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From the Pastor:

It's that time of year again! November means our stewardship committee is extra-busy encouraging folks to support the church by making a pledge. As a voluntary organization, we are totally dependent on the people who love their church to support their church. Each year the Trustees build a budget on a wing and a prayer, on the faith that we will be able to meet our obligations. 

The story goes that a small plane with only a pilot and passenger crashed 
on a deserted island.  The pilot was bemoaning the fact that no one would ever find them way out in the middle of nowhere. But the passenger was confident they would be found.  He said, "I make $100,000. a week and I tithe.  My pastor will find us!  Now there's incentive.

Actually, I'm never as concerned about the dollar amount as I am in the fact that people do make a pledge.  We had 38 pledging units last year.  We can do better.  When everyone gives something, then no one person can make or break a congregation.  We all share the burden, and the glory of keeping our church strong and our mission vibrant.

Pledge Sunday is November 10th, and then 2 weeks later we'll be celebrating Thanksgiving Sunday with our annual Ingathering.  This is a season of Thanks and Giving: gratitude and generosity, two hallmarks of the Christian life.  May we lift our voices with all the saints who have gone before and sing: 

"We thank thee, then O Father, for all things bright and good: The seed time and the harvest, our life, our health, our food.  Accept the gifts we offer, for all thy love imparts, And what thou most desirest, our humble, thankful, hearts."

Only by grace,
Pastor Katrina

Welcome to the Mission Corner:

Dedicated to Serving Christ
The Missions Committee wishes to thank the congregation for their generous support of the UCC Neighbors In Need campaign.  We collected $283 that will help fund UCC mission efforts in the USA.  And thanks again to Lori Brown for 
doing such a great job getting up in worship and explaining the need for our special collections!

On Sunday, November 17th, grocery bags will be distributed to the Sunday School children to be filled and returned on Ingathering Sunday, November 24th. This collection is for the entire congregation and bags will be available for everyone.  Please consider joining us in our effort to ensure that no one is hungry this Thanksgiving.

On Bell Sunday, December 15th, the Missions Committee and the Christian Education Committee are co-sponsoring a mission project for Church World Service.  That morning, instead of attending regular Sunday School classes, the 
children will be assembling school kits to send to the children of Afghanistan.  Paper, pencils, rulers and other school necessities supplied by 
the Missions Committee will be packed up for shipment to CWS and for distribution to children in that country who may be attending classes for the first time in their lives.  The children will also be enclosing small notes of greeting and encouragement from the Oldtown family.  Feel free to come by the vestry between 9AM and 10AM to witness our younger members helping out in the wider world and to enclose your own note of hope and peace.

Christine Pandozzi 

For the Missions Committee
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This year's Thanksgiving Eve Service will be held at La Salette, 947 Park St. Attleboro at 7 pm on Wednesday, Nov. 27th. Please bring a non-perishable food item for the Food n Friends Soup Kitchen program.  The message will be delivered in a liturgical dance. 


Stewardship for 2003


The Stewardship Committee has sent out the Pledge forms with letters of encouragement and information. A special thanks to all those who witnessed and helped tell the story of why Oldtown Church is special and worthy of our support.  Nov. 10th is Pledge Sunday.  Don't forget to bring your pledge form to worship for our special service of dedication.  New envelopes for 2003 will be available in Maxcy Hall.  We all have a Treasure to share!
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Making Music


The Oldtown Chimes have been meeting on Monday evenings from 7-8 pm. This music ministry is very important to help bolster our music program while we search for a new organist. Thanks to all who ring and sing! 

Poet's Corner


Wrapped in a garment of love, we appear before the Lord to be joined in one flesh,
in one body of compassion; Angels in the midst of strife.

--Patricia McAlpine
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This year’s Stewardship Theme will be illustrated by the presence of our “Treasure Box” in Maxcy Hall.  Members and friends are asked to bring in mementos or pictures, statements of who you are as a family and how you make the Oldtown Family special because of who you are.  Bonnie Meader already started us off with a copy of the deed to the land and a picture of the cake when the dedication of the Maxcy Hall and the classroom wing happened.  What a wonderful legacy the Maxcy family has made to the Oldtown Extended family!

