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From the Pastor:

“Oh that Thou would rend the heavens and come down”  Is. 64:1

The prophet Isaiah, living in a time of oppression and exile, having seen the city and the temple ruined, prays to God  to tear open the heavens and come down to save the people and restore justice to the land.  How often in these days of war and fear do we want to call out to God to come down here now and set things right?  Wipe away all evil.  Make people so generous that there are no have-nots in the world, so greed and envy are a thing of the past.  “God, why don’t you come down and do something about this mess you claim to love so much?"

As Christians we believe that God has come to us and has saved us.  At Christmas we celebrate the birth of our Savior and we sing our Alleluia’s with the shepherds and kings because we know that God has come to us “to share our common lot” and to teach us the ways of righteousness and to save our souls from all fear and sin.

The time of Advent is a time of waiting and preparation, not for the unknown, but for what we do know:  Immanuel, “God with us” is coming again and his presence in the world makes all the difference to the world.  What began in a bed of straw and culminated on a cross, has come to us as an ever-present Spirit, so that we are never Godforsaken again.  No evil or terror can undo us for “Christ is born in Bethlehem.”

Come celebrate the Advent of Christ with us at Oldtown.  Bring a bell on Bell Sunday and help us ring out our joy.  Come to the Live Nativity on the 23rd and the Lessons and Carols on Christmas Eve.  Come bear witness to the saving Spirit of Jesus Christ.  May this Christmas be a time of holiness for you and your family as you experience the unconditional love of God that came down to us on Christmas day.

Only by grace,


















 Pastor Katrina

Welcome to the Mission Corner:

Dedicated to Serving Christ

Thank you to everyone who brought in food donations for Ingathering Sunday!  We sent three carloads of non-perishable items, gift certificates and frozen turkeys to the Public Health Nurse in North Attleborough.  As always, our donations were very much appreciated.  


The next scheduled Soup Kitchen will be on Friday, November 30th at the Seekonk Baptist Church. The Missions Committee will be making meatballs on Thursday night to be served with pasta and salad on Friday.  


On Sunday December 2nd we will be setting up the Mitten Tree in the front of the sanctuary.  Any donations of mittens, hats or gloves you wish to bring in will be added to the tree.  Individual gift requests for children and elderly clients will also be decorating our tree - all purchases must be returned to church by Sunday, December 16th  so we can turn in your donations for distribution. 


The next meeting of the Missions Committee will be on Sunday, December 9th.

Christine Pandozzi 
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Interested in Joining Oldtown

As Full Members?

An informational New Members Class will be held after worship on Dec.2, and the Reception of New Members will take place on Bell Sunday, Dec. 16.

How about serving on a 

Board or Committee?

The Nominating Committee will soon be calling folks to ask for service on a Board or committee. Please consider your own involvement and say “yes” when they call.

From the Attleboro Area

Council of Churches

Mark your calendars: 

· Annual Meeting: Jan 28, 2002

· Week of Prayer for Christian Unity Jan 18-25; Service on the 20th
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Conference, UCC

Craigville Retreats:

A Retreat for Women:

“Finding God in the Winters of our Lives”

Feb. 1-2;  cost: $95.



Have you checked out the Mass. Conference Website?  www.macucc.org
Address Change?

Please keep the church office notified of any changes in address or phone numbers and also e-mail addresses.

Women's Spirituality Group

Meets at 7 pm on Dec. 3 at 43 Grant Street.  This month’s theme is “Stress & Strategies for Coping during the holidays.”  Bring along a favorite hymn, poem, prayer that helps keep you calm and focused during the busy days of December.

The Deacon’s Corner

As we approach the beautiful season of Christmas many wonderful awe inspiring services are being planned for us.  This is a time when the Board of Deacons truly enjoys the roll that they have in the preparing of worship to make it a more meaningful time for all.  Some of the upcoming events planned are:

December 2nd -- Informational meeting for potential new members and those interested in finding out what membership is about at Oldtown.

December 9th -- New Member candidates to be presented to the Church for membership.

