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From the Pastor:

"Thanksgiving is, above all, an acknowledgment of who we are and who we are not.”

     Thanksgiving 2001 will be remembered in a different way than past Thanksgivings, because this year we find ourselves engaged in a war and living with a great sense of loss and fear about what will happen next. There are many people who will have an empty place at the thanksgiving table because of the acts of terrorism perpetrated on the citizens of this country. There are also families who will dine together we deep gratitude for having escaped, or been saved somehow from dying in the tragedies of this war. And there are families with loved ones who serve in the military. They are fearful about the future safety of those serving at a great distance from home.

Gathered all around the table are the fears and tears, grief and hope, gratitude and perseverance of the people of God. It is more important than ever that we lift all these emotions and all of our fears and hopes to God in prayer this year. Set aside the time before everyone digs in to the food, to name all the feelings that are present at the table this year. Pray for one another. Pray for our soldiers. Pray for those who have lost loved ones. Pray for our country. And don't forget to pray for our church.

And then pray with thankful hearts for the gift of life- for the whole created world and the beauty that God has created in every single leaf. Give thanks not just for the food before you, but for the ability to taste it and smell it. Give thanks for the liberties we have as American citizens. Give thanks for a democratic and open society. Give thanks for the freedom to worship God in your own way. Give thanks for one another and for all the ties that bind. But most of all, give thanks for the love of God shown in the sacrifice of Jesus Christ that assures us of eternal life and the steadfast presence of the Holy Spirit as we live from day to day by God's Grace!

Only by grace,



















 Pastor Katrina

Trustee Committee

Well, the parsonage sale went through, with minimal problems.  I want to thank Ed Clavette and Caroline Chretien for their assistance with gathering the necessary information requested by the closing attorneys, as well as Dan Thibeault for attending the closing.  

Speaking of thanking people:

· Thank you to all who assisted and/or attended the Church Fair.  As usual, it was a success.  

· Thank you to all who made pies - I hear it was a lot of fun again!

· Thank you to those who have committed to donate a new table for the basement to be used at the suppers. 

Upcoming Church Suppers:

November 17 - Ham & Bean

Please see Judy Harrop or myself if you can help with set up, serving or clean up.

Enjoy the rest of the fall!!

Jenn Morrison

Trustee Committee Chairperson

TRUSTEE COMMITTEE WISH LIST

Please call Jenn Morrison at (508) 643-0667 if you can help with any of the following:

· "Sponsor a Table" - we still need more new tables to replace the old ones used for the suppers.  

A new table is $70.00.

· Replacement carpeting for the narthex.

· Color Photocopy Service to help print the new Oldtown directory. Color pages cost about $1.25 per page, so printing for the directory would cost about $6-7 per issue.  Anyone who can get a better price per page, please contact Ed Clavette 508-695-2214.

Welcome to the Mission Corner:

Dedicated to Serving Christ

The Neighbors In Need Collection taken on October 7th raised a total of $405.00!!!  The Oldtown spirit is a generous one in these difficult times.


 Bags for the Ingathering of Thanksgiving donations will be distributed on Sunday, November 4th to the Sunday School children; all members of the congregation are welcome to take a bag home and return it on Sunday, November 18th.  Missions Committee members will deliver all contributions to the Public Health Nurse for distribution to needy families right in our own community.   


Our next scheduled Soup Kitchen will be Friday, November 30th at the Seekonk Baptist Church on Route 152, just over the Attleboro line.  Anyone who would like to help out is welcome to speak to any member of the Missions Committee.  We always manage to have a lot of fun while performing this necessary service to the community.


This Christmas season we will have our Mitten Tree and specific Christmas requests for both children and elderly clients.  If you see a bargain on hats, mittens or gloves please make a purchase for our tree!


The next meeting of the Missions Committee is scheduled for Sunday, November 11th.

Christine Pandozzi 

For the Missions Committee

From the North Attleboro

Clergy Association

There will be a Vigil of Thanksgiving for our Firefighters and Police at 4 pm on the Common in front of the First Baptist Church on Sunday,  Nov. 18.

