands
                John 8:1-11   Woman caught in adultery
                 "neither do I condemn you."

2. Epistles- Paul’s letters
         a. I Cor. 7   Marry if you must but better not to marry
         b. Heb. 13:4   Hold marriage in honor; God will judge fornicators and adulterers

 

 3.    Marriage in History
               A.   Polygamy accepted in many cultures and ages
               B.   Arranged marriages normative until 12th c. when courtly love and romance became basis for marriage in western culture.
               C. Ancient Rome included temple prostitutes and legally recognized homosexual marriages (Boswell)
               D. Pre-Modern Europe- church blessed same-sex unions, nuptial liturgy
               E.  1215: Marriage declared a sacrament by the Roman Catholic Church  
               F. 1563- Marriage must be celebrated in presence of priest and 2 witnesses.
              G. 19th Century: "Boston Marriage" 2 women living ind. of male
              H.  Bans vs. Interracial marriage
                      1905 banned in CA; 1895-1998- banned in South Carolina
                       1843: MA ends ban; 1967: Supreme Court ends bans on IM
                        1978-Mormons end ban

 

4. Marriage: "Civil" / "Sacred"
              A. The "sanctity of Marriage
                        1. RC: Sacrament= a saving reality
                             Purpose: procreation until 30 yrs ago, then Union for mutual comfort and support
                        2. UCC: "Covenanted Commitment that has it’s foundation in faithfulness of God’s love."  A Rite, not a Sacrament
                        
            B. Civil Rights of Marriage
                        1. Legal benefits of marriage
                        2. "freedom to marry" one of constitutional freedoms?
                        3.  Constitutional  changes?

 

        C. Redefining "Marriage"
                   1.  evolution of marriage
                   2. Threat to traditional marriage

 


Questions for discussion:

 

1. How do you define marriage? What makes a marriage "sacred"?
2. How does same-gender marriage threaten traditional marriage?
3. What do you fear most about allowing same-gender marriages?
4. What do you fear most about not allowing same-gender marriages?
5. What do you think God is up to in the world? 
 


After the 3 Forums, there will be a prayer vigil on May 15th to pray for all the members of the church and their discernment for what God is calling us to do here at Oldtown. 
The process on May 16th will be to have ballots in envelopes with names of church members on them. The ballot will be anonymous. You will be asked to check the box for either: 1. The Oldtown sanctuary will be open to same-gender marriages  or 2. The Oldtown sanctuary will not be open to same-gender marriages. 
According to our By-laws, all ACTIVE members are eligible to vote. The list of current active members is on the last page of this newsletter. If your name is not on the list, you are not considered an ACTIVE member. In order to reactivate your membership status, you need to let the clerk know by March 15th.  The By-laws require a 90-day minimum on membership before being able to vote, but the Church Committee has voted to lessen that to 60 days for this special circumstance. 

 

A New Members class will be held on March 14 and the Reception of New Members will be on March 21. For folks who have been members in the past and who have let their membership lapse or their names have been taken off the list, please contact the clerk, Carolyn Chretien, so that we may set the record straight and be ready for May 16th. 
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Please keep the church office notified of any changes in address or phone numbers and also e-mail addresses.
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Critique and Mystique


Well it was another Oldtown success!  Peek-A-Boutique was open for the two Sundays prior to Valentine’s Day and brought in $590. The sum goes to Oldtown’s general budget. Thank you. Thank you. Thank you to everyone who donated and bought Valentine’s gifts at the boutique.

And yes, the Stewardship Committee is so excited about Peek-a-boutique’s mystique that we are going to try it again for EASTER! Please, if you have any Easter items, crafts or otherwise, to donate, speak with Kelly Thibeault, Dot Morel, Carolyn Chretien or Jo-Ellen Fisher.

And please, while you’re planning for Easter, think about purchasing creative and inexpensive gifts for friends and relatives from the Peek-A-Boutique. We will be open after worship on Sundays, March 28th, April 4th, and Easter Sunday, April 11th.

 

The May Day Not-So-Silent Display at the May Day Array

The May 1st, may Day, celebrations at Oldtown will feature as array of fun activities, many of which are still in the planning stages as we go to print in February. What we do know is that in addition to the two seatings of the Turkey Supper at 4:30 and 6 pm, there will be a may Day Not-So-Silent Auction in Maxcy hall from 1-7:30 pm. The final bids and announcement of high bidders will come just after the end of the turkey suppers.
So now, Stewardship needs YOUR help. Please be thinking about items that you and your family can donate to the May Day Display of Not-So-Silent Auction offerings. Items can include gift certificates, handmade crafts, new items, antiques, collectibles, gently used (in great condition) items, etc. Not-So-Silent donations are usually thought of as being better than flea market or yard sale donations.
As you frequent local businesses, works at your place of employment, engage in creative activities, and clean out your (or someone else’s) attic, basement, garage, home, please think about donations to the May Day Array Not-So-Silent Auction Display. And please, listen for more news about Oldtown’s fabulous May Day Array!

