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From the Pastor:

Come Ye thankful people, come
Raise the song of Harvest Home!

 

Thanksgiving has particular sights and sounds and smells, doesn’t it: families gathered around the table, turkey with a special stuffing, the taste of cranberry sauce and wonderful pies? We have so much to be thankful for!    
Our Church Family has a lot of thanksgiving to celebrate as well. Thanks to you all, the steeple will be coming down soon so that it can be repaired and reconstructed. November is also Stewardship month, so, thanks to you, we are able to put a budget together for 2004 and continue a tradition of ministry and mission begun in Oldtown in 1712.

 

On November 15&16 we celebrate Founders’ weekend with the Fair on Saturday and the Founders’ Day worship on Sunday. Let’s all wear colonial costumes. Bob Greene will be our Tithing man, and carry the feather-stick around, so no snoozing in the pews!

 

On Founders’ Day we will also dedicate the many memorial gifts that have been given to the church in the past few years that have helped furnish and equip our church. We are so grateful to all those who have gone before us who have left us this legacy of faithfulness and love of church and community.

 

So come, you faithful pilgrims, come! Come join us in this season of gratitude and thanksgiving as we are "Spirit led and Spirit fed!”  

  
Only by grace,

Pastor Katrina
Christian Education Corner

[image: image3.wmf]The Sunday school has been very busy this fall. We’ve been working on several mission projects including: Birthday Backpacks, Trick or Treat for Unicef, and corresponding with our Compassion child, Ravi. We have also been talking about the history of our church and the ways that people have worshipped in Oldtown for almost 300 years! In October we kicked off our “Little People for the Steeple” Penny Drive, and held an election to name the dove in our sanctuary. Thanks to all your votes and support, our dove is now named “Rainbow, Sparkle, Holy Spirit.” 

We still need a few adult helpers in the Sunday School. If you would like to help out, please speak to Kelly or Christine.

Here are few friendly tips for parents about worship:

-Parents, your children learn to worship by watching you. When parents come to worship with an attitude of expectation and joy, their children will catch the spirit of worship.

-Interact with your child during the worship service (help them follow the bulletin, find the hymns in the hymnal, and point out different colors and symbols in the sanctuary).
-Bring quiet activities and make use of the children’s bulletins and coloring books.

-Children learn “worship etiquette” by participation. Reinforce their good behavior.

-Never be afraid to take a walk about if you child is restless or crying. 

-If your child is having a bad day, don’t be discouraged! Be patient! Take a walk about and know that what you are doing is very important.

But most importantly always know that EVERYONE is welcome in worship at Oldtown, and we are always glad when you and your family join us!

See you on Sunday!

Kelly


From the Massachusetts Conference, UCC

What a great day we had at the Amistad! Thanks to all who helped get us there.

 

Colossal X: Celebrating the Psalms Saturday, Nov. 15 at Longmeadow and Sunday November 16, 1:30-6:45 pm at the First Congregational Church in Shrewsbury, MA.

 

Have you checked out the Mass. Conference Website?  www.macucc.org 

Open House at Andover Newton Theological School on November the first.
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November Birthdays & Anniversaries:
	November 2
	Ashley Harrop,

Terry Durkee

	November 9
	Mike Goeller

	November 10
	Zachary Harrop

	November 11
	Jennifer Badger, 
Sam Brown

	November 12
	Logan Silva

	November 13
	Donald Bailey

	November 17
	Cristin Evelyn

	November 18
	Alan Clavette

	November 20
	Nora Roesser

	November 21
	David Morrison

	November 23
	Rhonda & Stephen Girling,

Paul Weaver

	November 25
	Barbara Scarpelli, 
Conrad & Dot Morel 

	November 27
	Brian Goeller

	November 28
	Dot Morel

	November 29
	James Santsaver

	November 30
	Dorothy Sutherland




Welcome to the Mission Corner:

