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From the Pastor:

Leaves are turning and the bounty of the harvest is all around us.  I have been watching a certain pumpkin in a neighbor's patch for some time now.  It started out so small and now it is reaching its maturity and it is huge and rounded with such a wonderful orange color. I imagine the owner of the patch will use it for decoration on All Hallow's Eve and then maybe the fruit will be used to make a pumpkin pie or some wonderful bread. 

God gives us so much and we are so blessed.   How we use those blessings is our harvest-time question.  Do they multiply in the sharing and in the good stewardship?  When the top of the willow tree blew over in the storm last week, Dale and Ed were out there the next day with their chain saws, as good neighbors sharing in the cleanup and then finding a few more dead trees on church property to clean out.  Neighbor helping neighbor. That's why we're 
church! 


The fellowship grows and enlarges as we share together the work of Jesus Christ. Sometimes it's laughing over serving a turkey supper.  Sometimes it's setting up tables for the FAIR.  Sometimes it's gathering to sing in the choir, or it's teaching Church School, or serving on a Committee. Everyone has a gift to add, a part to play, a blessing to share. 

Don't forget to add your family symbol to our Treasure Chest!  Oldtown is a treasure in this community and we all have treasures to share with one another.  As our stewardship campaign continues, we are challenged to think about how we will use the blessings we have been given, and how we can grow to the full maturity that God intended for us in this garden patch at Oldtown.  May we all thrive under the loving, unconditional love of God! 

Only by grace,
Pastor Katrina

Christian Education
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Sunday School has begun and everyone seems to be happy getting back into the swing of things.  It is wonderful to see the classrooms filled with teachers and children excited to teach and learn more about God and what He calls us to do.  

Join us in worship on Sept. 29th, as we dedicate our Confirmation students and present our 2nd graders with their Bibles.  What a wonderful celebration! After church, on the 29th, any child/youth grade 2 and up is invited to stay for a music program.  We will gather once a month (possibly more closer to the holidays) to sing, and chime, and hopefully learn to play Orff instruments (those Xylophones that we use at VBS!). It is our hope to not only prepare music for worship, but to build a sense of community for our younger people.  Be sure to pack your child a lunch so that we can share 
a meal together.  It will definitely be lots of fun, so we hope you’re child can join us.  

Children in grades 4 and 5 will be receiving Acolyte Training during their Sunday school class time. It is our hope that they will look forward to the responsibility and the honor of serving as Acolytes in worship each Sunday.  

Parents, do your children ask you questions after Sunday School that you wish you could more easily answer?  Do you wish you could remember more from your Sunday School days? or is Sunday School a new thing for you?  Well, for the next few weeks, there will a question and answer/ very informal info time for Sunday School parents in Maxcy Hall from 9:30 to 10am.  Now we may not have all the answers, but we can probably help you find them.  We can do a quick review of the weeks Sunday School lesson, we can learn to look things up in the Bible, we can talk about things that happen during worship or we can discuss strategies to help your child get the most out of church.  It’s all up to you.   Bring your coffee and your questions.   The little ones can play in the nursery while we try to find some answers.  

Our new curriculum, Seasons of the Spirit, begins the year by asking us...How, then, shall we live? For the next few weeks in all of our 
classrooms we will explore how we might answer that. We will be reading and learning about parables and stories that help us to better follow Jesus, and make decisions in our everyday life. Our answers will not all be the same, but we will learn new ways to live as God’s Children in today’s world.  

Now I challenge all of you. Take some time in the next few weeks and think about it. How, then, will you live? Will you be accepting of others and forgiving of people who have hurt you?  Will you be loving, honest and caring to people you don’t even know?  Will you look for the good in things?  Will you follow the parables and teachings of Jesus?  The choice is yours!

Blessings to you all,

Kelly

Welcome to the Mission Corner:

Dedicated to Serving Christ
Sunday, October 6th is the designated "Neighbors In Need" campaign for the United Church of Christ missions.  Please give some thought to God's generosity to us and our calling to share that bounty with those less fortunate.

