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From the Pastor:

Spring has had a difficult time of appearing this year. Winter wouldn’t seem to let go and then summer temperatures came and winter seemed to return for a couple of days. The crocuses and jonquils were confused to say the least. Our uneasiness as a nation through the war with Iraq has given us new perspectives on life and death and the resurrection power of Jesus Christ.

Our Easter proclamation is that God has conquered sin and death. The final battle over evil has already been won. "If God is for us, who can be against us?"

It is imperative that we keep proclaiming the Good News of Easter’s empty tomb and our Risen Savior. The assurance of God’s steadfast love is an anchor of faith for our children and their children….through all seasons.

As we look to the day of Pentecost and the birthday of the church, may we be the Easter People, full of hope and joy in the light of Christ that dawned on Easter day and shines on in this world through the power of the Holy Spirit.

Our Confirmands are completing their studies and looking forward to Pentecost, the day of their Confirmation and joining the church.  There will be Baptisms and new members and suppers and art shows.  All the signs of hope and growth are spring-ing up all around Oldtown.

Happy Spring….finally!

Only by grace,

Pastor Katrina
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The Summer Camping material is in. There are camps for folks from Grade 4 to Seniors. They are held at Oceanwood, Grotonwood and Craigville. You’ll find more information on the Bulletin Board in Maxcy Hall.

Advance reports have arrived for the 204th Annual Meeting of the Massachusetts Conference of the United Church of Christ. This year’s theme is "Widening the Welcome--Joining Generations" There will be four resolutions this year: 

1. To invite Congregations to Endorse the Earth Charter 

2. A resolution Concerning a Christian Response to War 

3. Resolution for a Healthy Tomorrow 

4. Proposed 2004 Compensation Guidelines for Clergy.

[image: image4.wmf]There will many workshops available and main presenters are Reverends Matthew and Elizabeth Boulton who are pastors of a New Church start in Roslindale. Kelly Thibeault is a delegate for our church. We are allowed two delegates. Anyone interested in learning more about our denomination and representing Oldtown on June 6-7 in Mount Holyoke?.

The New England Association of Church Educators will be meeting in Craigville from May 13-15. Pastor Katrina has been asked to lead the initial worship service and to provide artwork for this event.

News From the 

Confirmation Class

This past month we had guest teachers to tell us about Missions, Stewardship and our Oldtown History.  We have a retreat march 28-29 and we are looking forward to leading worship on April 27th, Youth Sunday!
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We record our Sunday Services, so those who could not attend can share in our worship.  Call the church office at 695-1713 if you'd like to borrow a tape or CD.


From the Southeast Area

Even if you have not registered for THE COMMA, the Southeast Area’s Biggest Church Picnic to be held on May 3rd, you can come for part or all of this special day of celebration to be held at Hanover High School. There are workshops in the morning and programs for youth and children as well. Kelly is doing some story-telling in the Children’s program, and all those greeting cards we’ve been collecting will be used in the youth program as the teens make eyeglass care instruction cards that go with the eyeglasses donated to South America.  Pastor Katrina has done the artwork for this event and will have a booth there for her stoles and such. Worship is at 3:45 under the Big Tent. If you just want to come for that, that’s fine! We need a Banner carrier!

The Biennial Meeting of the Mass. State Women’s Fellowship will be held on Saturday, May 17 from 9:30 am to 1pm at the First congregational Church of Spencer, MA. The theme is "Mission Possible: Inside and Out". Worship will be led by Rev. Sue Remick.

From the Attleboro Area 

Council of Churches

Something new: A GOLF MARATHON!  Tuesday, June 10th at the Wentworth Hills Golf and Country Club in Plainville, golfers will spend the day golfing to raise money for the Council of Churches. They think you’ll be able to play 100 holes. The cost is $100. ( a dollar a hole, unless you can get more sponsors and collect more). There will be prizes given and all registrants get a Ashworth Golf Shirt and a dozen golf balls as well as a chance at a million dollar hole-in-one prize. Tee off is at 7:30 am. The marathon stops when it either gets too dark to see or the staff runs us off. More information is on the Bulletin Board, or you can call the Council at 508-222-2933.


