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From the Pastor:

As I write this we are preparing for Vacation Bible School tonight and tomorrow.  It's always so much fun to sing songs of the faith and tell the stories of Jesus with the young people. Their eagerness to learn and their joy in the faith are lessons for us all.  My hope is that we may all catch their enthusiasm as we look forward to another season at Oldtown.

The Buildings and Grounds Committee has been very busy, and if you haven't seen the pulpit yet and the reconfigured steps to the chancel, you will be amazed and delighted.  There will be more challenges to us as a congregation as we face issues about our steeple, but I know that we are up to it ... and more importantly God is up to giving us the grace and strength and perseverance and joy that we need to be faithful witnesses here at Oldtown.

Rally Day is September 14th.  We have suppers coming up and the Fair on October 18th. The most exciting news is about the trip to visit La Amistad, the replica ship of 1839 fame.  Over 10,000 UCC'ers from all over the state will gather at the Boston Fleet Pavilion on Oct. 25th in celebration of our history and this wonderful story of justice brought about by our forbears in the faith.

Speaking of forbears, did you know that our Founding date is Nov. 12th, 1712?  I propose that November 16th be declared Founders' Sunday this year.  We'll dedicate the memorial gifts that have given us some wonderful physical additions to our church and tell a few old stories and maybe even dress up in pilgrim attire.  Stay tuned for more about Founders' Sunday.

One of the Vacation Bible School songs we have been practicing is called "Power Coming Down".  It's a catchy little tune that has the kids "step to the right with the Holy Spirit, Jump all around with the Holy Spirit, Slide to the left with the Holy Spirit, Power coming down." In every step, with every breath, we are empowered by the Holy Spirit.  We are Spirit-led and Spirit-fed here at Oldtown.  Come catch the Spirit with us! 

Only by grace,

Pastor Katrina
From the Massachusetts Conference, UCC

La Amistad is coming! UCC Day is October 25th at the Fleet Pavilion in Boston. The ship will be docked at the pier and tours of the deck will be ongoing. In the pavilion there will be 3 times of worship to accommodate all the people (and it holds 5,000). You can even sing in the choir of 500 if you want! 

Tickets are available from Kelly Thibeault. A bus will take us in and out, so no need to worry about transportation. 

On Sunday Afternoon, October 12th from noon to 4 the Adams National Historic Park in Quincy will have Amistad-related historical presentations. A biographer will tell about John Quincy Adams and his defense of the Mende people. An historian will tell about the Congregational connection. An anthropologist will speak about the Mende people and there will be intergenerational activities in crafts, cooking and music from West Africa by Ron Daise. Look for more information on the bulletin board in Maxcy Hall.

Pastor Katrina has copies of the application for participation in a MACUCC 10-member Youth Choir that will be going to Chile in July 2005. Chilean students will come here in 2004. If you are in High School and are interested, please speak to the pastor.

[image: image3.wmf]Also for youth aged 12-21: Would you like to be published? Maren Tirabassi is collecting prayers from youth for a new book to be published in 2004. Just write a prayer and send it to: revandm@hotmail.com along with your name and phone number.

Not-So-Silent Auction Items wanted!

[image: image4.wmf]Jo-Ellen Fisher is collecting items for the Not-So-Silent Auction that has become a popular table at the fair.  The items should be new or very slightly used--things that are a grade above the yard sale items.  Some folks craft special items, some donate a special service. Gift certificates are always a popular feature.  Please speak to Jo-Ellen about the possibilities!

Our Steeple

All members are encouraged to look at the pictures of our steeple before our Congregational Meeting on September 14th. The pictures are displayed on poster board and are in Maxcy Hall. 
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The American Guild of Organists was so pleased to have Oldtown included on their historical organ tour last Spring that they have asked to return here for a recital on September 28th at 3 pm. Several organists will play our historic tracker organ, demonstrating its unique voice.  This concert will be open to the public and a free-will offering will be asked in support of our steeple fund. Tell all your friends about this exciting opportunity to hear this special concert on our own historic instrument. 

The FAIR is Coming!

Are you crafting things? Are you collecting goodies for the Not-So-Silent Auction? Are you preserving those strawberries? Mark your Calendar: Nov. 15th!
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To Morgan Beith for being named to the Dean's List at UMASS-Amherst.

To Kelly Thibeault for being named to the Annual Meeting Planning Committee for the Massachusetts Conference, UCC.

To Dave Fontaine for having his artwork in the Swain Alumni Show this summer.

To James Fontaine, now in a special BMW training program.

THANK YOU!