The Missions Committee will meet after worship on Sunday, October 13th.   We have many topics to discuss including plans for the November Ingathering and Christmas donations.  With only three months left in 2002, we have to get 
going on our two biggest projects of the year.


Christine Pandozzi 

For the Missions Committee

TRUSTEE COMMITTEE

As I write this article we are about to serve the Oldtown Fall Turkey Supper, which is a sellout again. This continues to be a great Oldtown
event, and we have been blessed with new volunteers to cook and serve.  As I said, it's a lot of good fellowship and fun.  Try it once, you'll like it.
Many thanks to those who helped prepare the turkeys and to all who continue to make this a great experience.

Our next big event is the Oldtown Fair (and Flea Market), scheduled for October 26th.  This is another great opportunity to participate in the fun
of service to our church and congregation. As Carolyn says, you don't have to be there all day, even a couple of hours is a big help.  (I especially
like the fair, because I get to meet a lot of the folks of our town that I don't get to see during the year.) 

Check out Carolyn's article and join in
the fellowship.  If you recall, our original schedule included an Antique Appraisal Day on October 5. Unfortunately, we had to cancel it for this year due to scheduling complications. We will consider organizing one for next year, and would be very grateful for someone to volunteer as coordinator to pull this together and make it work right. We received guidelines from Skinner's Inc. of Bolton, which should help our planning for an event of this kind.


The trustees are preparing guidelines to help those wishing to give a Memorial or Special Gift to Oldtown. We've received suggestions about
preparing a wish list to aid the contributor in deciding how such a gift may be applied.
The Inkjet Cartridge recycling project is producing results.  We've received a check for $14.50.  It's a small amount, but it helps us and the environment, so keep up the good work. Thanks for your participation in this effort.  All that has been done this year has come from you.  The improvements
to the grounds, and upkeep of the facilities are accomplished through your involvement in projects and fundraisers.  Thank you for all you will do.  

We still have a few copies of the Oldtown Directory if you want one. $5 covers the cost of printing. (I sold one last Sunday so the supply is
shrinking. Act now.)


God Bless you all

Edmund Clavette

Moderator
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This year’s Stewardship Theme will be illustrated by the presence of our “Treasure Box” in Maxcy Hall.  Members and friends are asked to bring in mementos or pictures, statements of who you are as a family and how you make the Oldtown Family special because of who you are.  Bonnie Meader already started us off with a copy of the deed to the land and a picture of the cake when the dedication of the Maxcy Hall and the classroom wing happened.  What a wonderful legacy the Maxcy family has made to the Oldtown Extended family!
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Items wanted!

Jo-Ellen Fisher is collecting items for The Not-So-Silent Auction that has become a popular table at the fair.  The items should be new or very slightly used- things that are a grade above the yard sale items.  Some folks craft special items, some donate a special service.  Gift certificates are always a popular feature.  Please speak to Jo-Ellen about the possibilities!

Confirmation Class


On Sept 29th our confirmands were dedicated and they begin their studies. You will be seeing them in worship, but they will also be working behind the scenes helping to plan worship and learning about our faith.  Pray for them this year and then celebrate their confirmation on Pentecost next June.
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Please keep the church office notified of any changes in address or phone numbers and also e-mail addresses.
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
In our prayers:

On our Prayer List: Alice Belville, Jean Santsaver, Dottie Greene, Sandy Singley, Alan England, Lise Beaudoin, Janis Narjolis, Blanche, Nancy & David Clinton, Cathy Hager, Kate Clavette, Mary Gaudette, Bill Hewson, Lori 
Vallevona, George Robinson, Irene & Doc Hobbs, David Hemmingson, 

And our shut-ins: Elsie Morris, Marion Horman
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Jaxon Cuddeback and Josey May Marcoulier
Baptized on September 22nd.