Confirmation Class


The Confirmation Class meets on Sundays from 9-9:30 am with the pastor.  You will be seeing Kate Clavette, Katie King and Jonathan Durkee assisting in worship from time to time.  The first unit of study was on Sacraments and Rites.
In November, we will be talking about Sin and Forgiveness, Heaven and Hell, and Grace.
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Please keep the church office notified of any changes in address or phone numbers and also e-mail addresses.

Advent


ADVENT begins on Sunday, Dec. 1st. Please speak to Pastor Katrina if you are interested in helping out with the lighting of the advent wreath on any of the December Sundays.
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In our prayers:

On our Prayer List: 

John Midura, Alice Belville, Jean Santsaver, Dottie Greene, Sandy Singley, Alan England, Lise Beaudoin, Janis Narjolis, Cathy Hager, Bill Hewson, Lori Vallevona, George Robinson, Irene Hobbs, David Hemmingson, Gabriel Pelletier, Vita Corbett, Don Bailey, the family of Tony 
Cavalieri.
And our shut-ins: Elsie Morris, Marion Horman
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PRINTER CARTRIDGES

Do you have any empty inkjet cartridges? They can be recycled and produce funds for our church.  We're working with INKJET COLLECT to recycle these cartridges. They provide us free shipping boxes and return postage, and pay us anywhere from 50¢ to$2.00 per cartridge, depending on the type. The company recycles Hewlett Packard, Canon, Lexmark and Apple cartridges.  So, if you'd like to help just drop off your inkjet cartridges when you come to church.  There will be a collection box available in Maxcy Hall. 

Thank you

Ed Clavette

New Member Class



New Member class will be held after worship on Dec. 8 and we will have the Reception of New members on Bell Sunday, Dec. 15th.  If you have any questions about becoming a member come to the Inquirer's class on Dec. 8th or speak to Pastor Katrina.

Deacons' Corner

October 6th marked a special Communion Sunday as we shared with millions of other Christians in Worldwide Communion Sunday.  It is wonderful to know so many are sharing the Lord's Supper at the same time and we are
bound together by that common thread.

After their dedication and receiving their chasubles on September 29, Kate, Katie and Jonathan started their Confirmation Classes with Pastor on October 6th.

As part of their class, they came to the kitchen
where the Deacons talked with them about how the elements are prepared, how the leftover blessed elements are disposed of, why they are shown a different respect, and why it is that they are served by the Deacons.

The Deacons and Christian Ed Boards are sharing the cost of supporting the Confirmation Class – the largest expense will be the retreat in the spring. It is certainly our pleasure and privilege to have three such wonderful young people in our church family. We all look forward to next June when you will be confirmed. We offer our prayerful support along the way.

Have you noticed how beautifully our acolytes are lighting the candles? There is a lot to remember for them. Great job!!

Our organist, Ron Brown, will be leaving us at the end of October. A reception will be held after worship on October 27th to give our church family an opportunity to thank Ron in person and wish him well.  We have enjoyed having you as part of our church family, Ron. We will miss your beautiful playing of our treasured old organ. I know I speak for the entire choir when I
say we have enjoyed working with you. You have been a true professional. Thank you, Ron; we are all going to miss you!


The Deacons will be taking care of the Bake Table at the Fair.  In all the years I have been part of
Oldtown, Dottie Greene has headed up the Bake Table—it is her table and always will be hers.to me. Dottie cannot be at the table with us this year. She'll be there in spirit and in our thoughts represented by the pink rose on the table.  Dottie's 

presence is missed each time we gather at Oldtown.

Each Communion Sunday, a small "Deacons' Fund" envelope appears in your program. Have you ever wondered where this money is spent?


· Baptisms: each child receives a personalized washcloth, hand towel or pillowcase, depending on the
age of the child. In addition, each child also
receives a Baptismal Certificate, a candle and a baby spoon.
· All the candles we use.
· "The Upper Room", a daily prayer guide/ magazine offered each month at no cost.
· Palms on Palm Sunday.
· Cakes and gifts given on special occasions.
· Chasubles given to Kate, Katie and Jonathan as part of the Deacons' support of our Confirmation Program.

We appreciate and thank you for your support each
month.


Take care and God bless!


