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From the Pastor:

The steeple is either on the ground by now, or soon will be. We are on our way to restoring it and replacing the steeple in the future- no matter how long that takes. The season of Advent is a time of waiting…waiting for the Savior of the world to be born. When I was young it seemed like Christmas would never come. As a Grandma, it all comes too fast. Such is the liquid nature of time.
Last month we celebrated the Founding of our beloved Oldtown Church and heard the stories of how the church has witnessed many eras, many world-shaking events like the World Wars and the Great Depression, hurricanes and storms, waxing and waning membership. She still stands as a treasure left to us by faithful disciples of the past so that we might pass on the tradition and legacy of love to our children and grandchildren.
We have this story to tell- of shepherds and kings, of stables and sheep; a story of God coming to earth to save us from all evil and to proclaim a new age of compassion and promise us eternal life. This is the season we tell the stories and light the candles and marvel at the gift God has given to us.
As I approach my 5th Christmas here at Oldtown (and I thank you all for a most splendiferous celebration of my anniversary!) I am touched by warm memories of luminaries and pageants, caroling and lighting the Advent Wreath.  Come join us again as we ring those bells on Bell Sunday and as we delight in this season of incarnation and promise.  May the glories of this season touch you and yours. A most blessed Christmas to one and all!
  
Only by grace,

Pastor Katrina
[image: image4.wmf]Christmas at Oldtown:
· Nov. 30: Advent 1 HOPE

· Dec. 6: Wreath Sale, 10-2

· Dec.7: Advent 2:- PEACE; 
Communion; 
New members class after worship

· Dec. 14: Advent 3: JOY; 
Bell Sunday- Bring a Bell to worship!
New Members join             

· Dec. 19: Family caroling evening and pageant

rehearsal  7-9 pm

· Dec. 21: Advent 4: LOVE; 
Pageant Sunday

· Dec. 24: Christmas Eve Service of Lessons and

Carols,  7 pm

New Members Class

A New Members class will be held on Dec. 7th after worship. Members would join on Dec 14th, Bell Sunday. Membership at Oldtown is by profession of faith or letter of transfer from another church. Official members of the church are able to vote at all meetings of the congregation and to serve on boards and committees. In our congregational polity, the church is run by the people of the congregation. Because we believe that the Holy Spirit was given to all, then only when we are governed by consensus, are we true to our calling as the Body of Christ. Church membership has privileges and responsibilities. If you are not a member of this church, we hope you will consider this opportunity to be an official member of the Oldtown family.  

Calling all handchimers!

To get ready for our Christmas season, we will rehearse on December 7 & 14 right after worship.  We will play on Bell Sunday, Christmas Sunday and perhaps Christmas Eve. If you are able to read music, or at least count to 4 and know the difference between pink and blue, your right and left hand, you may be a candidate for our handchime choir. Come and join the fun! 

When the nominating 

committee calls you…
The nominating committee will be seeking folks to serve on boards and committees to be voted on at our January meeting. You may be recruited to serve on the following:
Board of Deacons: This board is in charge of the spiritual life of the church. They oversee the worship services as well as Home Communion, the confirmation Class, and the upkeep of the prayer list. Deacons prepare and serve communion, make sure there are ushers for worship, help to recruit new members and advise the pastor on the use of the sanctuary for weddings and funerals.  
Buildings & Grounds: This board is in charge of the physical plant and its upkeep. 
An ad hoc Committee on Stewardship is charged with running the pledge campaign and other events during the year that help to raise funds for the mission and ministry of the church.
The Christian Education Committee: This committee oversees the educational programs of the church including the Church School and any adult education groups. They share the oversight of the Confirmation Class. They also keep the rolls of students, from the cradle roll to the youth Fellowship. They are in charge of planning all-church-family events and special family events.
The Flower Committee: This committee is in charge of providing flowers for Sunday worship as well as the upkeep of the Todd memorial Garden and the side garden. They also have authority over the decoration of the sanctuary and the memorial plants at Christmas and Easter.
The Music Committee: This committee overseas the choirs of the church, vocal and handchimes. They are also in charge of finding musicians for Sunday worship and for working with the pastor and Deacons in providing uplifting music for worship. The music committee may make recommendations for musical needs and they have a budget to support those purchases.
The Missions Committee: This committee oversees the outreach of our church and our activity in soup kitchens, food, collections, Christmas and Thanksgiving baskets, Blankets and tools for CWS, and all the other programs they deem worthy of our support. They have a budget to work with during the year. They encourage us to give beyond our church budget to be involved in mission efforts around the globe.
Other ad hoc committees include: The Steeple Restoration Oversight committee and The Steeple Fundraising committee.
[image: image5.wmf]Christian Education Corner