Everyone is asked to bring a candle. 
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 OLDTOWN DIRECTORY

We are preparing to publish this directory, thanks to all who took the time to have their pictures taken this past October 14.  I'll have the master sheets done in a week or so and then have to locate a printer for the color pages, (about 5-6 per issue). Color photocopying is expensive, at over a dollar a page, so if anyone knows of a more economical source, please let me know.  As in past versions, I plan to include one page of pictures of activities we've done over the year, and a phone/address directory in the back pages.  

If anyone wishes that their phone/address be omitted from the directory, please let me know and I will gladly accommodate you. Just mail or call the church and leave a message. 508-695-1713. I have had some requests, thanks for letting me know. 

I have received a volunteer to help with the binding. Still working on selecting a printer.  We will be setting the price of these at cost.  You may send me a message on how many copies you'd want.  That would help planning for the printing. 

God Bless,

Ed Clavette 

508-695-2214

Congratulations!

To Jen and Todd DeBlois

on the birth of Jacob Ryan

on Oct. 16- 8 pounds, 4 ounces.
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Cleaning Morning at Oldtown!

Bring those vacs and mops and cleaning supplies to Oldtown on Saturday Nov. 17th from 8:30 am to noon.  We want to do our annual pre-holiday season cleaning in the church and in the Schoolhouse. Many hands make light work, so come join the party!

From the Old Colony Association:

The Fall Fellowship Meeting held on Oct.21st was a wonderful gathering of delegates from the 84 churches of the Southeast Area.  We heard from our new Minister and President, Nancy Taylor as she talked about the importance of our ministry in these times and in this world.  She led worship with our Area Minister, the Rev. Dale Hempen.  A video is available to “Meet Dr. Taylor”.
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Conference, UCC

Craigville Retreats:

A Retreat for Men:

The Inner and Outer Journey

Nov. 9-11 Cost: $155.

A Retreat for Women:

“Spirituality 101- I’d love to go but…”

Nov. 16-17 Cost: $95

The Walker Center:

“Ecumenical Initiative to Counter Racism”

Nov. 9-10. Cost: $25. For commuters.

Franciscan Center, Andover, MA

“The Breath of God” an ecumenical retreat with The Rev. Nancy Roth, author and priest. Cost: $195.

Have you checked out the Mass. Conference Website?  www.macucc.org
From the Attleboro Area

Council of Churches

The AACC is planning the interfaith Thanksgiving Eve service to be held on Nov. 21st at 7 pm at the Trinitarian Congregational Church, UCC in Norton.
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A Special Time for 

Donald Bailey
The Music Committee and Board of Deacons are putting together a special Recognition and Thank you Sunday on November 25th for our long time Organist, Donald Bailey.  Don has been with us for the better part of the last 51 years starting at the ripe young age of 16 years old. If you ask he will tell you how nervous he was and that his knees were knocking so hard that he thought we would hear them.  

Don is a very important part of our Church Family and we will miss him.  On the advice of his doctor due to failing health he has regretfully given us his resignation with his final Sunday at the Organ being November 25.  

We will be taking an all-church collection as appreciation for Don's many years of faithful service to us.  If you wish to send a money gift you may make Checks out to "The First Congregational Church" with notation that it is to be given towards a gift for Don.  Or if making a donation in cash see one of your Deacons or Music Committee members.  

We will honor Don during morning Worship and have a special reception for him following the Morning Worship.  Other special gifts and presentations will be given at that time.  

Hopefully, we will be able to keep this a total surprise for him. 

God Bless,

Judy Harrop 

Chairman Deacon's and Music Committee's
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Be Educated!

A Muslim Faith panel discussion will be held at the Attleboro High School on Nov. 10th at 7:00-8:00 pm. All are invited to attend.
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Please keep the church office notified of any changes in address or phone numbers and also e-mail addresses.

Is there someone you know who is away at school or maybe you yourself would like to be added to the list of those receiving the Oldtown Spirit by e-mail? This is also another tool to let you all know of any event that may come up suddenly such as the prayer services held last week after the disaster. Please let us know.

Interested in Joining Oldtown

As Full Members?

An informational New Members Class will be held after worship on Dec.2, and the Reception of New Members will take place on Bell Sunday, Dec. 16.

How about serving on a Board

or Committee?

The Nominating Committee will soon be calling folks to ask for service on a Board or committee. Please consider your own involvement and say “yes” when they call.


