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From the Pastor:

It's official. The church has voted to proceed with Phase One of our Steeple Restoration Project. This is a leap of faith and an act of responsible stewardship. The deterioration of the uppermost section of the steeple demanded we do something. There will be more decisions to make as we discover the extent of the wood rot, etc. after that section is removed and on the ground. Soon you will be hearing from the Oversight Committee and the Fund Raising Committee for this project. I have no doubt that we will raise the initial $14,000 within the month, especially with the matching funds promised.
But what is more important than the dollars and cents of our church home, is the spirit we share in the church family. Our Church School has begun, and a turkey supper is planned for the 27th. Folks are hard at work creating things for the Fair and the Mission Committee has several projects we'll be hearing more about in the weeks to come. Then there's the great celebration of UCC Day at the Amistad, the replica schooner to be docked at the Fleet Pavilion. A group will be going on the 25th for this exciting gathering of our denomination.  Just imagine 5,000 Congregationalists singing "Our God Our Help In Ages Past". 

Throughout our history God has been our help and promises a hope for our future. This is our faith. This is our Gospel. This is our proclamation. Come be a part of Oldtown. You will find a family church eager to welcome you and you will be sustained by no less than the Holy Spirit. You have Jesus' promise on that!
See you in church!
Only by grace,

Pastor Katrina
From the Massachusetts Conference, UCC

The Amistad is Coming- Don't miss the boat! Kelly Thibeault has tickets. We'll take the bus in and out so no need to worry about parking. 
Do you want to sing in the choir on stage at the pavilion?  Ellen Kingman has a list of songs and a form for you to mail in to be included in the choir!
There are also several volunteer jobs available. See the Amistad bulletin Board for more information.
Speaking of the Amistad…
 Sunday afternoon, Oct. 12 from noon to 4 pm there will be a "prelude Event at the Adams National Historic Park in Quincy. The Mendi Bible can be seen along with other seldom-displayed objects from the historical collection. Historians and experts will speak on the Mende people, John Quincy Adams' Amistad Defense and other topics of interest. See the Bulletin Board for more information.
START SOMETHING is a Youth Event to be held from Oct. 3-5 at Craigville. Only 90 young people from Mass. will be able top participate, and our own Kait Clavette will be one of them. Congratulations Kait, and have a fantastic weekend!
Another opportunity for high School aged youth: A 10 person choir will be chosen from across the state to be part of an exchange program with teens from Chile. In 2004, the choir from Chile will come to MA and in 2005, our teens will go to Chile. Applications are due Nov. 15, 2003. Please see Pastor Katrina if you are interested.  
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Colossal Ten will be held on November 16th in Shrewsbury!
[image: image5.wmf]Not-So-Silent Auction Items wanted! 
Jo-Ellen Fisher is collecting items for the Not-So-Silent Auction that has become a popular table at the fair.  The items should be new or very slightly used--things that are a grade above the yard sale items.  Some folks craft special items, some donate a special service. Gift certificates are always a popular feature.  Please speak to Jo-Ellen about the possibilities!
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· To the Buildings and Grounds Committee for moving the huge safe out of the sanctuary and down to the Historian's Office.
· To Jim Brinson for the new faceted light bulbs in the sanctuary. They are beautiful.
· To Dave Fontaine for designing the new Stewardship Logo with the Dove and the Steeple in it….and also for the logo for "Save Our Steeple".
· To Carolyn Chretien for keeping up the Todd Garden. We love the Chrysanthemums!
· To Ed Clavette for the new light ballast and fan in the kitchen. Viva la Yard Sales!
· To the Steeple research committee: Peter Gaw, Dale Scott, Dave Kingman and Dan Thibeault for their fine work and recommendation.
· To Holly Schoonmaker for sending notes to our shut-ins
· To Ellen Kingman for the new mail box out front
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Welcome back to all our church school families! If you haven’t registered or started Sunday School yet, it’s not to late! Our doors are always open for new friends, so please come join us. We are planning lots of fun and education activities so watch the calendar for up coming events. We are in need of a few more adult helpers for our classrooms, so if you are interested please talk to Christine or Kelly. 