To the Buildings and Grounds Committee and Ed Clavette for the newly painted pulpit and the reconfigured chancel steps.

To all those who helped out with Vacation Bible School. Fantastic job!

To Carolyn Chretien for all those early morning waterings of the gardens. They are beautiful!

To the Scotts for mowing the grass.

To the Santsavers and Makaveches for changing the sign out front each week.

To Ed for the new window insert in the classroom door.

Many hands not only make light work, they also make church, church!
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We record our Sunday Services, so those who could not attend can share in our worship.  Call the church office at 695-1713 if you'd like to borrow a tape or CD.
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From the Attleboro Area 

Council of Churches

The Annual Crop Walk is scheduled for October 26, 2003, beginning at Capron Park at 1 pm. The goal this year is $20,000.

[image: image9.wmf]Christian Education Corner

It’s that time of year again! Time to register for Sunday school! We are very excited to begin a new Sunday School year, and we’re beginning to plan lots of fun activities. Our Sunday School year will be filled with music, singing, prayer, storytelling, and innovative, spiritual activities. As Christians we are all called to share God’s love with others. As always in Oldtown, we welcome all children to participate in Sunday School. If you know of any child that may enjoy joining us on Sunday mornings, please pass on this invitation to them! 

We will be mailing out registrations to returning students and we will be holding open registration on Sunday, September 7th. Classes will begin on September 14th. 

We will be following the same schedule as last year beginning in Children’s Chapel at 9am then going to classes at about 9:15, and then dismissing children to join our families in church at 10am.

A big THANK YOU! To everyone who helped out with Vacation Bible School this summer. A fun time was had by all. I was overjoyed with the out pouring of adult help this year. Thank you, thank you to all the teachers, teachers aides, kitchen helpers, crafters, storytellers, musicians, people with creative ideas and organizers. We couldn’t have done it without all your help! 

Blessings to you all,

Kelly Thibeault
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Address Change?

Please keep the church office notified of any changes in address or phone numbers and also e-mail addresses.
From the Old Colony Association

An Ecclesiastical Council and Service of Ordination and Installation will be held for Ruth Shaver at Second Congregational Church in Attleboro on September 14th beginning at 3 pm. The ordination service will begin at 4 pm. Congratulations Ruth!

On September 28th there will be an Installation service for the Rev. Michael Robinson at the Smith Mills Christian Cong. Church in Dartmouth, MA.

Welcome to the Mission Corner:

Dedicated to Serving Christ
The Missions Committee invites you to join us, along with the Christian Education Committee, in a trip to Boston on October 25th to see a replica of the former slave ship Amistad. The organization that is now known as the United Church of Christ was instrumental in securing the release of the mutinous slaves and ensuring that they had competent representation in their court proceedings. The story of the UCC's role is a wonderful example of mission outreach that put into practice the values that we preach. 

We have received a great big thank you from Eagle Scout Jason Audette for our congregation's help with Operation Honor. Please take a moment to read it on the bulletin board in the narthex. Our packages were greatly appreciated by our soldiers who are so far from home!

If any member of the congregation has an idea for a mission project, please let someone from the committee know and we will consider it for possible action!

Christine Pandozzi

for the Missions Committee

[image: image11.wmf]On our prayer list:

Marcia Brinson, Rick and Penny Gates, Herb Tinkham, Lori Vallevona, Jean, Jan Darling, Ernie Sears

And our shut-ins: Dottie, Marion and Irene

(Because of joint services, we begin the prayer list anew in the fall. Please let us know who should be included. Remember, first names only unless you have permission from the person we are praying for)

FROM THE CLERK
THERE WILL BE A DULY CALLED SPECIAL MEETING OF THE MEMBERS OF THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF NORTH ATTLEBOROUGH, MASS. ON SUNDAY SEPT. 14, 2003, IN THE SANCTUARY, IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING CHURCH SERVICES FOR THE PURPOSE OF HEARING A REPORT FROM THE STEEPLE COMMITTEE REGARDING THEIR FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THE RESTORATION WORK NEEDED ON THE STEEPLE , AND ANY OTHER SUCH BUSINESS AS MAY COME BEFORE THE MEETING. 

Carolyn E. Chretien, Clerk
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September Birthdays & 

Anniversaries:

	September 3
	Robert Johnston

	September 4
	Amanda Burgess

	September 17
	Judy Silverstein

	September 18
	Ellen Kingman

Dave & Merrilee Fontaine

	September 19
	Maggie Mobley

	September 20
	Kyle Nyskohus, 

Nancy Johnston; 

Marion Horman

	September 22
	Robert Burgess, 

Brianna Patten, 

Marion Andreason

	September 23
	Mae Elizabeth McLoughlin; 

Linda Beith

	September 26
	Jordan Badger

	September 27
	Abbey Thibeault





???DID YOU KNOW???