Jacquelyn Mercer and Adam Bernard to be married October 6th.  Cristina Megna and Karl Lammi to be married on October 12th. 
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Conference, UCC


"Forgive Who?" workshop led by Rev. Dr. Susan K. Smith, Columbus, OH October 6 8:30-3 at Westwood, First Parish Cost: $25. per person (includes lunch)


Workshops with Tom Bandy

Nov. 9th, 9 am-3 pm

Nov. 11th, 9 am-3 pm

Topsfield Cong. Church Cost: $25. per person (includes lunch)


The Paul Sinn Peace Event October 19th, 8:30 am-2:30 pm Christ Church in Brockton Dale Bishop will give keynote address followed by several workshops. Cost $7. adults, $5. youth (includes lunch)
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Council of Churches

You may have read that the Council has accepted the resignation of the Rev. Elaine Gaetani as Executive Director. The Board of Directors is over-seeing the work of the Council which includes the Food n Friends Soup Kitchens and the Hospital Chaplaincy program.

Stewardship for 2003

This year's Stewardship Theme, "A Treasure
to Share" can be seen in our small treasure box
on the altar each week, and the large Treasure
Box in Maxcy Hall which is waiting for your
family addition of a symbol or picture of who 
you are and the talents and things you enjoy.

Stewardship Sunday will be November 10th when we will bring back our pledge cards, dedicate them and have a reception after worship as we open the treasure box and show off all the items inside that represent our church family.  You'll be receiving a letter from the Stewardship Committee the week of Oct. 20th and our Witness Speakers will share their thoughts about Oldtown on Oct. 27, Nov. 3 & 10.  

Stewardship is more than raising enough money to support the budget of the church. It includes offering our time to serve on Boards and Committees and offering our talents for things like the Fair and Church Suppers, etc.  In the United Church of Christ, we live under a Congrega-
tional polity.  The Puritans, our forbears, insisted that God's people were responsible and accountable to God.  So we receive no funding from our denomination.  We rely solely on our
members and friends to support the work and mission of the Church.  This is why we come each year to ask you to make a pledge--a promise of financial support that can be paid weekly, monthly, yearly, whatever works with your
family budget.  Your offerings pay for the utilities and for the salaries of our pastor (a 24-hour a week position) and our organist (a 2 hour a week position). We also fund the committee work and the most important mission projects.  Our mission and ministry can reach out as far as your offerings
will allow.  We count on you to be generous in response to a most gracious God!


Jo-Ellen Fisher, 

For the Stewardship Committee

From the Southeast Area

Our Fall Fellowship Annual Meeting will be held on Saturday, Oct 19th in conjunction with the Paul Sinn Peace Event.  This will be held at the Christ Congregational Church in Brockton.

Spirituality and the Arts

We hope to go on some outings this year to
see first-hand how the arts express the faith
and spirituality in our lives. We are planning 
trips to Hopedale to see their fabric art and a trip to a Labyrinth. Kelly Thibeault is taking a course in Labyrinths and will guide us on that pilgrimage. There is also a Sacred harp singing group that we could visit and some concerts as well.  Stay tuned for dates and times to be announced.
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PRINTER CARTRIDGES

Do you have any empty inkjet cartridges? They can be recycled and produce funds for our church.  We're working with INKJET COLLECT to recycle these cartridges. They provide us free shipping boxes and return postage, and pay us anywhere from 50¢ to$2.00 per cartridge, depending on the type. The company recycles Hewlett Packard, Canon, Lexmark and Apple cartridges.  So, if you'd like to help just drop off your inkjet cartridges when you come to church.  There will be a collection box available in Maxcy Hall. 

Thank you

Ed Clavette

Deacons' Corner

August 25th marked a special day in many ways for our Oldtown family.  Rev. Marty and Sandy Singley and family joined us for a wonderful visit; little Ellie and Michaela received the Holy Spirit; Rev. Putnam, Ruth Shaver and our friends from Second Church were with us; along with the choir and organist, Jane McIntyre, who added so much with their music.

As a change from the usual, communion was served on September 1st by intinction. Whereby each participant dipped a bit of bread into the chalice. We will be serving communion in this way from time to time.

Rally Day went well on September 8th as did the first Sunday School classes on the 15th.