Attention all Middle School and High School students! We will be starting a new program in a few weeks to keep connected with each other and plan occasional youth activities. If you share your email with me; each week you will receive an email with thought provoking questions. Each week it is up to you what you do with them. You can personally wrestle with them, discuss them with each other or ignore them entirely, it’s your decision. This is something new that we are trying and we are hoping it will be an easy way to stay in touch with each other even with the busy schedules we all have. We can plan occasional get-togethers, and share information about youth activities in the area. If you are interested, e-mail Kelly at PastorKellyT@hotmail.com . If you don’t have internet access, just talk to me at church and we’ll try to figure something else out.

If at anytime you have any questions about the Christian education at Oldtown, please ask! And if you have any suggestions for new programs or activities, please share them with us. We are always looking for fresh ideas. 

Blessings to you all!
Kelly
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From the Attleboro Area 

Council of Churches

Annual Crop Walk for Hunger: October 26th beginning at 1:30 pm in Capron Park. Happy Birthday Backpacks: The Council is looking for new backpacks, cake mix, frosting, candles, small goodies, party hats and paper goods, decorations, gift certificates for pizza or movies or small store gift certificate. Drop off day is Oct. 25th.
The FAIR is Coming!

Are you crafting things? Are you collecting goodies for the Not-So-Silent Auction? Are you preserving those strawberries? Mark your Calendar: Nov. 15th!
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October Birthdays & 

Anniversaries:

October 1: Ellis Badger

October 3: Annee Lynn Evelyn

October 6: Dan Thibeault, Irene Hobbs

October 7: Carolyn Chretien

October 8: Dale & Karen Scott

October 10: Neil Morrison

October 14: Doc and Irene Hobbs

October 15: Shaugnessy Carpenter

October 16: Marion Sanders

October 18: Jessica Harrop

[image: image9.wmf]Baptisms 
Baptisms will be scheduled for Sunday October 12. Please speak to Pastor Katrina or to a Deacon for inclusion on the list of those to be baptized.
Welcome to the Mission Corner:

Dedicated to Serving Christ
The Missions Committee is gearing up for a busy Fall season.  On Sunday, October 5th, we will have a special offering for "Neighbors In Need" which is the domestic missions drive for UCC Missions.  One-third of total contributions will be directed to Native American churches in the U.S., assisting them in their ministry to the original Americans.  

October 25th is the big Amistad event.  Please be sure to speak with Kelly Thibeault to reserve your spot on the bus!

The 4th, 5th and 6th grade Sunday School class will be assembling Health Kits for Church World Service this Fall.  Don't throw out your unused toothbrush, toothpaste and soap coupons!  Save them for our class to purchase the necessary supplies--you can give them to a class member or to Christine.
We will be having our usual Thanksgiving Ingathering in November and children's Christmas gifts in December.  And just a reminder that we are still collecting soup labels.

The October Missions meeting will be on Sunday, October 12th after worship.
Christine Pandozzi

for the Missions Committee
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[image: image11.wmf]On our Prayer List: Warren, Noah, Paige, Don Bailey, Susan and Lori, Barbara Pasquantonio, Donna and Wayne, Brenton Taylor, Yvonne Chretien, Betsy, Marcia Brinson, Virginia, Rick and Penny Gates, Herb Tinkham, Lori Vallevona, Jean, Amy Miles, Joanne Boucher, Ernie Sears, the McCarthy familyAnd our shut-ins: Marion, Dottie, Nora, Virginia Hall
Please let us know who should be included. Remember, first names only unless you have permission from the person we are praying for)

[image: image12.wmf]A Letter from Seminary 
“Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.” Did you know that was how the apostle Paul started each one of his letters? Well, as you may have guessed, I’m taking a New Testament course this semester. The semester has just begun, and I am so glad to be back. I’m taking 3 courses that will help me to dig deeper into my faith and what exactly it is that I believe. I’m taking a New Testament class, a Systematic Theology class (which will help me to wrestle with the concepts and/or doctrines of God and Creation, Human Beings and sin, and the problem of evil and innocent suffering) and a class titled Servant Leadership in the Post Modern Church (when I figure out what that is I‘ll let you know). It should be quite a journey! As usual, thank you for all your prayers and encouragement. Now for Paul’s characteristic farewell blessings, “The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.”