December 15th -- Our choir and chimes has been invited to go to Ridgewood Court to play and sing for the residents there.  We are asking that anyone in the congregation and Sunday school please consider joining with us to add a blessing to the residents holiday.  We will be leaving the church at 1:30 pm. 

December 16th -- Bell Sunday. Bring your bells-- loud clanging bells, soft tinkling bells and anything in between. You may be asked to tell the story behind the bell that you bring.  Chimes will be playing, the choir will be singing and last but not least--The Reception of new Members to our ever growing Parish.

December 23rd -- Christmas Sunday will be observed.  The choir will sing, the chimes will play, the sanctuary will be adorned in all its Christmas finery.  Who could ask for more than that to complete their holiday enrichment?  In the evening we will be sharing a Live Nativity out of doors at 5pm and again at 6pm.  Complete with sheep, goats and even a braying donkey. People in the congregation will be asked to please participate.  If you wish you may speak with Pastor Katrina or Judy Harrop.

December 24th -- Come enjoy our traditional Candle-lighting Service.  Enter Church to the inviting Luminaries set out by Dale and Karen Scott.  Thank you both and God Bless for keeping this going for us. Enter the sanctuary to the beautiful tones of the organ playing Christmas music and once again music by the choir and chimes and readings appropriate for the evening.  An awesome beginning to your Christmas festivities.  

Anyone interested in participating in the lighting of the Advent Wreath over the next few weeks, Please talk to Pastor Katrina.

God Bless,

Judy Harrop

Chairman Board of Deacons

Trustee Committee

We had our meeting on November 8, after two meeting-less summer months.  We discussed several pending items, including the 3rd handicapped spot in the parking lot, the replacement of the railroad ties lining the parking lot with brick (scheduled to take place this fall or early spring) and the donated new dining tables (funds for 10 were received by the meeting).  We had also received an offer for a discount on new carpeting for the narthex.  We decided to solicit bids from a few area installers to compare and hope to have this project completed shortly.

The fair was a success this year.  Thanks go out to all that helped with this enjoyable event.  I especially wish to thank the pie makers.  I had bought an apple pie for my family and must confess I ate most of it myself (shame on me)!

A few upcoming events that must be mentioned:  

· The Annual Meeting scheduled for January 17, 2002.  Please plan on attending.  Remember – a Congregational Church is governed and run by you, its members.

· This Board should receive committee budgets by December 1.

A new parking lot plan is posted on the bulletin board.  To protect all parishioners and visitors, we are asking that there be no parking in the paved areas between the sign and the front doors and in front of and along side of the ramp.  Your adherence to this request is greatly appreciated.

During this busy holiday season, remember the real meaning of it all.  Remember your church, your neighbors and, most of all, your family.  It is about love, peace and reflection – make time to include all three in the next month.

Jennifer L. Morrison

Chairperson Trustee Committee

Christian Education
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It’s Advent!  A special time to fill our hearts and homes with Hope, Peace, Joy and Love. This holiday season with all of our busy schedules and demanding deadlines, I urge you to take a little quiet time to sit with your family and enjoy the quiet beauty of the season. Share a cup of hot cocoa, read a special holiday story, or just sit and watch snowflakes fall.  Families are precious gifts that God has given us.

Thank you to everyone that participated in our Trick or Treat for UNICEF project.  We raised $69.51 to help children around the world. Thank You!

On December 16th (Bell Sunday) at 2pm we will be gathering in Maxcy Hall for our Christmas Party. We’ll be singing Christmas Carols, decorating Christmas cookies, and enjoying story telling by Pastor Katrina.  I hope you can make it!

On December 23rd we will be presenting the Live Nativity.  We will need lots of little angels!  Hot cocoa and cookies will be served. If you would like to bring some cookies to share as refreshments they will be joyfully accepted.  Please watch for more details.

I’ll leave you with a Christmas Prayer by Norma Woodbridge. 

May the spirit of giving go on through the year, bringing love, laughter, hope and good cheer.  Gifts wrapped with charity, Joy, peace and grace, ribboned with happiness, a tender embrace

.