Dedicated to Serving Christ
Thanks to everyone who contributed to the UCC's recent Neighbors in Need campaign - we have raised $269.00!  One third of all contributions will go to fund Native American ministries.
The Sunday School put together "Birthday Backpacks" on Sunday, October 19th for the Attleboro Area Council for Children as part of the project schedule for National Make a Difference Day.  Five backpacks were assembled for children who would not otherwise afford a birthday party.  They contained such items as cake mixes, frosting, candles, party favors, pizza gift certificates and paper goods.  Thank you to those people who brought in their own contributions to aid our project - it is so wonderful to see our children helping other children.
In November, the older children will be assembling health kits for Church World Service, so if you have soap, toothpaste or toothbrush coupons that will be unused, please bring them in and give to any Missions member! Ingathering bags for our Thanksgiving project will be distributed on Sunday, November 16th to be returned on Sunday, November 23rd.  Grocery store gift certificates are always welcome in addition to our food donations.
Christine Pandozzi
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On our Prayer List:  Robin, Dottie Anderson, Ann Marie, Adam and Jacqui, Colleen, William, Jackie Darling, Judi Silverstein, Lorraine, Betsy, Noah, Don Bailey, Susan and Lori, Barbara Pasquantonio, Donna and Wayne, Brenton Taylor, Betsy, Marcia Brinson, Virginia, Rick and Penny Gates, Herb Tinkham, Lori Vallevona, Jean, Joanne Boucher, Ernie Sears, Warren. And our shut-ins: Marion Horman, Dottie Greene, Nora Roesser, Irene Hobbs, Virgina Hall and Marion Andreason
Please let us know who should be included. Remember, first names only unless you have permission from the person we are praying for)



A Letter from Seminary

[image: image7.wmf]I can’t believe that we are coming up on mid-terms already. I’ve spent the last month really wrestling with some tough theological questions; learning to listen for God’s message in scriptures; and observing different leadership styles and how people respond to them. I’ve also been blessed with learning about spiritual practices like walking the labyrinth and Lectio Divina, to enhance my prayer life and my relationship with God. I am planning on bring the labyrinth home to Oldtown sometime during the Lenten season so that you all can experience it too. As always, thank you for your support and encouragement on my journey. 

Grace and Peace to you,
Kelly

Save the Date:
Colossal Ten will be held on November 16th in Shrewsbury!
From the Attleboro Area 

Council of Churches

The AACC is planning the interfaith Thanksgiving Eve service to be held on Nov. 26th at Temple Agudas Achim. Mark your calendars!

 

The Attleboro Area Council of Churches needs donations of paper goods and canned goods and cereals for their outreach program. 

 

From the Old Colony Association
 

Congratulations to The Rev. Fred Rhines who celebrated his 20th anniversary of ordination on October 19th. Fred is the Interim Pastor in Swansea.

 


DEACON'S CORNER

     What a marvelous Fall we are having--warm, clear days with just a hint of a cool snap in the air as we come into one of our busiest times at Oldtown...especially so this year, as we celebrate Founder's Day on Nov. 16.  A special worship service has been planned along with the dedication of the memorial gifts so generously given in memory of our loved ones.  Communion will be served on Nov. 2nd, which is All Saints Sunday.  The chime will be rung as each name is read of loved ones who have passed since November, 2002. 

     Have you been thinking of becoming a member of Oldtown?  Do you have questions about our church, it's history, the beliefs we follow?  If you would just like to ask about what is involved to become a member, please feel free to talk with Pastor or  to one of the Deacons at anytime.  During Sunday worship on Oct. 12, two children were Baptized, Maya Lillian Marshall D'Ambra and Brendan Joseph Marshall.  There is always an extra warmth and special joy when children are welcomed into Jesus family.  Home communion is offered each month to many of our shut-in church family.  If you would like to receive home communion, please call the church at (508) 695-1713, and leave a message with your name, address and phone number.  Someone will get back to you within a few days.  Thank you all for continuing to use the blue prayer cards when you want to add a name to the printed prayer list.  Also, thank you to everyone who lets Pastor know when to remove a name from the list.  These two things are a tremendous help to Pastor in her efforts to keep the prayer list current.

  The up-coming few weeks are busy for everyone.  Please check the dates and events happening at Oldtown and set aside as much time as you can to lend your support.  These events are certainly important to our budget concerns, but they are also important as a community outreach.  They bring folks to our church!  They show how warm and welcoming it is to be part of Oldtown Church.  There are many in the community who for various personal reasons, are looking for something stable, sure and constant in their lives.  We know the answer is what God offers to everyone.  They need to see who we are and feel free to come in on Sunday morning and feel most welcome once they are here.  The answer is here, but they need to see and feel that before it can begin to help them find the peace they are seeking.

God's Peace and Blessings to each of you.