 

Welcome to the Mission Corner:

Dedicated to Serving Christ

The Missions Committee thanks all who generously contributed to Souper Bowl Sunday - we raised $269 to assist the Attleboro Area Council of Churches' six weekly soup kitchens.  In 2003, these kitchens served 40,000 meals.

On Sunday, February 8th, Dot Embree from the AACC spoke to the Missions members after worship to inform us what programs they sponsor to help the needy and homeless in our area.  Their most urgent needs are for freezer space for soup kitchen provisions and storage space for used furniture.  If you can help in any way please contact the AACC at 

Please lend your support to the Sunday School's Lenten mission project to collect items to stock the AACC and NA Public Health (508) 222-2933 pantries.  All donations will be gratefully accepted - there are so many people in need.
Christine Pandozzi 
for the Missions Committee
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On Our Prayer List: Shirley, Judi Silverstein, Julie Robinson, Shirley, Bob Johnstone, Roberta, Jack, Pauline, Tracy, Richard, Bob Chamberlain, Dottie Anderson, Vangie Bennett, Matt Kozatek, Mrs. Montero and family, Mikaela, Benny Fratus, Marie Thomas, Billy, Sandy Spicer, Karen McLaughlin, Patricia Vigorito, Amanda, Valerie, Alan England, Linda & Janis, Bill, Ken, Steve, Alex, Dave, Adam and Jacqui, Bob Deveau & family; Sandy, Alida Haynes, Robin, Paulette, Colleen, Betsy, Noah, Don Bailey, Lori & family, Barbara Pasquantonio, Betsy, Marcia Brinson, Virginia, Rick and Penny Gates, Branden, Geordie, Lori Vallevona, Jean, Ernie Sears. The family of Rob Campgnone
And our shut-ins: Marion Horman, Dottie Greene, Nora Roesser, Irene Hobbs, Virgina Hall and Marion Andreason

Please let us know who should be included. Remember, first names only unless you have permission from the person we are praying for.


A Letter from Seminary
[image: image9.wmf]Hi Everyone,

I have been working as a Chaplain intern at Eleanor Slater Hospital in Cranston since January. Every week I work 14 hours at the hospital doing clinical work, like visiting patients and holding worship services and prayer groups. In addition to the clinical work, I spend 7 hours a week doing an educational piece at Rhode Island Hospital. It has been wonderful!! It’s hard work, but it is also very exciting to get hands on experience. 

I’m also very excited to be leading the Wednesday evening Lenten series in Oldtown. We will be meeting in Maxcy Hall on Wednesday the 3rd,10th and 17th at 7pm to focus on Spirituality. The first week we will be discussing everyday spirituality, and how it is possible to feel close to God doing everyday activities. The second week we will be focusing on ancient Spiritual practices like Centering and Lectio Divina. The third week I will be bringing the labyrinth from Andover Newton so everyone can experience this spiritual tool that works as a metaphor of the twists and turns in our journey through life. Everyone is welcome to attend and no experience is necessary!! 

As always thank you for your encouragement and support,

Kelly
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Salad Dressing

Please continue to save your empty pint (16 oz.) bottles from salad dressing or Karo, vinegar, etc. They must be glass and please soak and remove as much of the labels as possible. Also needed are the 1/2 pint sizes. You can leave them on the front bench in the narthex of the church. Thanks.
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We record our Sunday Services, so those who could not attend can share in our worship.  Call the church office at 695-1713 if you'd like to borrow a tape or CD.

DEACON'S CORNER

  I know I speak for all the Deacons, when I say how pleased and excited we are to be able to welcome two new Deacons to the board.  Bette Hemmingsen and Patty Micheli have both accepted the invitation to become Deacons and were ordained by Pastor during Sunday worship in February.  We very much look forward to working with them as they share their gifts and talents.  Speaking of Deacons, we were so pleased to see Jim Brinson at the February Church Committee Meeting.  Marcia is coming along very well.  We miss them both and look forward to the time when they will both be a visible part of our Oldtown family again.  

Please remember everyone on our prayer list each day.  Each name on the list has been placed there by someone who truly cares.  Please add your prayers to theirs.  Thank you.  I talked with Nora for a few minutes on the phone.  She misses Oldtown and coming to worship here.  She continues to have health concerns and I know appreciates your prayers.  I am sure she would appreciate a little note to keep in touch, also.