Blessings!

Kelly Thibeault
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December Anniversaries

Dec 12
Bob and Dottie Greene



[image: image8.wmf]Services on Tape

We record our Sunday Services, so those who could not attend can share in our worship.  Call the church office at 695-1713 if you'd like to borrow a tape.
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Did you miss your chance to buy Elsie's Famous Dressing?  Carolyn still has about 12 bottles left.  They are the half-pint size for $1.50.  Contact her and she'll see that you have some.  Please continue to save empty pint and half-pint glass salad dressing bottles. They should be washed clean, labels removed as much as possible and left on the bench in the front narthex near the door. 


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Jake Beauchaine, Olive Fontaine, Virginia Smith, Norman Phillips, Oscar Gomez, Doris Pedro,Todd Bayley, Eda Case, Maggie, Beatrice, Alan England, Joyce Jordan, Maureen Gambardella, Barbara Ouellette, Ernie Sears, Marianne Johnson, Tara LoRusso, Tom, Mary O’Neil, Laura Zilch, Grandpa Mank, Jannette, Phoebe Conlon, Julie, Jordan DelRicci, Wilbur DiGirolamo, the Spooner family, the Hanes and Novac families, the Rourke and Nyskohus families.

And our shut-ins: Elsie Morris, Esther Angus, Marion Horman

Look for a Prayer List Addition form in the pews. 

Web Site Update

We continue to get 50-60 hits per month on our web site.  In September we got 144!  A couple of weeks ago we heard from an old friend that currently lives in Washington who happened to come across our web site.  Read more about it in Did You Know? by Carolyn.
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It seems hard to believe that this year is almost at an end.  A lot has happened, and we have done a lot.  Sunday Services and all we do at Oldtown happen because we are blessed with a wonderful pastor, and the officers and committees of Oldtown.  Our church government is Congregational in polity.  It is a democratic form that relies upon its membership to take an active part in this government.  Service as an officer or committee member is a voluntary act, and it is a vital part of what keeps our service to our Lord alive and growing. 

Our By-laws require the formation of a Nominating Committee, that is responsible for inviting members to accept the nomination to serve as an officer or on a committee.  This is usually started in November, with the finished slate of nominations presented at the Annual Meeting, which will be January 17, 2002. 

Within this and the next newsletter you'll find articles describing what some of the various committees and officers do.  I hope this will help you in your consideration to serve. The nominating committee will be active through December and early January, and you may be invited to serve on a committee.  I'd like you to think, and pray, about this, and keep an open mind and heart about accepting this call. 

What are the offices and committees of Oldtown? 

· [image: image12.wmf]Moderator, 1 year term 

· Clerk, 1 year term 

· Treasurer, 1 year term 

· Assistant Treasurer, 1 year term 

· Sunday School Superintendent, 1 year term (serves on the Christian Education Committee) 

· Historian, 1 year term 

· Diaconate, at least 2 Deacons and 2 Deaconesses, 2 year term 

· Board of Trustees, at least 6 members, 2 year term 

· Missions Committee, 3 or more members, 1 year term 

· Christian Education Committee, 5 or more members, 1 year term 

· Music Committee, at least 3 members, 1 year term 

· Flower Committee, at least 3 members, 1 year term 

· Auditing Committee, 3 members, 1 year term 

· Delegates: 1 year term each for: 

* To Massachusetts Conference, U.C.C. 

* To Old Colony Association 

* To Attleboro Area Council of Churches 

God bless you all. 

Edmund Clavette 

Moderator

[image: image13.wmf]
FLOWER COMMITTEE

What does it mean to serve on the Flower Committee?  This is a good committee to work on especially if you're just starting out as a new member. There are at least three members of this committee who are appointed annually.  It's their responsibility with the help of any other members to provide flowers to be on the altar each Sunday, and to order and decorate with plants for Christmas and Easter. They are to generally see that the altar and its area consisting of chairs, tables, cross, candlesticks, vase, etc. are kept in good shape.  If you like flowers and decorating this could be your niche.