Respectfully submitted,


Betty Grant, Chairman

Board of Deacons
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SALAD DRESSING

Please continue to save empty pint and half-pint glass salad dressing bottles. They should be washed clean, labels removed as much as possible and left on the bench in the front narthex near the door.

TRUSTEE COMMITTEE
We want to thank all who assisted and attended the Fair.  As usual it was a lot of good fun and fellowship. And thanks to the Thibeaults for hosting the pie baking night at their new home. (How many pies did you make Dan?) 

The Trustees have authorized the use of NetPost to publish and mail this newsletter. It's a service of the US Postal Service, which allows us to electronically upload the newsletter to the USPS, and they print and send it. We hope you find the quality of this newsletter to your liking. 

In October, we received the resignation of Chuck Twyman, who was an appointed Trustee member this year. Thank you Chuck for your contribution to our committee. 

Last month Jo-Ellen Fisher gave an article on Stewardship which addressed in part an issue we need to consider.  She wrote: "Stewardship is more than raising enough money to support the budget of the church.  It includes offering our time to serve on Boards and Committees and offering our talents for things like the Fair and Church Suppers, etc.  In the United Church of Christ, we live under a Congregational polity. The Puritans, our forbears, insisted that God's people were responsible and accountable to God.  So we receive no funding from our denomination. We rely solely on our members and friends to support the work and mission of the Church."   I might add that a Congregational polity means that we, the members, govern ourselves.  Things seem to have been running good the past few years, and we're comfortable with what we have.  Unfortunately that comfort masks a problem of too few people involved in the government of our church. Committees have experienced the loss of elder members, and the burnout of some of the newer ones. Our strength, and our future, depends on members active in all of the committees.  The old saying goes, 'many hands make light work'. We see it happen each time in the suppers and fairs we put on. We need that same energy and level of participation in our committees too. 

The January meeting and elections are fast approaching.  During the months of November and December, a nominating committee will be 

formed and will be seeking your participation in our government. Please think about becoming involved.  I know that our lives demand a lot of our time, but consider this... there is no one currently on a committee that has an excess of free time.  The commitment they've made is to God and our congregation.  We pray you will be open to receive the call. 

God Bless you all, 

Ed Clavette 

Acting Chair of the Trustees.
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Would you like to be part of a mission trip
to Colombia? A group is planning a Fall, 2003
trip. Call Stan Duncan for more details:
(781) 878-0199


Tom Bandy workshops: 

Nov. 9, 9-3; Nov. 11, 9-3:30 in Topsfield.
Tom Bandy is a leader in Church growth and congregation revitalization. 


The Walker Center is sponsoring a workshop on conflict management for teens. On Nov. 16th 9:30-4 pm. 


A Safe Sanctuary workshop will be held 
Nov. 7 in Amherst, 7-8:30 pm and also at 
Hopedale church on Dec. 5, 7-8:30 pm. Susan
Dickerman leads these events and brings Resources on safe church policies.


YOUTH REACH OUT!, a Sr. High Leadership
Program begins Nov. 8&9 with a retreat. They will
be helping to plan this year's Mass Conference
Annual Meeting with the emphasis on Youth and
Young adults.

DID YOU KNOW ???

Every month when the Spirit comes out there’s always a little notice to save your salad dressing bottles. What’s it all about anyway? Well here’s the story.

Elsie Morris’ Famous French Dressing is printed on the label. Elsie will be 106 on October 28th and was for many years a tireless worker in this church, serving on many committees and also a member of the Mutual Helpers….the ladies group back then.  She was well known for running a coffee shop in the center of town with her two sisters and had a great reputation as a good cook. When she married my father and came to Oldtown in 1936 she helped to prepare the suppers and gave many good tips to the women here on how to do things more efficiently.  Their fame for delicious suppers became wide spread and everyone came to Oldtown for those Thursday night suppers.

I think it was back in the 50’s that the idea of a Chicken Barbecue came up.  One of our members, John Dietsch, had seen this done at the Masonic Home and brought the idea to the Finance Committee.  They decided to try it.

