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From the Pastor:

As we pass into the Easter season of the church year, we change the clocks and notice the light lingering longer as we watch the trees bud and the crocuses bloom.  Springtime and all the new life around us reminds us that we are all blessed by the new life and light of the Risen Christ.

Now that we have seen the empty tomb and proclaimed that death has lost all its power, what does that mean for our lives?  How do we celebrate the Risen Lord among us in our everyday lives?  What difference does it make to us that God raised Jesus from the dead?  Will the assurance and promise of eternal life make any impact on our earthly, time-bound lives?

These are pretty deep questions--the stuff of many volumes of intellectual and philosophical writings.  But what church is about is not the dry discourse of theory and doctrine.  It is the active engagement of Christians in the everyday decisions we face as disciples of Christ.  It’s not just asking, “What would Jesus do?” before making a choice, but asking, “What will I do, as a committed Christian person striving to be a follower of Jesus?”  And it can only help to be in a community of other folks with similar desires to follow Christ.  That’s what we do as “church”--to help one another, pray for one another, enter into the dialogue of what it means to be faithful and to work together in the mission and ministry of Christ.

Oldtown does “church” well.  Come and see.  Come be a part of this community of seekers and finders, servers and helpers.  Come to the auction.  Come to Family Movie Night.  And come to worship.  You will find friends and a warm welcome.

And you may find the support and encouragement you’ve been looking for in trying to figure out those “deep” questions.

Only by grace,


















 Pastor Katrina

Welcome to the Mission Corner:

Dedicated to Serving Christ

The UCC's One Great Hour of Sharing on Sunday, March 10th was just another wonderful example of the generous and giving spirit of Oldtown.  Thanks to all for a total of $285.00 to be used for the UCC's Missions throughout the world.


Thanks to the employees of the Family Pet Center at Emerald Square Mall (especially Emily Hossfield) for collecting toys for children of various ages and asking us to find these toys good homes.  We have inventoried the toys and sorted them according to age and gender and will be contacting social service agencies that serve children in our area.


We would also like to welcome James Dusseault to the Missions Committee!


The next Missions meeting will take place on Sunday, April 14th after worship.

Christine Pandozzi 

For the Missions Committee

Have you heard about…

 
THE TREASURE BOX?

[image: image4.wmf]This year’s Theme, “A Treasure To Share” will be acted out as we fill the box with symbols of our own families. A collage, or picture page, a symbol of who you are as a family.  We’ll open the box next November to share all the pleasures of our treasure.  Be thinking about what your family wants to add to the BOX!

Christian Education
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 On Saturday, March 30th at 1pm, we’ll be having our annual Oldtown Egg Hunt.  We’ll be gathering to sing some songs, decorate some Easter cookies and hunt for some eggs.  It’s sure to be a great time. What if it rains?  We’ll hunt inside!! So mark your calendars and come join us for some Easter fun.  

On Friday April 12th from 6:30 -8:30pm, we’ll be having a Family Movie Night.  Wear your PJ’s and bring your blankies for a fun night of movies, snacks and fellowship.  Children in 3rd grade and up are invited to stay for an Oldtown overnight! Donuts and juice will be served for breakfast and we ask that the children staying overnight be picked up at 8am on Saturday.  

Oldtown Hope (our youth group) has been working hard on cleaning up the “upper room” for a place to call their own.  Thank you to the Trustees for paint and brushes.  They have also been planning the food for the snack bar at the auction on April 21st.  And as if that isn’t enough, they will be getting together on April 13th to bake bread for communion on April 14th.  Oh yeah, and on April 28th our youth will be leading the worship service for Youth Sunday.  Boy, do they have a lot of energy!
Blessings!

CE Committee

Woman’s Spirituality Group

Monday, April 1, 7 pm at 43 Grant St. Attleboro 

We continue our series based on Dr. Phil McGraw’s Book, “Self Matters”. Tonight we discuss the 10 Defining Moments.

Trustee Committee

If this first supper of 2002 is any indication of things to come, we are in for a wonderful year! The Corned Beef and Cabbage supper was a great success.  Thanks to all who helped set up, cook, serve and clean, and to those who came to enjoy this time of food and fellowship.  Congratulations to Denise Achin for a great meal.  This was her first supper as head chef, and she has taken charge. Well done! 

Through the generosity of many people, we've had the pleasure to use the new plastic tables for this supper.  Not only was it a pleasure to dine on, but it helped those who had to put them away after the supper.  We have hung a plaque in the vestry to honor and thank those who gave this gift. 

The trustees are purchasing new card tables. What's next?  Perhaps padded chairs like the ones in Maxcy Hall.  Anyone interested in sponsoring the purchase of a chair, or a set of 8? 