Stewardship News:

Oldtown Expressions is really shaping up. Have you seen the board with all the donations listed? WOW! We’re going to have some great artwork and items to auction off.  Come anytime between 3 and 7:30 pm on May 10th. Make a bid-and then keep watching the tote board. Bid as often as you like. Final bids will be at 7:30 pm.

As we approach the summer months, your Stewardship Committee reminds you to keep those pledges up to date--we still have bills to pay and missions to serve. During July when we are at Second Church, please use your envelopes so that they can be directed to Oldtown. August services will be at Oldtown. All the loose offerings go to the host church of the month. As always, thank you for your support. You make our church family a healthy and alive faith community.
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Time sure does fly when you’re having fun. I can’t believe that the Sunday school year is almost at an end.  Be sure to join us in worship on May 18th for Children’s Sunday, when we celebrate the children of our congregation. The children will be leading worship and teaching us about how they worked this year to make the world a better place. Plan to join us after worship for our annual family picnic. We’ll provide the hot dogs, chips, drinks and ice cream sundaes. Families are encouraged to bring a potluck salad. Everyone is invited so please join us!

From The Treasurers

Just a reminder to please keep your pledges up to date. Your kind donations are used to pay utility bills, insurance, payroll, and all other necessary expenses for keeping our church up and running all year. 

Thank You! 


Baptisms

Baptisms are scheduled for May 11th, June 15 and 22. Please speak to Pastor Katrina or a Deacon if you want to be included.
Vacation Bible School is coming!

Aug. 8&9 with Celebration Sunday on the 10th!"Zoom Zone- Discover Jesus is Forever"

THANK YOU !!!

Prices had been checked to purchase a cart to hold our dining room tables so they would not be damaged from the cement floor or get mold and mildewed from the dampness. It would be approximately $150 to $200 plus depending on the model and also the shipping costs which were very high.  Henry Chretien asked Jeff Badger about building one and Jeff has graciously donated the materials and his time to weld one together for us. Henry painted it and installed the plywood wood floor.  It’s now in the dining room loaded up with tables and should serve us well for many years.  Thanks you so much you smart guys!!!

FROM THE FLOWER COMMITTEE

Thank you so much everyone for the beautiful display on Easter morning.  We had 65 plants this year…..10 lilies, 20 daffodils, 20 tulips and 15 hyacinths.  It’s enough to send your allergies into orbit, but oh so pretty!!
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Blanket Sunday

Blanket Sunday will once again be held on Mother’s Day, May 11th. The blankets we buy go to help victims of floods and other disasters as well as refugees all around the world. 

DID YOU KNOW???

By Carolyn 

Karen McLoughlin was recently cleaning out her grandparents home and ran across a copy of an Oldtown Cookbook from 1963.  Looking over old Mutual Helper records I found that back in the early 1900’s they had some kind of cookbook, but no mention of how it was printed, sold, etc.  The one that Karen found was made up and sold by the Colonial Guild, a women’s group that lasted from the 60’s into the 80’s. 

The Oldtown Cook Book had the following first page.

IN APPRECIATION

This is more than a “Cook Book”. It is a collection of favorite recipes contributed by members of the First Congregational Church of Oldtown and their friends. The names attached denote by whom the recipes were submitted and do not necessarily imply originality. Happy Cooking!







The Colonial Guild ---1963

There were three small books about 3” X 5”. One contained recipes for main dishes and salads. Another had breads, cookies and puddings, and the third was cakes and pies. Dottie Greene typed up all the recipes that were sent in and they were printed up. Covers were made of some kind of stock and we covered them with contact paper---red and white check, gold and white check, and white with pink ovals and gold slashes. Someone had access to a binding machine at their work and the little books were bound with a plastic spiral binding. They were sold either in sets or separately and were a big hit. Many of the contributors have passed away, but some are still here at Oldtown.

In the 70’s, it was decided that we should once again publish a cookbook. This time by one of those companies who made a business of printing church and organization cookbooks. The only catch was we had to order about 1000 copies and it took us several years to sell all of those...but we did!!!  It was called  Oldtowne Favorites and this was the first page.


Expression of Appreciation

The Cookbook Committee would like to thank the many members and friends of The First Congregational Church for the generous giving of their time and energy in the compilation of this cookbook.

Our belief that “there are no cooks like the cooks of Oldtowne” is turned into reality in the publication of this book, and we are excited over the thought that, through its use, many people will enjoy our “Oldtowne Favorites” for years to come.