If your eyes were sharp you may have noticed a picture in The Sun Chronicle last week of an entertainer singing on the steps of the Second Congregational Church. In the background, the top line of the church sign read, “Time to visit Mom”. Now what was that all about! Well, we are the Mom and they are the daughter and it referred to joint summer services being held here in August.

Why are we First and they are Second? In 1740 there occurred what was referred to as “the great awakening” which was a great revival of religion. There were about 115 new members joining our church in 1742, on confession of faith. Many came from the eastern part of town or what is now Attleboro. The following year on April 7, 1743, by an act of the Legislature, this parish was divided into two parts. That part of town up until the division in 1887 was known as East Attleboro. Oldtown was called West Attleboro, the North Village was all that was called North Attleboro and South Attleboro was known as “The City”.

The split into two parishes didn’t occur because of any religious differences, but because of the great distance many had to travel to attend public worship, especially in the winter months. Remember that back then Attleborough included what’s now Cumberland, RI (as well as the areas in Mass.) ---an area of over 70 square miles in all and the only meeting house was here at Oldtown!

Relations between the two parishes remained friendly  and for about five years it was the custom of the members of the Second Church, under the leadership of Rev. Peter Thacher, to come here to First Church (West Attleborough) on communion Sundays to worship with Rev. Habijah Weld as if they were all still one. So wasn’t it just fitting that the members of Second Church came here on communion Sunday (August 3rd ) to “visit Mom” !!!

Some of you may not know that the Second Church brick building that stands today replaced their old white church which was even closer to the railroad tracks and resembled our church in many ways.

Carolyn

DEACON'S CORNER

The summer always seems so wonderful and long when we look from the first of May, but here we are once more at September lst, with the most beautiful time of our year in New England coming up again. I hope you have all enjoyed a restful summer.

Some of our men have been especially busy this summer. The pulpit has been taken apart and renewed and painted and the stair treads improved. It is all just beautiful and brightens the sanctuary. A heartfelt "thank you" to Ed, Dale, Peter, Peter's acquaintance, and all who lent a hand. Our beautiful bird still flies so gracefully over it all.

Joint services with 2nd church has worked very well again this year. It is such a pleasure to join them in July and welcome them here in August. A special joy comes from the choir, as so many of them share their voices for Sunday worship. We also want to express our appreciation to their organist, Bill MacPherson, for filling in for Joyce during her time off during August. Vacation Bible School ended on August 10th with a wonderful worship time presented by the children. They were well prepared as always and very obviously enjoyed their time at VBS. Thank you for all your time and dedication Christian Ed and helpers. 

Sunday worship time will again return to 10:00 on September 7th. Communion will be served as usual on the first Sunday of each month. It was such a joy to see Irene Hobbs at worship next to Doc and Irene Muir in Her pew. We miss folks when they are not able to come to worship. Please continue to pray for Marcia and Dotty and everyone on our prayer list. Please be sure to complete a prayer card (found in the pews or from one of the Deacons) for anyone you wish to have placed on the printed prayer list...even if you speak to Pastor personally, or offer a name during worship. We will still need the card completed and given to Pastor, a Deacon or placed in the collection plate. Pastor refers to these cards often in making up the prayer list each week. Thank you. 
Respectfully submitted,

Betty Grant, Chairman

Board of Deacons


 

Upcoming Church Events at Oldtown!

	September 4
	Board of Deacons, 7 pm

	September 7
	10 am worship with Communion 

Church School Registration;

	September 9
	Church Committee, 7 pm

	September 14
	Rally Day! 

9:00 am Church School

10 am worship. 

All-Church meeting directly after worship

Ruth Shaver ordination, 4 pm at Second Church

	September 15
	Newsletter due date

	September 21
	Amistad Sunday; Worship, 10 am 

	September 27
	Turkey Supper, (2 seatings)

	September 28
	Bible Sunday

Worship, 10 am

3 pm: Organ Recital by the American Guild of Organists

Free Will offering toward steeple repairs

4 pm: Michael Robinson installation at Smith Mills Church

	
	

	October 18
	Ham and Bean Supper

	October 25
	UCC Amistad day at the Fleet Pavilion in Boston

	November 15
	FAIR

	November 16
	FOUNDERS' DAY- 

10 am worship and dedication of Memorial Gifts 


September 2003





Email:OldtownUCC@AOL.com


    Web Site: Oldtownucc.tripod.com
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