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Ruth Adams, Beatrice, Alan England, Joyce Jordan, Maureen Gambardella, Barbara Ouellette, Ernie Sears, Sue S. Marianne Johnson, Tara LoRusso, Mary O’Neil, Laura Zilch, Alan, Jannette, Brandon, Phoebe Conlon, Julie, Jordan DelRicci, Mark & Ruth, Wilbur DiGirolamo, Sharon Manton, Grandpa Mank, Gail Roberts, the Spooner family & the families of Troy Alt and Cathy McKiel, all those in the military. And our Shut-in members: Elsie Morris, Esther Angus and Marion Horman.

Look for a Prayer List Addition form in the pews. 

The Deacon’s Corner
Due to the very busy fair time, your Board of Deacon's did not meet in the month of October. 

 We were fortunate to have two people agree to fill in as Deacons for the remainder of the year in the absence of Dave Sias who has moved away.   Jim and Marcia Brinson were presented to the Church Committee Meeting as potential members and were unanimously approved.  They will be ordained at our next meeting in November.  Thank you Marcia and Jim for joining with us.  

Just a few words, as a reminder of upcoming events, there will be a baptism coming up, and a new members class in December. If you are interested in joining the church or if you would like to explore further what membership means you are welcome to attend this class with out making the decision to join with us at this time.  

The seasons of Thanksgiving and Christmas are upon us.  Come and worship with us on November 18th when the Flower Committee adorns our altar with the bounty of a harvest of fruits and vegetables, an awesome sight to behold.  

During the Christmas season we will have a special Sunday when we will fill our church with the sounds of all manner of bells.  Soft tinkling bells, loud clanging bells and all manner of sounds and tones in between.  

December 23rd will bring us another presentation of our Live Nativity outside complete with live animals, a very meaningful experience for all who participate and all who attend.  

The Chime Choir will once again chime out during this season filling the air with ethereal notes.  

Christmas Sunday will see our church adorned in beautiful array with Poinsettias of every hue on the altar and surrounding us.  Special music will fill the air.  What a magical season to come to church and praise our Lord and Savior. Who could ask for a more meaningful experience, 

Christmas Eve and its beautiful Candle-lighting Service is always an emotional time. Luminaries line the driveway welcoming all who come to worship.  

Come and enjoy this meaningful season with us 

God Bless

Judy Harrop

Chairman Board of Deacons

Women's Spirituality Group

Since there was not an overwhelming demand for the daytime meeting, we will return to the single monthly meeting on the first Monday of the month at 7 pm at 43 Grant St. in Attleboro.  This month we will be listening to and talking about favorite, meaningful or inspirational music.  Bring a tape or CD or sheet music to sing or just the story of how music has been important to you in your life. 
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 “Brown Bag with Art”

At  Attleboro Museum. Wednesday, Nov. 14 at 12:15 Edgar Edwards: Baritone and Violin, J. Kimball Darling, piano.
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Birthdays

Nov 2
Ashley Harrop

Nov 9
Mike Goeller

Nov 10
Zachary Harrop

Nov 11
Jennifer Badger, 

Sam Brown

Nov 12
Logan Silva

Nov 13
Donald Bailey

Nov 17
Cristin Evelyn

Nov 18
Alan Clavette, 

Timothy Greve

Nov 20
Nora Roesser

Nov 21
David Morrison

Nov 25
Barbara Scarpelli

Nov 27
Brian Goeller, 

Kim Harrop

Nov 28
Dot Morel

Nov 29
James Santsaver

Christian Education
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The Sunday school is running smoothly and growing larger every week.  Last week Trick or Treat for UNICEF boxes were handed out to raise money to help children all around the world. On November 11th the children of our Sunday school will be presenting the Stewardship Moment, so come and hear what Oldtown means to our youth.

Don’t forget on November 18th to bring in your canned goods and non-perishable items to help local families. This is a great time to reflect on all of the blessings that God has given us. Please take the time to talk to your children and your family about the blessings your life. With all of the tragedies of the last few months it is important that we think about how much we are really thankful for.

[image: image13.wmf]On December 16th at 2pm we will be having a Christmas Cookie Decorating, carol singing, Christmas Story telling Party, so please mark your calendar and watch for more details. I leave you with a Grace used by the children in Afghanistan: God, We thank you for all your gifts, this day, this night. These fruits, these flowers, these trees, these waters. With all these treasures you have endowed us. Amen
Thanks for your continued 

love and support! 