Thanks for sharing!

The Cookbook Committee

In tribute to Dottie, here is her wonderful recipe for those delicious Cinnamon Twists that we all enjoyed for so many years.
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(makes 32)

· Dough:

1 pkg. dry yeast



2 tbsp. sugar

¼ c warm water



½ tsp. salt

2 eggs






3 c flour

2 sticks butter or margarine

· Topping for dough:

1 c sugar





1 tsp. cinnamon

Melt margarine and set aside to cool. Dissolve yeast in warm water and set aside. In a large bowl, beat eggs and add yeast mixture. Sift together the flour, sugar and salt and add to egg/yeast mixture, then add melted margarine and blend thoroughly. Cover the top of bowl with Saran Wrap and place in refrigerator for at least 2 hours or overnight.

Divide dough into 4 portions. Roll each portion into a circle (like a pie dough) to approximately the size of 13 or 14 inches. On each portion, sprinkle1/4 cup of the sugar-cinnamon mix to within ¼ inch from edge of circle. Cut each circle of dough into 8 pieces (as if cutting a pie). Roll dough from the larger outside edge to center point and place on greased cookie sheets. Cover with cloth and let stand in warm place about 1 hour. Bake at 325 for 15 minutes or until lightly browned.
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By the time you read this letter, I’ll probably be in the middle of finals week. I’ve had a wonderful semester filled with new insights on how the liturgical year effects our worship, how to make sense of the Old Testament, how to write an exegesis paper, how Hospice chaplincy works, and how to really listen and be present for others. I am looking forward to participating in the Comma Event in Hanover in May and the Annual Meeting for UCC Mass Conference in June. I’d like to thank you all for the wonderful words of encouragement and support you continually give me. I am truly blessed to have such supportive family and friends behind me. 

Thanks!

Kelly

Our Sympathy goes out to:

The Nyskohus family at the loss of Sam Melnyczuk and Jackie Chamberlain’s family

On our prayer list:

[image: image10.wmf]On our Prayer List: Charlie Fillis, Nicole Thomas, Betsy McCarthy, Sue St. Don, Brendan Baker, Sharon Manton, Gordon Manton, Steve Dennis, Edith Cushman, Andrew, Mike Vigorito, Keith Cronin, Austin Ryder, Sue Impellizeri, Bridget, Jane Doe, Jackson, Virginia Smith, Arthur, Raymond Rourke, Miranda Berkley, David Bennett, Jean Cleveland, Herb Tinkham, Brandon, Lois, Dwight, Barbara and Philly, The Daina family, Elizabeth, Irene Muir, Nora Roesser, Michelle Hirsch, Jeff Charron, Marion Andreason, Adelle, Jimmy & Michael, Dr. James Dooley, Jack Thimo, Blanche Rawson, Alan England, Lise Beaudoin, Janis Narjolis, Cathy Hager, Bill Hewson, Lori Vallevona, George Robinson, Vita Corbett, Geordie Robinson, David Durkee and all our military personnel. The families of Elizabeth Perkins, Sam Melnyczuk, Lawrence Coburn and Jacquelyn Chamberlain

And our shut-ins: Marion Horman, Dottie Greene, Irene Hobbs


Welcome to the Mission Corner:

Dedicated to Serving Christ
A GREAT BIG THANK YOU to the people of Oldtown for outstanding generosity to the One Great Hour of Sharing campaign for the United Church of Christ - donations totaled $405.00! Those dollars will benefit hurting and hungry people all over the world. 

The Missions Committee would like to thank Eagle Scout candidate Jason Audette for coming to Oldtown and putting a face to the person responsible for Operation Honor. We collected a variety of items and the congregation and Sunday School children composed personal greetings to enclose in the packages. Can you imagine the smile on the face of a dusty, tired soldier thousands of miles from home who opens one of Jason's packages? Well, on April 12th our contributions were combined with all the rest to make a very impressive amount of items to cheer up soldiers. Approximately 150 boxes were tightly packed with baby wipes, stationery, microwave popcorn, candy, toothpaste, children's artwork, letters and some Oldtown Angels! Jason and his troop were organized, efficient and TIRED! But they did an awesome job and should be very proud of themselves. The Missions Committee assembled 24 Easter baskets to be distributed by the Public Health Nurse. There were some for boys and some for girls and Lori Brown did a wonderful job of purchasing the contents.