Respectfully submitted,

Betty Grant, Chairman

Board of Deacons  

 

2003-2004 Stewardship Pledge Experience
Spirit Led!  Spirit Fed!
"A Strawberry mango Quencher Drencher might help my pledge!"
"Well, if this were the Magic Kingdom we could use Fairy Dust!"
"Get Real with Stewardship!"
Okay, so what do the above quotations have to do with this year's Stewardship Pledge Experience? The answer is that each is a key line from the brief Stewardship Skits being presented during announcement time on each of the 3 Sundays (Oct 19, 26, and Nov. 2) leading up to Stewardship Sunday on November 9th. The message of each skit is clear:
1. We give to God from our "First Fruits", not from our leftovers.
2. We carry out the ministry of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, in the REAL world, and we need REAL money to carry out this ministry.
3. Throughout the year, we support our beloved Oldtown Church with our time, talent AND treasure.
November 9th is Stewardship Sunday at Oldtown. Let's worship as a Spirit Led, Spirit Fed, vibrant community of faith and make strong pledges to carry out the very REAL ministry of Jesus Christ, our LIVING Savior, in the REAL world. 
Stewardship Notes
Opportunities for Giving

The Not-So-Silent Auction will be an exciting and profitable part of the Oldtown Founders' Fair on Saturday, Nov. 15th. We are looking for donations of new items, special crafts, used but special objects, collectibles, gift certificates, and anything else you can think of that would add to the fun of the auction. Please speak with Jo-Ellen Fisher or call the church office with any questions or donation suggestions.
Are you cleaning and sorting the contents of attic, basement, closets, cupboards, under-0the-bed storage etc.? Please remember the Flea Market that is part of the fair AND any items that we could use for our wreath decorating this December. This year's Stone Soup Wreath Sale will be held on Saturday, December 6th, and we will be creating the wreaths on the Thursday and Friday nights before the event.  Bring your wire snips, glue guns and join us as we create the unique wreaths that adorned the doors of North Attleborough and surrounding towns last year.


All Saints list

The following names will be read on All Saints Sunday (November 2), as the chime tolls for those who have died in the past year:
All Saints, 2003
Jamie Ebert
Jerome Sumner
Raleigh "Buddy" Witcher
Carl A "Bud" Sullivan
Judith Coppock
Patricia Helen Perry
Eleanor Catherine Barlog
Richard Remember Smith, Jr.
James Robert Hayes, Sr.
William John Cragun
Theodore W. Welch, Sr.
Edith Augusta Boulay
Donald R. Little
William H. Wright
Norm Johnstone
Ruth L. Johnstone
George E. "Bud" Cassles, Jr.
Robert Snow Mason
Elizabeth Marie Perkins
Sam Melnyczuk
Lawrence C. Coburn, Jr.
Jacqueline Chamberlain
Heather Ann Fagerburg
Verna Mildred Smith Proulx
Francis Patrick Frank Sherry
Stephen Joseph Castelli, Sr.
Ruth Marie Soucy
Susanne LaPierre
James Roger Moreshead
Jeannette Achin
Kendra Achin
Vincent Bravo
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We record our Sunday Services, so those who could not attend can share in our worship.  Call the church office at 695-1713 if you'd like to borrow a tape or CD.



STEEPLE RESTORATION PROJECT   
A meeting of the church members was held on September 14th, after service to decide on a proposed project to repair the top section of the church's steeple.  The Steeple Committee presented the condition of the steeple, the need to make repairs, the phases of the proposed project and selected contractor.
   The members approved Phase 1 - to take the top section of the steeple and the bell down, and clean and cover the bell tower section, contingent on the raising of $13,000 for the project. The members also approved the formation of a Steeple Restoration Management committee and Fund Raising committee.  Dan Thibeault announced that we had a sponsor who would match any donationof $100 or more up to $7000.   
As of October 19th, we have received enough donations to start Phase 1.   We have also received an offer from a local craftsman to refurbish the weathervane at no cost.   
The Steeple Restoration Management Committee has been appointed. Its members are Edmund Clavette, Peter Gaw and Dan Thibeault.  
The Steeple Restoration Fund Raising Committee has been appointed. Its members are Edmund Clavette, Cynthia Desrosier and Lisa Fitzpatrick Jr.     
This is just the beginning of a rather large project.  We’re off to a good start.  Thanks to you all for your support thus far of your donations and participation.   
Contact us after service if you wish to join the fund raising committee, or share ideas for this project.  Or call 508-695-1713. 

Ed Clavette 
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Address Change?

Please keep the church office notified of any changes in address or phone numbers and also e-mail addresses.

FOUNDERS FAIR    Saturday, November 15th….9 to 2

Well, it’s about to happen again and aren’t you glad it’s in November this year ? We have so many new people that we need to explain how it all comes together.