Here we are in the season of Advent. What a wonderful time of waiting for baby Jesus to be born! I encourage you during this busy season to enjoy quiet moments with your children and with yourself. Watch snowflakes fall, curl up all together with a good book, or feed the birds and see how many different kinds come to your back yard. Keep your hearts open to the wonder and delight of the season. 
We will be having an all church Christmas pageant on Christmas Sunday, so watch for more details.
On Friday, December 19th from 7-9pm we will all be joining at the church for an evening of “Caroling in Oldtown.” We’ll sing songs, have refreshments and share in holiday fellowship. All are welcome.
See you on Sunday!

Kelly
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On our Prayer List:  Adam and Jacqui, Bob Deveau & family; Sandy, Amy, Rita, Melanie Sheppard, Ed Petrie, Bill, Esther, Alida Haynes, Robin, Dottie Anderson, Ann Marie, Colleen, William, Judi Silverstein, Lorraine, Betsy, Noah, Don Bailey, Susan and Lori, Barbara Pasquantonio, Donna and Wayne, Betsy, Marcia Brinson, Virginia, Rick and Penny Gates, Branden,  Herb Tinkham, Lori Vallevona, Jean,  Ernie Sears, the Ehlers family and our shut-ins: Marion Horman, Dottie Greene, Nora Roesser, Irene Hobbs, Virgina Hall and Marion Andreason

Please let us know who should be included. Remember, first names only unless you have permission from the person we are praying for.


From the Massachusetts Conference, UCC

· [image: image7.wmf]Nightwatch for 2004: Jr High: Feb. 28-29; Sr. High: March 6-7.

· National Youth Event: July 22-26 in Knoxville, TN

· Stewardship and Spirituality Conference: March 19-20, Worcester, MA

· Mission Trips: June 24-July 2- North Carolina; Aug. 1-6- New York City

From the Southeast Area of Mass Conference, UCC:

What a great day we had celebrating the Amistad!  Have you seen the amazing spirit-filled bus picture? Check it out in Maxcy Hall! We've got the SPIRITS!
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December Birthdays & Anniversaries:
	December 4
	Dottie Greene

	December 9
	Mary O'Neill

	December 10
	Mitchell Dyer

	December 12
	Bob & Dottie Greene 

	December 17
	Dana Brown

	December 18
	Leo Thibeault

	December 19
	Merrilee Fontaine, 

David Kingman, 

Nick DiGiralomo, 

Robert Phillips

	December  20: 
	Christine Pandozzi

	December  21: 
	Irene Muir, James Brinson

	December  22:
	Ron Brown, 

Conrad Morel, 

Bette Hemmingsen

	December  23: 
	Robert Greene, 

Paul Weaver

	December  25: 
	DJ Dyer




Welcome to the Mission Corner:

Dedicated to Serving Christ
The Missions Committee would like to thank everyone who donated food items and paper goods to our Ingathering collection on Thanksgiving Sunday.  Our little congregation is so generous and so compassionate to those in need.  Our donations are greatly appreciated by the Attleboro Area Council of Churches and, through the Council, reach so many people in the community.

On Sunday, December 7th, Missions will again sponsor the Mitten Tree.  If you are out shopping and spot a bargain on hat or gloves, please consider picking something up for our tree.  Or if you knit or crochet - your handiwork will find a nice home on our tree!  After December 21st, the hats & gloves will be taken to the Public Health Nurse for distribution as needed.  We will also have specific Christmas present requests supplied by the North Attleborough Public Health Nurse if you wish to take one and purchase a gift for a child.  

For the elderly, a book of stamps or a phone card, CVS or Brooks card, or a grocery store card would be a welcome donation as we also try to reach out to our older citizens at holiday time.  And please be sure to give a hug to Missions member Kathy Harrop as she leaves for a new church home in Maine!  

Best wishes for a wonderful holiday season from your Missions Committee,  

Lori, Tammy, James, Kathy, Nora and Christine
[image: image9.wmf]
Have you heard about the 
Stone Soup Wreath Sale?