Mother's Day, Sunday May 11th, is also Blanket Sunday. That is when we offer Mother's Day cards in exchange for donations to Church World Service's Tools of Hope and Blanket Program. This wonderful organization purchases farm and construction tools for needy villages around the world and the blankets are distributed in emergencies and disasters such as 9/11. Please consider honoring your mother or any special person with a donation to Church World Service.

Missions will again be sponsoring do-it-yourself sundaes at the all-church picnic after Children's Day on Sunday May 18th. Be sure to stay and have lunch with us and enjoy a sundae made to order!

Christine Pandozzi

for the Missions Committee


From the Moderator:

Happy Easter!  Hope all is well with you.  This past Easter service was wonderful indeed. You made it wonderful.  All the little things you did, sprucing up the church, inside and out. Your participation in the Tenebrae service. Your voices in song and ringing of chimes and brass, and prayers, all made this a wonderful day.  Thank you all for your gifts to our church family. 

The month of May will be a busy one, getting ready for the Art Auction and Turkey Supper, both on May 10th. I've already received over 20 reservations for the supper.  The Turkey Supper is a very popular meal, and usually sells out so early reservations are advised. 
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Turkey Supper Details: 

Saturday, May 10, 2003. 

One Sitting, starting at 6 PM.

Turkey Supper, stuffing, potatoes, squash, vegetable, dessert and drink. 

Served Family Style 

Reservations required. 

Seniors $7. Adults $8, Children $4. 

Call: 508-695-5138; 508-695-2214 

or 508-695-1713

We also have the Oldtown Expression Art Show and Not-so-silent Auction. 3 - 7:30 pm. In Maxcy Hall at the back of the church. 

This auction is comprised of works of art made by the members and friends of our congregation. I am donating a carved walking stick and framed photograph of the church with a special piece of glass. June, Kate and Alan are all making something too.  Jo-Ellen has pledges of paintings, carvings, cards, photographs, needle works and many other things crafted by our folks.  Hope you can come to both. 


As with everything else we do, helping hands are always needed and appreciated. The supper needs helpers for cooking, serving and cleaning. We also need volunteers to cook those delicious birds.  Contact Denise Achin or me if you can cook one.  Carolyn reminded me of the Adopt a Bird plan, where you can sponsor the cost of a turkey.  It all helps. Jo-Ellen needs help in the Auction as well.  Whether you've done it for years or if it's your first time, your help will be gladly welcomed. 

Bob Greene also wanted me to clarify the times for the June Flea Market and Chicken Barbecue. On June 14, 2003, The Flea Market will run from 8 am to 2 pm. Rain or shine. The Chicken Barbecue will be served on the South Lawn of Oldtown Church, 4:30 to 6:00 p.m., weather permitting, or in the vestry if it should rain like last year.  I'm looking forward to it. 

God Bless Ed
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MAY Birthdays & 

Anniversaries:

May 1
Sue DiGiralamo

May 7
Chretien anniversary

May 8
Morrison anniversary

Fred Achin

May 13
Stephen Girling

May 14
Travis Beckwith

May 15
Hollie Badger

May 19
Melissa Santsaver 

May 25
Tony Pandozzi

May 26
Lillian Hillman
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Address Change?

Please keep the church office notified of any changes in address or phone numbers and also e-mail addresses.

DEACON'S CORNER

Thank you Pastor for offering such interesting Lenten classes. Sunday worship services have also given us direction and assurance during these particularly unsettling times. Thank you also for taking the time to give our little ones such wonderful communion/Bible story instruction. They certainly knew what they believed! and were so eager to share their enthusiasm. Palm Sunday "hosannas" have a certain sadness, knowing the suffering Jesus was about to endure for our sake. However, Pastor, your time with the children in the graduating communion class was an experience of pure joy. Anyone who was fortunate enough to be at worship this Palm Sunday will carry the memory of those little faces and will have a little smile each time they come to mind. 