WEDNESDAY 11/12

Starting at 6:30 PM we will be setting up. That means we put up the various tables and put skirts around them, both upstairs and downstairs. We also bring out any items left from last year that are stored in the middle room. All helping hands are welcome!
At this time, hopefully everyone will bring in all of the wonderful items they’ve made to sell at the fair (not the food items). It would be very helpful if you could please give us a suggested price for the items you bring.  
Here are some ideas. Any hand made items: knitted, crocheted, sewed, crafty things, wooden items, vintage jewelry that you no longer want, hand painted items. Also needed are any house plants you may have started this summer. Dried arrangements, wreaths and wall hangings too. Chinese lanterns, bittersweet, money plant is popular.  ANYTHING that you think someone may want to buy!!
The Christmas Corner nearly sold out everything last year, so we need your crafty little hand made ornaments to fill our tree and also, other Christmas items.
Tables that are upstairs are: Not-So-Silent Auction, Jewelry, Wooden Items, Knives, Crafts, knitted, etc., Placemats and towels, Christmas Corner, Plants and dried things.
Not-So-Silent Auction: Jo-Ellen and Pastor Katrina are looking for any items you would like to donate that are a better quality than flea market or yard sale or any hand made items crafted by our wonderful artisans. Gift baskets or gift certificates from places of business that you frequent are very popular. People bid on these during the day and watch the tote board. At the end of the day the highest bidder for an item gets it. A very popular spot!!!
Weather permitting, the flea market will be outside. If not it will be in the schoolhouse. Your contributions may be someone’s treasure!
Downstairs tables are Books, Country Store and Baked Goods Table. Your donations of good used books are welcome.
The Country Store usually sells our famous German Potato Salad, Cole Slaw, Ham, Baked Beans, Elsie’s Famous French Dressing, jams and jellies, sometimes Grapenut Pudding and other delicacies. This year may see some surprise gift type “mixes in a jar”!
The Baked Goods Table. Dan the Man’s famous apple pies of course! We need you to make up your favorite recipes for all kinds of goodies. People love cookies because they can get an assortment. Candies are popular too! Some helpful hints are to include a small tag if you make something with nuts or peanut butter because some people have an allergy to these things. Also please label what your article is and if you have an idea for a price include that s well.
We serve coffee and muffins during the morning and a mouth watering luncheon at mid-day. Speak to Denise Achin if you want to help out in the kitchen.

FRIDAY 11/14

Someone will be around most of the day so you can drop things off or help with displaying.
There’s always room for a pair of willing hands and a happy heart to help out. See the sign up chart in Maxcy Hall. Even if you can only help for an hour or two, that might give someone a break to go get a bite to eat with their family, friend etc.
Remember that even though the fair closes at 2 there is still a lot of work to do cleaning up and putting things away. So if you can help then…AMEN!!
So spread the word..…tell everybody you know to come to Oldtown for a real country Founders Fair. If they’ve always wondered about that “cute, white church” and wondered what it looks like, this is the time to come. There will be tours given at several times during the day so they can see our treasure for themselves!!

Come, Join us at the Fair!

Carolyn Chretien & Ed Clavette

The Oldtown Founders’ Fair

Saturday, November 15, 2003
9 am to 2 pm
(Flea Market begins at 7 am)

The First Congregational Church
675 Old Post Road
North Attleborough

Featuring:

the Not-So-Silent Auction,
(final bids at 1:55 pm)
Country Store, Crafts, Baked Goods, Jewelry, Books, Christmas Corner, 
Children’s Room, Knit Goods, and 
Elsie’s famous French Salad Dressing!

Coffee and Muffins 9-11 am
Luncheon 11:30-1:30 pm

Directions: 
Route 95 to 295. Exit 1, Route 1, North. Turn Right at Applebee’s. Follow Draper Ave. to end. Turn right on Old Post Road. Church within a mile.

Upcoming Church Events at Oldtown!

	November 2
	All Saints' Sunday, 
Communion, 
Stewardship 2

	November 6
	Board of Deacons, 7 pm

	November 7
	Wedding rehearsal, 7 pm

	November 8
	Goeller Wedding, 4:30 pm

	November 9
	Stewardship Sunday; pledges dedicated

	November 15
	Founder’ Day Fair  8 am-2 pm

	November 16
	Founders’ Day Worship, 10 am  (wear Costumes)

	November 23
	Thanksgiving and Ingathering Sunday; 

	November 26
	AACC Thanksgiving Eve Service, 7 pm

	November 30
	First Sunday of Advent


November 2003





Email:OldtownUCC@AOL.com


    Web Site: Oldtownucc.tripod.com
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