Kelly
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The Memorial Hospital

Of Rhode Island

Announces free Diabetes Screenings:

Nov. 13: 11 Robert Toner Blvd, North Attleboro

Nov. 14: 60  Messenger St, Plainville     

9 to noon.

From the Southeast Area

 Our Fall Fellowship Annual Meeting will be held on Sunday afternoon, October 21, 2001 at the Marion Church.

[image: image15.wmf]November Anniversaries

Nov 25
Conrad and Dot Morel
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We record our Sunday Services, so those who could not attend can share in our worship.  Call the church office at 695-1713 if you'd like to borrow a tape.

Seven new tables have been donated since the request was put on our “wish list”. I’d like to thank the following people for their donations:

(
1-Betty Grant - In Memory of Joe Grant

(
1-Ardith Todd - In Memory of Beulah Elizabeth and Grandan Elwood Todd

(
1-Carolyn Chretien

(
1-Pastor Katrina Clinton

(
1-Jo-Ellen Fisher

(
2-Sylvia Witschi

If you are interested in donating a new table please talk to Dan Thibeault.

The Oldtown Fair

The Oldtown Fair was a great success!  Thanks to all who worked so hard crafting, baking, organizing, and donating their time, talents and treasures.  I guess it’s true we can do all things through Christ who strengthens us. (Philippians 4:13).  The following is a list of the money we made:

· Auction- $959.00 

(When last few items are picked up it will be $1011.50)

· Flea Market- $928.87

· Bake Table- 475.05

· Country Store- $413.56 

(Includes enough ham for next ham & bean supper)

· Knitting- $215.45

· Kitchen- $198.90 (breakfast and luncheon)

· Wood Items- $152.10

· New Books- $110.57

· Kid’s Room- $99.35

· Jewelry- $92.00

· Plants and Patriotic items- $50.10

· Donation- $50.00

· Towels- $78.50

· Christmas- $40.75

· Used Books- $39.75

· Knives- -$21.70 

(We still have $131.00 of knife inventory. If you are interested in buying knives please see Dot Morel)

Total- $3,847.43
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There are several bottles of Elsie Morris' Famous French Dressing left and Carolyn will be glad to sell it to you if you missed out.  It's not only delicious as salad dressing but is wonderful to marinate meats in as well. 

Please remember to save your empty pint and half pint bottles for the next batch. Thanks. 

OLDTOWN CHIT CHAT

By Carolyn Chretien

A warm Oldtown welcome to the Schoonmakers--Joseph and Holly.  They are Allison Dyer's parents and will be living in this area.  Holly is already helping with our Sunday School! 

A thank you is in order to Sue Berry who on her early morning walks this summer has managed to stop at the Todd Garden out front and snip off the dead marigold blooms. Every little helping hand matters! 

Doc and Irene Hobbs celebrated their 57th wedding anniversary and Doc sang a very special solo to Irene during services on Sunday the 14th! Many more you two!! 

Elsie Morris will celebrate her 105th birthday on Oct. 28th. She says she doesn't know the secret to long life and sends her love to all! 

Our prayers are with Scott and Tammy England as his unit has been called up and also with Ben and Kerri (Harrop) Crauder as he waits to be sent to Germany or other places. God bless!

Nov. 25th will see another big anniversary in our midst...Dot and Conrad Morel will celebrate 51 years. 

HAM & BEAN SUPPER

One Sitting @ 6:00 p.m. Reservations Required Adults $7.50, Seniors $7.00, Children $4

Contact Dot Greene 508-695-5138 for tickets,

Volunteers are needed for setup, serving & cleanup!

Vestry Set-up starts at 10:00 a.m.

Contact Judy Harrop 508-695-7558 or call the Church at 508-695-1713

DID YOU KNOW ???
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Have you ever noticed on TV or at military funerals that the honor guard pays meticulous attention to correctly folding the American flag 13 times?  I've known how the 21 gun salute was determined (adding the individual digits of 1776), but only recently learned why the flag was folded 13 times when it is lowered or when it is folded and handed to the widow at the burial of a veteran. Here it is:

1. The first fold of our flag is a symbol of life. 

2. The second fold is a symbol of our belief in eternal life. 

3. The third fold is made in honor and remembrance of the veterans departing our ranks who gave a portion of their lives for the defense of our country to attain peace throughout the world. 