On December 6th we are going to sell Christmas wreaths that we decorate on the 4th and 5th. Bring some ribbon, bells, pine cones, whatever you have to help turn the plain wreaths into Oldtown Treasure Wreaths. We'll create them on Thursday and Friday between 5 and 7 pm. The sale will be on Saturday the 6th from 10 am to 2 pm. 



[image: image10.wmf]A Letter from Seminary
Well I made it through midterm papers and exams, and now I’m looking toward finals. Classes end Dec. 15th so, I’ll have a little time to recuperate before Christmas. I’ve been accepted to do my Clinical Pastoral Education starting in January. Which means I’ll be working 21 hours a week as an “intern Chaplin” at one of the Rhode Island Hospitals from January to May. I am really looking forward to the experience! My classes this semester have really pushed me past my “comfort zone” to help me to better define my call to ministry, my spiritual self, my theological beliefs, and (as one of my professors has found) my voice. 

As always, thank you all for you constant encouragement and support. May the light of Christ shine brightly in all of your hearts this Christmas!
Grace and Peace to you, Kelly
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From the Attleboro Area 

Council of Churches

The Crop Walk raised $18,000 for feeding the hungry. 25% of that goes to our local Food Kitchens. Thanks to all who walked and all who supported!

The Thanksgiving Eve Service was a wonderful gathering and the collection of food for the pantry was most generous. Thanks to all! 

From the Old Colony Association
 

Congratulations to The Rev. Fred Rhines who celebrated his 20th anniversary of ordination on October 19th. Fred is the Interim Pastor in Swansea.

 


DEACON'S CORNER

     It is rare that I am at a loss for words!  However, the past three days have been a wonderful Oldtown experience...mere words are not enough.  Friday, Nov. 14, many Oldtowners attended Marcia and Jim Brinson's "family" party.  Several others were there in spirit only, as they were busy at church with food preparation for the fair.  It did our spirits good to see Marcia and Jim---especially dancing.  Our prayers go with you both and the family during these difficult days.  Sat. was the Founder's Day Fair, with a good many workers in costumes reminiscent of the early 1700's.  There was an extra "something" in the air this year that for many, made this fair the best one ever!!  Founders Day was celebrated at Sunday worship in grand style.  Parts of the original Covenant were read by the Deacons.  Both the ladies and the gentlemen were dressed in their finest---appropriate for worship on the Sabbath.  The children sang, the bells were chiming and folks sang out many of the old hymns.  Thank you, Pastor, for all the many hours of reading and research that must have gone into your marvelous sermon.  It was part lesson, but was also intertwined with the original sermon given so many years ago and our wonderful rich history of nearly 300 years.  It gave us some insight into the fierce struggles our forefathers endured both as a church and in maintaining themselves and their families. During worship the Memorial Gifts were dedicated.  Thank you to all who gave so generously.  The day was truly a milestone in our church history.

Thinking of becoming a member of Oldtown Church?  An inquirer's class is tentatively planned for after worship on Dec. 7.  Please speak with Pastor or one of the Deacons if you would like more information.  Communion will be celebrated on Dec. 7.  A Christmas Eve Service is planned.  It is always a wonderful, meaningful ending to the hurry and rush and a beginning of the quiet, thoughtful part of Christmas where memories are made and shared.  Please try to set aside time that evening to join us for a quiet hour at church.
      Just a little reminder--please, no food or beverage in the sanctuary.  Thank you.  Do you set time aside for talking with God each day?  I find praying first thing each morning somehow starts the day off well.  Our shut-ins and those on our prayer list are in need of our support each day, also.  Our Advent season is upon us.  The first candle of our Advent wreath will be lit on Nov. 30th.  
Respectfully submitted,

Betty Grant, Chairman

Board of Deacons  


From our Stewardship Committee
Thank you one and all for getting in those pledge sheets. Remember that they are always welcome!  Last year we supported our budget on 39 pledging units. There are 31 pledges turned in so far. We want to break that 40 pledge ceiling! 

[image: image12.wmf]Services on Tape & CD

We record our Sunday Services, so those who could not attend can share in our worship.  Call the church office at 695-1713 if you'd like to borrow a tape or CD.
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Address Change?

Please keep the church office notified of any changes in address or phone numbers and also e-mail addresses.