The readings and fading light of our Maundy Thursday, Service of Tenebrae is always a moving experience. Such a fitting prelude to the profound sadness of Good Friday. The dawning of Easter morning at Oldtown will be herald in by the Clavette-Kingman Brass, the congregational singing, our wonderful old organ playing and the soft, sweet sounds of the bell chimes and orff instruments. Our altar and sanctuary will be adorned with spring flowers, along with the warmth and greeting of family and friends. 

[image: image14.wmf]If you are considering becoming a member of Oldtown Church, please join the inquirers class in the sanctuary shortly after worship on May 4. New members will be welcomed into the church on May 18. Three Baptism Sundays are scheduled: May 11, June 15 and June 27. Please speak with Pastor, or call (508) 695-1713 and leave a message. Reminder: summer worship hours start June 1 with a 9:30 start time (rather than 10:00). Pastor will be on vacation during the month of July. We will meet for Sunday worship at Second Congregational Church during July. Second Church is the large brick church near the railroad bridge on Park Street in the center of Attleboro. In August, we will gather each week here at Oldtown with the folks from Second Church. June 8 is not only Pentecost Sunday, but will also be the day our confirmands will become members of Oldtown Church. We look forward also to Kate, Katie and Jonathan leading the worship service on April 27, Youth Sunday.

Respectfully submitted,

Betty Grant, Chairman

Board of Deacons


Oldtown New Hymnals

The Music Committee is looking for Angels to help pay for the new Chalice Hymnals recently purchased. We bought 70 to begin with, and if we have enough folks to memorialize these, then we can order the rest needed to have enough for 2 hymnals per pew instead of just one. Here's how you can help: Be an Angel--Back a Book! Cost of hymnals: $20 each. Donate $20 and have a hymnal bookplate inscribed with your name and the names of your loved ones.  Fill out the form below and give it to Ellen Kingman, Kelly Thibeault, or Merrilee Fontaine, members of the Music Committee.  Checks should be made out to The First Congregational Church.

*********************************************

This/these Hymnal(s) given by

_______________________________________ 

in memory of 

________________________________________

in honor of

________________________________________

to the Glory of God

_________________________________________

anonymously (no label)

By:_____________________________________

Number of Hymnals 

____________@$20. =_________________total

Upcoming Church Events at Oldtown!

May 1
Board of Deacons, 7 pm

May 3
THE COMMA Faithworks Festival at Hanover high School Southeast Area’s Biggest Church Picnic; worship at 3:45 pm

May 4
Communion Sunday; New members inquirer’s class after worship

May 5
Christian Education at Denise Achin’s house, 7 pm

May 6
Day of Covenant; pastor Katrina at Craigville

May 8
Congratulate Kelly for finishing her semester at Andover Newton

May 10
Old Colony Association Annual Meeting, West Church in Taunton, 9-noon OLDTOWN EXPRESSIONS Art Show and Silent Auction; 3-7:30 pm Turkey Supper, 6 pm

May 11
Mother’s Day; 

10 am Worship; 

Baptisms 

Children’s Sunday rehearsal after worship?- or on 17th?

May 13
Church Committee, 7 pm

May 25
Last 10 am worship until September

May 2003





Email:OldtownUCC@AOL.com


    Web Site: Oldtownucc.tripod.com





� EMBED MS_ClipArt_Gallery  ���








� EMBED MS_ClipArt_Gallery  ���





� EMBED MS_ClipArt_Gallery  ���








� EMBED MS_ClipArt_Gallery  ���





� EMBED MS_ClipArt_Gallery  ���





� EMBED MS_ClipArt_Gallery  ���








� EMBED MS_ClipArt_Gallery  ���





� EMBED MS_ClipArt_Gallery  ���











� EMBED MS_ClipArt_Gallery  ���





� EMBED MS_ClipArt_Gallery  ���





� EMBED MS_ClipArt_Gallery  ���








[image: image15.wmf][image: image16.wmf][image: image17.wmf][image: image18.wmf][image: image19.wmf][image: image20.wmf][image: image21.png]


[image: image22.wmf][image: image23.wmf]_1107015157

_1112552088

_1112718934

_1112765391

_1112718126

_1112550558

_1112551125

_1112550132

_1046959833

_1065723227

_1101843238

_1003046183.doc
[image: image1.png]town Spiri
The Newsletter of the First Congregational Church
675 Old Post Road, North Attleborough, MA O2760