We have a busy schedule ahead of us.  If you've noticed the red block next to the ramp going into Maxcy Hall, they're for the flowerbed on the north side of the church.  The old timbers are going to be removed on April 6th and replaced with block and mortar.  Fred Achin is leading this project. We need helpers to clear the old timbers, to dig and help set the block.  All are invited to help.  We'll be starting at 7A.M. (and with enough help could be done around noon).  Fred will provide the tools, just bring your enthusiasm.  Remember the old and true saying, "Many hand make light work." 

On April 20, we have the "Oldtown Treasure Hunt Auction".  This is a little departure from the usual supper routine and promises to be a lot of fun.  Previewing begins at 4:30 P.M. and Bidding begins at 6.  Pass the word to your friends.  And let us know of any treasures you wish to donate to the auction.  We'll pick up if you wish.  Flyers and donation forms are available in Maxcy Hall.  Our Youth Group, The Old Town Hope, will be serving snacks during the previewing. What's coming in May? Turkey Supper!

Speaking of Old Town Hope...did you know that they we’re cleaning and painting the upper room in the front of the church?  Kelly and Christine are supervising (and working) and they're doing a terrific job!  The trustees have agreed to provide the supplies needed to repaint the walls. 

Congratulations to Dave Kingman, who has been nominated to Trustee Emeritus and approved by the Church Committee on February 28th. Thanks also go to Jen Morrison for all the work she has devoted to this committee.  Jen has stepped back from the trustees to attend to her other demands.  Thank you Jen for your expertise and energy.

We still have a few copies of the Oldtown Directory if you want one. $5 covers the cost of printing. 

We pray you've all enjoyed a blessed Easter. 

God Bless you all,

Edmund Clavette 

Moderator
-----------------------------------------------------------------


In our prayers:

On our Prayer List: Paul Ritter, Ronald, Amy, Merrilee, Uncle Dwight, David Wyatt, Craig Haskins, Nicole Thomas, Marianne King, Marion Andreason, Ralph Hemmingson, Barbara Karpowicz, Bill & Eloise Odom, Martin & Mary Carr, Ken Channell, Larry Mott, Ryan Singley, Jackie Chamberlain & family, Sue, Jim Smith, Sharon Manton, Nick N., Richard Cook, Dean Ricker, Virginia Smith, Norman Phillips, Alan England, Joyce Jordan, Maureen Gambardella, Barbara Ouellette, Marianne Johnson, Tara LoRusso, Edward LoRusso, Tom, Larry, Laura Zilch, Mary Beth, Julie, Jordan DelRicci, 

And our shut-ins: Elsie Morris, Esther Angus, Marion Horman
The Deacon’s Corner

As our newsletter arrives at the first of each month, our Lenten season will be over when April’s copy arrives. I hope it has been a rewarding, reflective time for you….and you are experiencing the joy of Easter in your Spirit and your daily lives. 

Pastor’s 2nd Bible Study gave us considerably deeper understanding of the Lord’s healing of the blind man in the Book of John.  Unfortunately, due to the weather, it was necessary to cancel the 3rd study session.  Holy Week has a very full calendar, so there could not be a re-scheduled evening.

The Tenebrae and Palm Sunday services are always deeply meaningful. However, Pastor’s innovative creativity promises to make the joy of this Easter morning a unique experience for everyone!

Pastor attended the Women’s Conference in Vermont the weekend of March 17th.  We were so pleased to have Rev. Doug Wheeler (accompanied by his daughter, Molly) share his interesting and thought provoking message.  It was a wonderful time of seeing a friend again who helped to guide our church through our Pastoral search before Pastor Katrina came to us.  It was so nice to see them both and hear their family is also doing well. Pastor Katrina often makes mention of how wonderful it is to see how well our church family pulls together – no matter what the need!

The Women’s Spirituality Group meets at Pastor’s house at 7:p.m. on April 1st.

Reminder: April Communion will be the 2nd Sunday, April 14, when the bread served will have been baked by our young people. 

As part of our community outreach, we will be serving lunch to the Lincoln Circle for the Blind in Maxcy Hall at noon on Thursday, April 18th.  If you 

can help by providing sandwiches, etc. or could help serve, please see me or give me a call at 508-695-3167. Thank you.

Youth Sunday will be observed on April 28th when Alan Clavette will be preaching. 

May 19th (Pentecost Sunday) we look forward to welcoming new members.  If you are considering becoming a member of our Oldtown family, please call the church or speak with Pastor.

May 26th will be our next Baptism Sunday. Please contact Pastor for further information if you wish to have your child Baptized. 