 
FLOWER COMMITTEE
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It's that time of the year again. The Flower Comm. will be taking orders for Poinsettia plants for Christmas Sunday. Please fill out the form in the Sunday bulletins or contact any member of the committee:
 

Perilene Twyman        695-4453
Dale or Karen Scott        695-1907
Carolyn Chretien        699-8340
 

We thank you for all of your generosity during the year. We've had some beautiful flowers or plants on the altar and it does add so much to the service. Many times we split up the big arrangements and these are sent to our shut-ins. If you are interested in having flowers in memory of someone or just to the Glory of God, please let us know. For $10 to $15 dollars both vases can be filled nicely. If you prefer a small arrangement on the table, we can do that too. It doesn't have to be a huge florist's piece!
DID YOU KNOW ???
Every month when the Spirit comes out there’s always a little notice to save your salad dressing bottles. What’s it all about anyways? Well here’s the story.

Elsie Morris’ Famous French Dressing is printed on the label. Elsie passed away last year four days short of her 106th birthday and was for many years a tireless worker in this church, serving on many committees and also a member of the Mutual Helpers….the ladies group back then. She was well known for running a coffee shop in the center of town with her two sisters and had a great reputation as a good cook. When she married my father, Charlie, and came to Oldtown in 1936 she helped to prepare the suppers and gave many good tips to the women here on how to do things more efficiently. Their fame for delicious suppers became wide spread and everyone came to Oldtown for those Thursday night suppers.

I think it was back in the 50’s that the idea of a Chicken Barbecue came up. One of our members, John Dietsch, had seen this done at the Masonic Home and brought the idea to the Finance Committee. They decided to try it.

[image: image15.wmf]In June, a man from Franklin by the name of Mr. Bederian came and built his pits along the stone wall in the parking lot. This wasn’t a parking lot then but just grass. He had large wire racksand he’d put all the chicken sections between the wires and carefully cook them to perfection over the glowing coals in the pits. He had some kind of sauce that he basted them with by spraying the chicken with this by pumping it out of a large container similar to the ones firefighters use to spray brush fires. Everyone came early just to watch because it was so fascinating. He also brought potato chips, rolls, salad, and dressing and the ladies of the church provided the dessert and drink. What an idea!! What a hit!! Everyone in the area wanted to come and usually we served well over 200 people seated at tables outside on the lawns.
One particular day, Mr. Bederian ran out of salad and my father, Charlie Morris, came to my mother and told her that he would go to Ro-Jack’s and buy more greens and fixings and she needed to make some dressing. Well, have you ever taken stock in a church kitchen? There’s not too much to work with, but she looked around and mixed oil , vinegar and some spices and came up with a salad dressing. The crowd raved about it and Mr. Bederian said he would come again and cook chickens but he would never bring salad dressing again….my mother’s was too delicious. So she remembered what she had done when she got home and over time perfected it to the dressing we use today. It’s her own secret recipe and she has only given it to me and my brother Curt, who passed away several years ago. It’s not only good as a dressing but also to use for marinating meats before cooking them on the grill. Some people in our past have even been known to sop it up with bread and even put it on mashed potatoes!

So that’s the story of Elsie’s famous dressing and that’s the reason we keep asking you to save those empty glass salad dressing bottles. Now the job has fallen to me, so you will hear me come and go clinking the bags of bottles and laughingly being referred to as the bag lady !!!

Carolyn
Salad Dressing
Please continue to save your empty pint (16 oz.) bottles from salad dressing or Karo, vinegar, etc. They must be glass and please soak and remove as much of the labels as possible. Also needed are the 1/2 pint sizes. You can leave them on the front bench in the narthex of the church. Thanks.
Upcoming Church Events at Oldtown!

	December 4
	Wreath making, 5-7 pm; Board of Deacons, 7 pm                  

	December 5
	Wreath making, 5-7 pm                  

	December 6
	Christmas, "Stone-Soup" Wreath Sale, 10 am - 2pm          

	December 7
	Advent 2; New member class after worship                 

	December 9
	Church Committee 7 pm                

	December 14
	Advent 3; Bell Sunday; Reception of New Members            

	December 19
	Family Caroling & Pageant rehearsal    7-9 pm                

	December 21
	Christmas Sunday; Pageant                

	December 24
	Christmas Eve service of lessons and carols, 7 pm                

	December 28
	Family Sunday, no Church School classes


December 2003





Email:OldtownUCC@AOL.com


    Web Site: Oldtownucc.tripod.com
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