Carolyn

CLERK
The clerk is elected for one year or until a successor is appointed.  He/she shall be legally sworn.  It's the duty of the clerk to keep a faithful record of the proceedings of the church.  A register of names of members, addresses, with dates and modes of reception and removal, a record of baptisms, marriages, and deaths must be kept.  He/she issues letters of transfer of members and preserves all communications and written official reports and conducts all correspondence so far as necessary, and perform such other duties as are prescribed by law, etc. 

Anyone interested? 

Carolyn

Description of the 

Duties of a Deacon
Deacons are responsible for the spiritual life of the Church.  They work hand in hand with the Pastor creating meaningful worship services and assisting the Pastor in their implementation.

· Set up Communion on a monthly basis and clean up afterwards.  Including being sure that all cups have been removed from the pews.  This is done on rotating basis in turn 

· Prepare and visit shut-ins on communion Sunday to administer Sacrament of Communion to those requesting it.

· Come to Church on Sunday prepared to assist Pastor in any way needed 

· Change numbers on front boards to include numbers reflected in new bulletin.

· Come prepared to serve by taking collection if needed on Sunday Morning.

· Place fresh water in Pastors glass on the Pulpit.

· Serve at Baptisms, Reception of new Members and Confirmations.

· Assist Pastor with special Services of Worship  For example, Service of Tenebrae on Maundy Thursday , Christmas Eve Services and any other Special Services that may be planned By Pastor and Deacons

· Attend monthly meetings on regular Basis and any other meetings that may be specially called if needed

[image: image14.wmf]This is a thumbnail sketch of the duties of a Deacon. It is a responsibility not to be taken lightly as the Deacons are responsible for the Spiritual life of the Church and its membership.  It is one of the key Committees and when taking that position there is an implied commitment that you will be making for a 2 year period of time.  If you believe that you may be able to fulfill this obligation please speak to Pastor Katrina, one of your current Deacons or your Moderator.  Your Church needs dedicated committed people so please pray about this. 

God Bless 

Judi

What does it mean to be on

the Missions Committee?

The members of the Missions Committee organize the giving efforts of the church: soup kitchens, UCC Missions campaigns, Thanksgiving and Christmas donations.  We maintain contact with agencies such as the Council of Churches, the Public Health Nurse and the Enchanted Elves organization and vote on how the Missions budget will be utilized throughout the year. 

At Easter and Christmas, the members arrange for gift baskets and bags to be compiled and delivered to the Public Health Nurse. For giving campaigns such as Neighbors in Need or Ingathering Sunday, we inform the congregation of the good things their donations make happen, collect the donations, and make sure the money and donated goods get to the appropriate organizations. 

For the soup kitchens, we plan the menus, organize helpers, purchase the food and prepare it, serve it to the clients and clean up the kitchen when we’re done. We have worked with some of the most generous and hard-working soup kitchen coordinators, met some needy people who have taught us to count our blessings, and we have always managed to have a lot of fun working together for a good cause. 

The members meet once a month after worship and we sponsor four soup kitchens a year . Our planning is done at the monthly meetings and we get together a few times a year to deliver donations and assemble gift packages. 














Christine

DID YOU KNOW ??

[image: image15.wmf]So many times we are contacted by family members looking for their ancestors.  We just had one from Arizona..a man who is tracing his family back to the beginnings of this area.  This family was very active in the whole area including Rehoboth and Attleboro.  The family was Bourne, Bourn or Burn. He sent us several pages by e-mail and it's so interesting.  There was a Capt. Stephen Bourne of Rehoboth and his family who came here.  He served in the Revolutionary War.  I sent him back what information I had that I thought would be helpful. That's why it's so important to keep these records because 50 or 100 years from now someone may be looking for their ancestors and call on First Church to help them out!! 