We will be offering the “Christian Reader” for a donation of $2.00 on the honor system. The magazine features short, interesting stories of how God came into and is working in a varied cross-section of different lives--from sports personalities like MBA player, A.C. Green and the Minn. Vikings mascot, Ragnar the Barbarian to more gentle authors such as the singer, Rebecca St. James and legendary Gospel teacher of the 1920’s, Henrietta Mears, who had a flair for wearing colorful hats (and a personality to match). I encourage you to look for the current March-April issue and give it a try. I would appreciate any feedback you care to share.

A few lines from a poem by Helen Steiner Rice:

“We see the Hand of God in all,

And in the miracles of Spring,

I ask myself “Just who am I”

That God should send His only Son,

That my salvation would be won.

Take Care and God Bless,

Betty Grant

Chairman Board of Deacons
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Conference, UCC

April 11-13
Word Life conference on Hip-Hop and Faith at Andover Newton No charge. See Bulletin Board for Reservation form



April 19-20 
New England Economic Justice Conference in Westbrook, ME



April 27
Curriculum Fair at Christ Church, Brockton 9:30-2 pm



Friday May 3
Inspiring Generosity-- Stewardship workshop in Northampton, 9 am to 3 pm



Sat. May 4
Youth Fellowship Dance party at Warner Farm, Cummington                     2-9 pm



Sat. May 4
New Eng. Conference on Safe Church Policies and Procedures 8:30 am to 4 pm at Andover Newton, in Newton Centre, MA



Sat. May 11
Cross-Cultural Relationships in the Church, The Walker Center Newton, MA  9 am to 4 pm. Cost $25.



Sun. May 19
Spirit Event- for Senior High Youth



Summer Conference material is in!

New England Conference on Mission will be held July 20-23 at Geneva point Center in NH.
Craigville Retreats:

For women:

“Giving Voice to the Child Within”

May 10-11   Cost: $95.
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Please keep the church office notified of any changes in address or phone numbers and also e-mail addresses.

From the Old Colony Association

The Rev. Virginia Childs will be installed as pastor of the Mattapoisett Congregational Church on Sunday, April 28. UCC Minister and President, Nancy Taylor will preach at the 5 pm service.
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April Birthdays

April 5
Anthony Meadows

April 9
Ann Kingman

April 10
Eric Kingman

April 11
Henry Chretien

April 15
Scott Brown

April 20
Lori Burgess

April 21
Katie King, 

Katrina Clinton

April 22
Matthew and Nicholas Edwards

April 23
Skip Harrop, 

Kayla Girling

April 24
Noah Burgess

April 29
Kirsten Estey

Oldtown Chit Chat

The sympathy of the congregation goes to Steve and Nancy Mankavech and family on the loss of his father…..Grampa Mank.

Sympathy also to Irene and Doc Hobbs on the loss of her neice.

Happy to report that Irene Muir and Nora Roesser have stopped their tag team match of being in and out of Sturdy Hospital.  Stay well ladies!!

Hoping that Marion Andreason will be back soon after a bout with shingles.

There seems to be one person still missing in that back pew and that is Norm Johnstone.  Gain your strength and come back soon Norm…you are missed!

Word has been received from Kerri Harrop Crauder who is in Germany with her husband Ben and son Zachary.  They receive the Oldtown Spirit by e-mail and are so happy to hear the news of Oldtown.  She said they go to the Protestant services on the base, but it’s not Oldtown!

Lori Burgess has been in touch and has sent a picture of those beautiful twins who are now 19 months old. Check them out on the bulletin board in Maxcy Hall.

Wasn’t it nice that Marion Horman could get out to the supper! It was great to see you!

Following choir rehearsal on Monday the 18th there appeared on the railing at the top of the ramp the cutest little snowman you ever saw complete with stick arms, etc.  He lasted until early afternoon on Tuesday when after bending slowly backwards all day, he lost his head!!  Could this have been the work of F.N. or K.N. or was it some other?

Glad to report that Ralph Hemmingsen is home after his heart surgery and doing well!

Robert and Kathy Kennedy along with son Hunter are now living in Manchester, NH and were two buildings away from the terrible fire there. Kathy said there are about thirty families left homeless, some escaping with only a few clothes and possessions.  She also reports that they have just returned from Moscow, Russia with their newly adopted baby daughter who's about 6 weeks difference in age from Hunter. Congratulations friends and glad you're safe!

Dave and Lynne Sias have joined the church at Center Harbor, NH.  It was built in about the same time frame as this one and according to Dave, except for the doors on the pews, is set up very much the same way.  It has a membership of about 200 people.  They are fine, think of us often, and the door is always open at Meredith Neck! 