In June, a man from Franklin by the name of Mr. Bederian came and built his pits along the stone wall in the parking lot. This wasn’t a parking lot then but just grass.  He had large wire racks and he’d put all the chicken sections between the wires and carefully cook them to perfection over the glowing coals in the pits. He had some kind of sauce that he basted them with by spraying the chicken with this by pumping it out of a large container similar to the ones firefighters use to spray brush fires. Everyone came early just to watch because it was so fascinating. He also brought potato chips, rolls, salad and dressing and the ladies of the church provided the dessert and drink. What an idea!!  What a hit!!  Everyone in the area wanted to come and usually we served well over 200 people seated at tables outside on the lawns.

One particular day, Mr. Bederian ran out of salad and my father, Charlie Morris, came to my mother and told her that he would go to Ro-Jack’s and buy more greens and fixings and she needed to make some dressing. Well have you ever taken stock in a church kitchen?  There’s not too much 

to work with, but she looked around and mixed oil, vinegar and some spices and came up with a salad dressing. The crowd raved about it and Mr. Bederian said he would come again and cook chickens but he would never bring salad dressing again….my mother’s was too delicious. So she remembered what she had done when she got home and over time perfected it to the dressing we use today.  It’s her own secret recipe and she has only given it to me and my brother Curt, who passed away several years ago.  It’s not only good as a dressing but also to use for marinating meats before cooking them on the grill.  Some people in our past have even been known to sop it up with bread and even put it on mashed potatoes!

So that’s the story of Elsie’s famous dressing and that’s the reason we keep asking you to save those empty glass salad dressing bottles.  Now the job has fallen to me, so you will hear me come and go clinking the bags of bottles and laughingly being referred to as the bag lady !!!

Carolyn

From our Old Colony Association


After the Paul Sinn Peace event on Oct. 19th
we held our annual Fall meeting and welcomed
new pastors to the area.  Also, we heard a report
from the Rev. Jim Tilbe on how religious leaders
in the greater Taunton area have worked with
emergency response personnel, fire and police
to have strategies in place for when disaster
comes.  In times of crisis, spiritual needs are as
important as medical and psychological needs.
Pastor Katrina has copies of their strategies.
Dale Hempen, our Southeast Area Minister
also passed out buttons for the upcoming Spring event, "God is Still Speaking".  It will be a day of workshops and celebrations, like the Worcester event where 12 thousand Congregationalists showed up a couple of years ago. This event will be held at the West Junior High School.  Pastor Katrina will be doing the artwork 
for the event in May.

Upcoming Church Events at Oldtown!

November 3
All Saints' Sunday

Unicef Boxes in; Stewardship #2

Confirmation class field trip after worship

November 4
Christian Education Committee, 7 pm

November 10
Pledge Sunday

Veggietales Movie family outing

November 14
Board of Trustees, 7 pm

November 16
Baked Ham n' Bean Supper

One Sitting @ 6:00 p.m. Reservations Required 
Adults $7.50, Seniors $7.00, Children $4 

Contact Bob Greene 508-695-5138 or Ed Clavette 508-695-2214 for tickets, 

Volunteers are needed for setup, serving & cleanup! Vestry Set-up starts at 10:00 a.m. 

Contact Ed Clavette 508-695-2214 or call the Church at 508-695-1713

November 17
Sunday worship; Ingathering bags distributed

November 20
Newsletter Due Date

November 21
Board of Deacons, 7 pm

November 24
Thanksgiving Sunday; Ingathering

Youth music singers in worship

November 29
Wedding rehearsal

November 30
Wedding, 11 am
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November Birthdays & Anniversaries

November 2
Ashley Harrop

November 9
Mike Goeller

November 10
Zachary harrop

November 11
Jennifer Badger, Samuel Brown

November 13
Donald Bailey

November 17
Cristin Evelyn

November 18
Alan Clavette

November 19
Kathy Kennedy, Timothy Greve

November 20
Nora Roesser, Logan Silva

November 21
David Morrison

November 23
Rhonda & Stephen Girling

November 25
Barbara Scarpelli; 

Dot and Conrad Morel

November 27
Brian Goeller, kim Harrop

November 28
Dot Morel

November 29
James Santsaver

November 30
Dorothy Sutherland

November 2002





Email:OldtownUCC@AOL.com


    Web Site: Oldtownucc.tripod.com
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