Our church bell rang with the others in town in solemn remembrance on September 11th. Pastor had placed the printed names of the lost ones on the table in front of the gold cross, with a beautiful little angel placed in the middle. The soft playing of old hymns in the background created a wonderfully peaceful, prayerful hour from 10:00-11:00. The Council of Churches' Memorial that evening was truly "common threads" woven together in a wonderful tribute and
time of prayer.

Our "Welcome Visitors" cards will undoubtedly be in the pews by the time the newsletter is printed.  I would appreciate your comments.

Please be sure to check around you on Sunday morning for anyone who might be new to our Sunday worship.  If you are not able to go to them yourself, please let a Deacon know they are new.  If someone is sitting alone, please be sure to give him or her a smile and a warm Oldtown "Good Morning!"


It is with profound regret that your Music Committee has accepted the resignation of our organist, Ron Brown, as of the end of October.  We have begun our search, perhaps for someone who plays the piano well and would like to expand to playing our organ. A reception for Ron is planned after worship, October
27th. Please mark the date and take the opportunity to thank Ron in person for all he has contributed to our worship time.

It is with great excitement, however, that we find we may have as many as four young people in our Confirmation Class. The "Dedication and Chasuble Investiture" will take place on Bible Sunday at morning worship, September 29th.  The class will meet with Pastor on Sunday mornings, 9:00-9:30, with the exception of the last Sunday of each month when they will meet at Pastor's home in evening, 5:00-6:30. As part of the evening classes, the young people will be adding a decoration to their chasubles depicting the various parts of their leaning journey. In addition
to keeping a journal and taking part in Sunday
worship, they will be attending two retreats. On
Pentecost Sunday, June 8th, they will wear their
chasubles as they are confirmed and become
full-fledged church members.

Each Communion Sunday, home communion is offered to our shut-ins, Elsie and Marion, and anyone of our members who is currently in the hospital or nursing home.  If you are unable to come to church and would like home communion, please call the church (508) 695-1713, and let us know by leaving a message.


Take care and God bless!


Respectfully submitted,


Betty Grant, Chairman

Board of Deacons
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SALAD DRESSING

Please continue to save empty pint and half-pint glass salad dressing bottles. They should be washed clean, labels removed as much as possible and left on the bench in the front narthex near the door.

Upcoming Church Events at Oldtown!

October 4
Wedding rehearsal 7 pm Mercer/Bernard

October 6
Worldwide Communion Sunday; Neighbors in Need offering

1:30 pm- Wedding

October 7
Christian Education Committee, 7 pm

October 10
Board of Trustees 7 pm

October 11
Wedding rehearsal, 6:30 pm Megna/Lammi

October 12
Wedding 2 pm

October 13
Baptism Sunday

OCA- installation of Rev. Ruth Chartier in Fall River

October 16
Board of Deacons, 7 pm

October 18
Pastor's Workshop in Shrewsbury 9-3

October 19
The Paul Sinn Peace Event, Christ Church, Brockton 9-2:30

Followed by OCA Annual Fall Meeting, 2:30-3:30 pm

October 20
10 am Worship

CROPwalk 1 pm at Capron park

October 24
Church Committee, 7 pm

Table set-up

October 25
Set up for Fair

Newsletter articles and changes to address labels due

October 26
FAIR! 8-2

Volunteers are needed for setup, table & cleanup!
Volunteers for the Flea Market are needed 7 am till it's all gone (pack up
time begins at 2 pm.)
Contact Ed Clavette 508-695-2214 or call the Church at 508-695-1713



October 27
Ron Brown's last Sunday at Oldtown- reception

Stewardship 1 Sunday

Unicef boxes given to Church School

Confirmation class at 43 Grant St, 5;30 pm
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October Birthdays & Anniversaries

October 1
Ellis Badger

October 3
Annee Lynn Evelyn

October 6
Dan Thibeault

October 7
Carolyn Chretien

October 8
Dale & karen Scott

October 10
Neil Morrison

October 14
Doc and Irene Hobbs

October 15
Shaugnessy Carpenter

October 16
Marion Sanders

October 18
Jessica Harrop

October 28
Elsie Morris (1896)

October 2002





Email:OldtownUCC@AOL.com


    Web Site: Oldtownucc.tripod.com
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