4. The fourth fold represents our weaker nature, for as American citizens trusting in God, it is to Him we turn in times of peace as well as in time of war for His divine guidance. 

5. The fifth fold is a tribute to our country, for in the words of Stephen Decatur, "Our Country, in dealing with other countries, may she always be right; but it is still our country, right or wrong." 

6. The sixth fold is for where our hearts lie. It is with our heart that we pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States Of America, and to the Republic for which it stands, one Nation under God, indivisible, with Liberty and Justice for all. 

7. The seventh fold is a tribute to our Armed Forces, for it is through the Armed Forces that we protect our country and our flag against all her enemies, whether they be found within or without the boundaries of our republic. 

8. The eighth fold is a tribute to the one who entered into the valley of the shadow of death, that we might see the light of day, and to honor mother, for whom it flies on Mother's Day.

9. The ninth fold is a tribute to womanhood; for it has been through their faith, their love, loyalty and devotion that the character of the men and women who have made this country great has been molded. 

10. The tenth fold is a tribute to the father, for he, too, has given his sons and daughters for the defense of our country since they were first born.

11. The eleventh fold, in the eyes of a Hebrew citizen represents the lower portion of the seal of King David and King Solomon, and glorifies in their eyes, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 

12. The twelfth fold, in the eyes of a Christian citizen, represents an emblem of eternity and glorifies, in their eyes, God the Father, the Son, and Holy Spirit. 

13. When the flag is completely folded, the stars are uppermost reminding us of our nation's motto, "In God We Trust". 

After the flag is completely folded and tucked in, it takes on the appearance of a cocked hat, ever reminding us of the soldiers who served under General George Washington, and the sailors and marines who served under Captain John Paul Jones, who were followed by their comrades and shipmates in the Armed Forces of the United States, preserving for us the rights, privileges, and freedoms we enjoy today.  There are some traditions and ways of doing things which have deep meaning. You will see many flags folded in the coming weeks, and now you will know why. 

Submitted by Carolyn Chretien

___________________________________________

Stewardship 2002 
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Watch in the mail for your stewardship packet with letters and a chart of giving patterns, and a pledge card. Then beginning on Nov. 4 we will hear from members and friends of Oldtown about what this church means to them.

November 18 is Ingathering Sunday and Pledge Sunday, when our pledges will be dedicated.

       Keep Oldtown “First in Our Hearts!”

Upcoming Church Events at Oldtown!
Nov 4
 All Saints' Sunday, Communion, Stewardship 1



Nov 5
Women’s Spirituality, 7pm 43 Grant St, Attlboro



Nov 7
Pastoral Relations Committee, 7 pm



Nov 8
Board of Trustees, 7 pm



Nov 10
Muslim Panel Discussion at Attleboro High School, 7 pm



Nov 11
Baptism Sunday, Stewardship 2



Nov 13
Christian Education Committee, 7 pm



Nov 15
Board of Deacons, 7 pm



Nov 17
Church Cleaning Party 8:30 a.m. to Noon. Bring vacuums, rags, oil soap, Windex and buckets. 

 HAM & BEAN SUPPER One Sitting @ 6:00 p.m. Reservations Required Adults $7.50, Seniors $7.00, Children $4

Contact Dot Greene 508-695-5138 for tickets, 

Volunteers are needed for setup, serving & cleanup! 

Vestry Set-up starts at 10:00 a.m.

Contact Judy Harrop 508-695-7558 or call the Church at 508-695-1713 



Nov 18
Thanksgiving and Ingathering Sunday; Stewardship 3; pledges dedicated

 4 pm- North Attleborough Thanksgiving Service at WW2 Memorial



Nov 20
Deadline for submissions to the newsletter



Nov 21
AACC Thanksgiving Eve Service, 7 pm



Nov 25
Don Bailey's last Sunday- Reception after worship



Nov 27
Chime rehearsal, 7 pm



Nov 28
Church Committee, 7 pm



Nov 30
Soup Kitchen in Seekonk



November 2001





Email:OldtownUCC@AOL.com


    Web Site: Oldtownucc.tripod.com
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The 1st Church of the Attleboro's
located in the Heart of Oldtown
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