The Deacon's monthly meetings will be held on the first Wednesday of each month at 7:00 PM.  The change has been made to better meet the needs of the board members.  March will be the exception, however, due to the Lenten Series, we will meet on Thursday, March 4th.

During our February meeting, the Board accepted my offer to remain as Chairman, and Scott's offer to remain as Treasurer.  Bette was elected Secretary.  Holly has been sending notes monthly to our shut-ins and has offered to continue.

Thank you to the Stewardship Committee for the Valentine Boutique.  It was a grand idea and a lot of fun!!

There will be "Worship and Workshops" offered from 3:00 to 6:00 on March 28th in Duxbury.  These will take the place of the 'Suitcase Seminars" held in the past and will be offering a wide variety of subjects.  Please see Pastor for more information.  Would you please take an extra couple of minutes to wear your name tag at Sunday morning worship.  If you do not have a name tag as yet, please print your name (first and last) on a 3 X 5 card found on the table in the entry hall and place it in the large round basket, which is also on the table.

As you recall, Pastor's church family presented her with a monetary gift which was given as but a 
token of what she means to each of us and to Oldtown as a whole.  She has chosen to purchase two new robes as her "gift" from the congregation.  One is off-white with cutouts around the bottom and sleeves--the other robe is white with cross cutouts along the bottom.  They are both beautiful and Pastor is so excited to have them.  Thank you to each of you.

While walking early one clear, crisp morning this week, I suddenly became aware of loud, insistent chirping coming from a cardinal--beautiful and bright scarlet--perched at the very top of bear branches waving in the breeze.  I felt the excitement and promise of Spring!  Kelly will be offering our Lenten series of inner renewal.  She will have the labyrinth on March 17th.  The first two classes (March 3 & 10) will be 7:00 - 8:30 and the third on March 17th will be 7:00 -9:00.  This is a wonderful opportunity to take some time for yourself during Lent.
Respectfully submitted,

Betty Grant, Chairman

Board of Deacons  

[image: image12.wmf]Christian Education 

The Sunday School has chosen its Lenten mission project: the AACC and NA Public Health Nurse pantries!  On each Sunday during Lent, the children will be collecting items to be donated to help needy people right in our own backyards.  Each week will target a different item: February 29th:  Canned goods  March 7th  Boxed goods  March 14th  Toiletries  March 21st  Paper goods  March 28th  Gift from the heart (whatever you choose).  The children learn so much from helping others and our missions project will prove to them that Lent is a very special, meaningful time in the church year.  Please participate in our project and show the children that they can make a difference!
Blessings to you all,
The CE Committee
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THIS FACE HASN’T FELT A RAZOR SINCE FEBRUARY 1991!

That’s when Ed Clavette retired from the Massachusetts Air National Guard.  He likes his beard and says he’d have to have a real good reason to shave it off. 
Well, he’s found a reason.  The Oldtown Congregation, which he belongs to, has a church building that was built in 1828.  Its historic Steeple & Bell need repairs, so he’s decided to offer his beard (except moustache) to raise pledges for funds to fix them.  The more raised, the longer it stays off.
Aren’t you curious to see what’s under that beard?  His children don’t even remember what he looks like without it.  
Make a pledge, let’s see what’s there, and raise a steeple too!
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Send you name, address, phone and pledge amount to:
(Immediate donations in lieu of a pledge are gratefully accepted.)
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH UCC
675 Old Post Road, North Attleborough, MA 02760

Or call: 508-695-1713; 508-695-2214; 
Or email OldtownUCC@AOL.com 

Pledge drive ends: APRIL 17, 2004 

All contributions are tax-deductible to the full extent of the law.

Upcoming Church Events at Oldtown!

	March 3
	Lenten Series, 7- 8:30 pm, led by Kelly Thibeault 

	March 4
	Board of Deacons, 7 pm 

	March 7
	Lent Two; Girl Scout Sunday

	March 9
	Church Committee, 7 pm

	March 10
	Lenten Series, 7- 8:30 pm

	March 13
	Corned Beef and Cabbage Supper

	March 14:
	Lent 3: New Members Class after worship

Chimes rehearsal after worship

	March 17
	Lenten Series: Labyrinth, 7-9 pm

	March 20
	Forum Two; 9-11 am

	March 21
	Lent Four; new members; Chimes after worship; 
One Great Hour of Sharing, special offering

	March 21
	Deacons, 7 pm

	March 28
	Lent 5; Chimes after worship; 
Equipping the Saints workshops in Duxbury, 3-6 pm.


 

March 2004





Email:OldtownUCC@AOL.com


    Web Site: Oldtownucc.tripod.com
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