Kelly
From the Southeast Area, United Church of Christ:

The Fall Fellowship meeting this year will be at the Amistad Event on Sat. Oct. 25th at FleetBoston pavilion. Welcome to The Rev. Kathy Henry, Interim Pastor at Norton UCC. 
Congratulations To!

· The Rev. Ruth Shaver, ordained Sept. 14th at Second Congregational Church.  

· The Rev. Michael Robinson, installed at the Smith Mills Church on Sept. 28.
DEACON'S CORNER

 Many of our congregation may not be aware, but Pastor Katrina has been with us five years this September.  In an expression of her joy and appreciation, Pastor presented two cakes to the congregation after worship on September l4th, as a "Thank you, Oldtown".  Whatever comes from Pastor, comes in abundance.  However, she likes to keep it very simple, coming the other way.  With that in mind, we presented her with a card from her Oldtown family, that said in essence, "Because you follow the Master, we follow you". Pastor you bring such joy to our congregation with your innovativeness.  You guide and lead ever so gently and yet there is no doubt (especially on Sunday morning), where you stand and that your faith and convictions are deep rooted.  It is obvious in your sermons, the subjects you choose and in the way your thoughts are presented and it is evident in your day to day meeting of the challenges of being a Pastor and a Teacher. Thank you Pastor for all you give of yourself and your gifts. We are truly blessed!  

A heartfelt Congratulations!! to Ruth Shaver of Second Congregational Church, who was ordained on September l4th.  Our warmest best wishes Ruth as you enter your Ministry and are now Reverend Shaver (or perhaps, Reverend Ruth).

In recognition of September 11th, the Sanctuary was open for individual prayer from 9:00 to noon.  Amistad Sunday will be observed on September 2lst.  The Amistad event will be held on October 25th.  Communion will be served as usual on October 5th.  In response to a request from the American Guild of Organists, noted organists will be giving a recital at Oldtown on our historic organ at 3:00pm on September 28th.  Light refreshment will be offered to our guests following the recital.  All Saints Day will be observed on November 2nd.  The names will be read and the chime rung for each person who Pastor has officiated at their funeral in the past year...from November, 2002 - October, 2003.  If you have lost a family member and would like to have their name included in the remembrance, please see Pastor or one of the Deacons.  Please continue to remember those who's names are on our prayer list. A new list has been started after the summer.  Please be sure to complete one of the Prayer Cards to add a name to the list.  Cards are available in the pews or from any Deacon.  Thank you.  If you would like a daily pocket-sized prayer book, please feel free to take along a copy of "The Upper Room", which are located on the table in the hall, or ask one of the Deacons.  These are offered at no charge from the monies donated to the Deacon's Fund.
In recognition of Mathew Short's ordination and first sermon at Oldtown church on November 12, 1712, Founder's Day will be observed on Sunday, November 16th the organ will not be used and worship will include some historic stories.  The memorial gifts will be recognized and dedicated, including the new hymnals.  If you have noticed that the sanctuary seems brighter, it is thanks to Jim Brinson who has replaced our regular light bulbs with special bulbs that have a facetted surface.  Thank you, Jim.   

Respectfully submitted,

Betty Grant, Chairman

Board of Deacons

Stewardship Notes: 
Opportunities for Giving

 

The Not-So-Silent Auction is part of the November 15th Oldtown Founders’ Fair this year. Please think about what your donation to the Not-So- Silent Auction will be, and talk with Jo-Ellen Fisher if you have any questions. Thank you!