We receive many interesting items, including an e-mail from John Kandarian who grew up here in Oldtown in the 50's and lived next door to Jeff and Missy Badger in the house where Barbara Strickland now lives. He refers to the old lace mill, which was located in the building now occupied by New England Stained Glass.  He remembers parties in the schoolhouse and playing ball on the field between the parsonage and the schoolhouse.  He now lives in the state of Washington and is retired from the Army. His mother, Eleanor, was an active member of the Mutual Helpers (the women's group that glued this church together) and his father Al also did much to help out with the church life. He will be remembered by some as running the famous restaurant, The Chicken Roost in Providence, next to the bus terminal.  He also ran The Millstone Restaurant off of Old Post Rd.  It was eventually burned to the ground. He also ran The Fireside Restaurant on Route 1 where Fireside Motors is now.  During the last New York World's Fair (I think it was in the 60's) he was responsible for the food concessions there.  I responded to John's e-mail as I can remember when he was born, my mother, Elsie, took care of his brother Albert and his sister Eleanor. My husband, Henry went to high school with Albert and they played football together.  Eleanor and I were not too far apart in age and belonged to the Rainbow Girls together.  What happy memories this all brought back and what a small world it can be only separated by the click of the mouse!













Carolyn
___________________________________________

Christmas Poinsettias

It’s time to order Christmas Poinsettias at $8. each

Please give this form, with your check or money attached to Dottie Greene, Carolyn Chretien or Perilene Twyman by December 16th.

In Loving memory of ______________________________________________

Or:

In celebration of ______________________________________________

Or:

To the glory of God.

Given by:______________________________________

Number of plants: _______________

Amount enclosed $______________

[image: image16.wmf]
CHANGES IN MEMBERSHIP STATUS
It is very important to notify the church office of any changes in your current mailing address and to also notify us if you have moved or joined with another church.  Some people just leave and we never know where they are or if they have united with another church.  Each year we must pay annual dues to the Mass. Conference for each member listed on our active member list.  This has increased along with everything else and is now $12.oo per person.  With a total membership of over 90 this means a substantial amount of money annually that comes from our general funds.  We try to keep the list as up-to-date as possible and each year try to transfer members that have not come for some time to the in-active membership list.  This means that they can be reinstated to active membership at their request but in the meantime we do not pay dues for them.  If you know of anyone who has joined with another church, please let us know.  If you so desire, as part of you stewardship, you may make a donation to cover your dues. 
Upcoming Church Events at Oldtown!
Dec 1
 Dyer-Lake Memorial Service  3 pm

Dec 2
Advent 1;

Communion;

New members class after worship

Dec 3
Women’s Spirituality, 7pm 43 Grant St, Attlboro

Chimes, 7 pm

Dec 5
CE Meeting at Kelly’s; Teacher Training video

Dec 9
Advent 2

Dec 11
Chimes, 7 pm 

Dec 13
Trustees, 7 pm

Dec 15
Chimes and Carols at Ridgewood Court, 2 pm 

Dec 16
Advent 3 ;  Bell Sunday;  New Members

Family Party, 2pm in Maxcy Hall.  We’ll be singing Christmas Carols, decorating Christmas cookies, and enjoying story telling by Pastor Katrina.

Poinsettia orders due

Dec 18
Chimes, 7 pm

Dec 20
 Deacons, 7 pm

Dec 21
 Newsletter Deadline

Dec 23
Christmas Sunday

Live Nativity   5 pm and 6 pm

Dec 24
Christmas Eve Lessons and Carols 7 pm

Dec 25
Christmas Day

Dec 30
10 am Worship; No Church School 

Jan 03
Church Committee, 7 pm
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December Birthdays

Dec 4
Norm Johnstone, Dorothy Greene

Dec 9
Mary O’Neill

Dec 10
Mitchell Dyer

Dec 15
Hunter Kennedy

Dec 17
Dana Brown



Dec 18
Leo Thibeault

Dec 19


Merrilee Fontaine, David Kingman, 

Robert Phillips

Dec 20
Christine Pandozzi

Dec 21
Irene Muir,

James Brinson

Dec 22
Conrad Morel

Dec 23
Robert Greene

Dec 25
DJ Dyer

December 2001





Email:OldtownUCC@AOL.com


    Web Site: Oldtownucc.tripod.com
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