Carolyn

GOBBLE!! GOBBLE!!!
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The Corned Beef and Cabbage Supper is behind us and Denise and company are readying for the Turkey Supper to be held in May.  Turkeys are on sale this week and Denise will be purchasing 8 of them to put into our freezer.  At 59 cents per pound maybe some of you would be willing to donate the cost of the bird making our profit margin even larger.  A 20 pound bird would cost approximately $12.00.  Also needed are people who can roast a bird at home and bring it in by noon the day of the supper.  Any volunteers???  Let Denise, Ed or Carolyn know before then....the big birds will be chilling out!! 

Services on Tape

[image: image10.wmf]We record our Sunday Services, so those who could not attend can share in our worship.  Call the church office at 695-1713 if you'd like to borrow a tape.
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Did You Know?

Did you come to the Corned Beef and Cabbage Supper?  Maybe you wondered where the recipe for the Irish Bread came from.  It seemed to be very popular and I have been asked to share it with you.  This is the story behind it.

In October of 1954, the church voted to call Rev. Harold H. Rogers as its minister.  He was serving the Plympton Congregational Church and also the Halifax Congregational Church, which were located quite close to each other. He accepted the offer and came for a total package of $3,113.00 with housing at the parsonage.  He got the month of August for vacation and if he was absent at any other times during the months the church was open, it was his responsibility to provide a supply minister. 

Olive was his wife and they were a most charming, gracious English couple giving the appearance of being freshly scrubbed and polished every day!  She was very active with the Sunday School and young people and made beautifully knitted items for the Fair.  She’s the one who started the tradition of putting the display of harvest vegetables on the altar for Thanksgiving. They always made house visits together and I remember her always referring to him as “Daddy”. They served Oldtown until his retirement in 1961.

Mrs. Rogers was an excellent cook and made many English dishes including Lemon Curd Tarts which were delicious.  The following is her recipe for the Irish Bread.
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4 C flour






1 tsp. salt

1 ¼  C sugar






½  package raisins

(candied fruit peels may also be added)

2 tsp. baking powder





1 tsp. baking soda





1 pint sour milk

¼ lb. butter or margarine

· First of all, I add one or two tblsp. of vinegar or lemon juice to a 2 C measuring cup and then fill with milk.  This will sour it.  

· Sift dry ingredients twice. (I don’t bother to do this). 

· Work in the shortening with 2 knives or a pastry blender until the pieces are small like peas.  

· Add the raisins and fruit.  

· Add the sour milk.  

· Grease and flour a sponge cake tin (ring pan) or it may be baked in loaves like at the supper.  The round tin will take about 1 hour at 350(.

The beauty of this recipe is that it doesn’t even require a mixer!

During the time that the Rogers were here a special project was begun and finished to extend the kitchen and furnace room.  Also, added were the rest rooms downstairs and a new cement floor was poured in the vestry.  The exterior of the church was also painted.  A hurricane took down a large spruce tree in front of the church where the Todd Garden is now and also caused much damage to the steeple.  The weathervane had to be removed and after repairs were made it was once more replaced to its prominent spot.  It was also during this time frame that our famous Chicken Barbecues were held and Elsie Morris’s Famous French Dressing was born!
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SALAD DRESSING

Please continue to save empty pint and half-pint glass salad dressing bottles. They should be washed clean, labels removed as much as possible and left on the bench in the front narthex near the door. 

Upcoming Church Events at Oldtown!

April 7
Worship, 10 am  (Daylight Savings Time begins)

April 11
Board of Trustees, 7 pm

April 12
Family Movie Night followed by sleepover for grade 3 and up

April 13
Oldtown Youth Group- Bread-baking

April 14
Communion Sunday; Mission Comm. After worship

April 18
Board of Deacons, 7 pm

April 19
Auction set-up

April 20
Treasure Hunt Auction  430 pm, snack bar open, 6 pm bidding begins

April 21
Good Shepherd Sunday

April 22
Christian Education Committee, 7 pm

April 23
Newsletter Submissions Due

April 24
Church Committee, 7 pm

April 28
Youth Sunday & Compassion Sunday 

Fairhaven Installation in afternoon 
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Treasure Hunt

Auction

Saturday, April 20, 2002

4:30 pm- Preview & Snack Bar open

6:00- Bidding Begins
Donation Sensations:

Gift Certificates, Antiques, Collectibles

Pastel of Oldtown Steeple,

Specialty Baskets, Wood Crafts,

Fabric Crafts, Labor services

And so much more!!!!

April 2002





Email:OldtownUCC@AOL.com


    Web Site: Oldtownucc.tripod.com
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