 

The Stone Soup Christmas Wreath Sale will be on Saturday, December 6th. As you clean out closets, trunks, attics, cellars, and toy boxes, please save and bring to church anything that would make interesting or unique decorations on a Christmas wreath. We are especially in need of small cars and trucks that could be affixed to a wreath. We had many people stop by the wreath sale last year to ask about truck wreaths (Yes, wreaths for the front of trucks!), and we have some interesting ideas, but we need the wreath makings. Thank you!
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We record our Sunday Services, so those who could not attend can share in our worship.  Call the church office at 695-1713 if you'd like to borrow a tape or CD.

[image: image14.wmf]There’s A Whole lot of Soaring 
Going On!

 

 Ed Clavette’s copper crafted dove soars in the sanctuary, reminding us of the presence and flight of the Holy Spirit in our lives. Dave Fontaine’s logo for this church year incorporates the Holy Spirit dove with a sparkle burst and our beloved Oldtown steeple. Both the copper dove and the new logo reflect Pastor Katrina’s new church year guiding truth of "Spirit led. Spirit fed." And your Stewardship Committee couldn’t agree more! Oldtown is a community of faith led and fed by the Holy Spirit, and, because we have been so well nourished spiritually, we respond as faithful, generous stewards!

This year, Stewardship Sunday will be on November 9th. Oh, be prepared for some creative and "spirited" presentations during the announcement time on the three Sundays preceding Stewardship Sunday. We plan to see the Holy Spirit soar and swoop as we all prepare to make our pledges to carry on the mission and ministry of Jesus Christ at Oldtown.

Oh, and please remember that the pledge drive, "Spirit led. Spirit fed." is not to be confused with the steeple fundraising that is going on. The steeple fund will be asking for donations to help repair the heaven-most part of our beloved church building. But the annual pledge drive, as usual, will be to maintain and, we pray, to expand the mission and ministry of Jesus Christ at Oldtown. 

We’re expecting the Holy Spirit to swoop and soar at Oldtown, so hold on for the ride! It’s going to be quite an exciting year!
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Address Change?

Please keep the church office notified of any changes in address or phone numbers and also e-mail addresses.
THE FAIR IS COMING !!!

THE FAIR IS COMING !!!

THE FAIR IS COMING !!!
Remember the cry when the British were coming? Well, the Brits aren't coming but our Founders Fair is! Due to other activities, the date of our fair has been changed to Saturday, Nov. 15th. Because we will be celebrating our Founding Date on Sunday, November 16th, we have decided to name it the Oldtown Founders Fair. We have been asked to wear colonial outfits that day and many surprises are being planned.

What can you do about it? Many varied thing. First we hope that everyone has been making items to sell. We have so many talented people in our midst that this should be easy! Second, if you have some new ideas you think we should try out, please let us know. We are always open to hearing them. We also hope that many people will step forward and take on responsibility for helping to make this day a big success. Not sure how to go about volunteering? Just speak to Pastor Katrina, Ed Clavette or myself and we will steer you in the right direction. More details will be coming in the near future!

It will be most important to raise a good amount at this fair to go towards the general support of the church. People are being asked to donate to the Steeple Fund and while we must support this project, we can't forget that the expenses of the church go on as usual and we can't fail to keep up our pledges and support of this area too.

Hoping to hear from all of you real soon.

Carolyn

Upcoming Church Events at Oldtown!

	October 2
	Deacons' Meeting, 7 pm

	October 5
	World Communion Sunday; Neighbors In Need Offering

	October 9
	Wedding Rehearsal

	October 10
	Wedding, 2 pm

	October 12
	Baptism Sunday

	October 14
	Church Committee, 7 pm

	October 18
	Ham and Bean Supper

	October 19
	Children's Sabbath Sunday; Stewardship presentation 
The Spielburg movie, "Amistad" will be shown at the Central Cong. Church in Attleboro Falls

	October 25
	Amistad Event: FLEETBOSTON Pavilion. Bus leaves Oldtown

	October 26
	 Daylight Saving Times ends: Change clocks; Crop walk in afternoon


October 2003





Email:OldtownUCC@AOL.com


    Web Site: Oldtownucc.tripod.com
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